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China to provide Africa with US$ 1 trillion financing 

China will provide US$ 1 trillion of financing to Africa in the form of investments and loans over the next 

12 years, with the largest portion going to infrastructure projects, including highways, railways, and  

airports, reports South China Morning Post (China). China has been criticised by Western donors for a 

lack of transparency over its overseas investments in Africa. Despite these criticisms, the country has 

been more involved in African infrastructure projects than its Western counterparts, which tend to focus 

on social issues like education, health, or food, according to New Zimbabwe (Zimbabwe).  

Gambia cuts ties with Taiwan after “exorbitant” aid demand is declined 

Gambia has announced that it has cut diplomatic ties with Taiwan for “national strategic interests”. It is, 

however, unclear if the move is linked to the development of its relations with China, which has a  

growing influence in Africa, reports Daily Times (Nigeria). The Taiwanese government accepts the  

decision as it could not tolerate Gambia’s “exorbitant demands” for aid, which is against the nation’s  

foreign aid policy. In January, Gambian President, Yahya Jammeh, “made a financial request” of more 

than US$10 million in cash from Taiwan, according to Taipei Times (Taiwan). 

Namibia and China sign a US$ 25 million co-operation deal 

China has donated US$ 25 million to Namibia for the development of infrastructure and education  

projects in the country. During the signing ceremony, Chinese Ambassador to Namibia, Xin Shunkang, 

said his government is ready to share its experience in social and economic development with Namibia 

in its quest to realise Vision 2030, according to New Era (Namibia). The Namibian government has  

expressed its gratitude and hopes of boosting its economy by having more Chinese foreign direct  

investment (FDI) in the country, according to Xinhua (China). 

South African firm receives Chinese electric locomotives 

TRANSNET Freight Rail (TFR) has taken delivery of the first two of 95 Class E dual electric locomotives 

designed and manufactured by China South Rail Electric Locomotive (CSR). The US$ 270 million order 

is part of a larger locomotive procurement programme TFR is undertaking to boost its capacity,  

according to Business Day (South Africa). The dual locomotives, which were delivered earlier than  

expected, are expected to operate on both 3kV direct current and 25kV alternating current power 

sources. A second consignment of four units is also expected to arrive in South Africa next month,  

reports Rail Journal (UK).  

Relaxing one-child policy as part of China reforms package 

China has revealed a range of reforms that will affect millions of its citizens, including loosening its  

one-child policy and abolishing its controversial labour camps. The policy shift does however not amount 

to the effective abandonment of restrictions on the size of Chinese families and analysts warn of  

continuation of forced abortions and sterilisations, reports The Week (UK).  The relaxation of the  

one-child policy is expected to  create a short-run baby boom, but long-term benefits including  

alleviating the ageing population problem might not be seen until the end of the century, reports South 

China Morning Post (China). 
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