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Zimbabwean authorities target Chinese and Nigerian shop owners to close up shop 

Foreign small retailers, mainly Chinese and Nigerian retailers, face arrest unless they close their  

businesses by 1 January 2014. Permanent Secretary for the Empowerment Ministry, George  

Magosvongwe said that “some non-indigenous entities are still operating in trading sectors reserved for 

Zimbabwean traders”, reports New Zimbabwe (Zimbabwe). Foreign shop owners have been criticised 

for taking retail trade opportunities from Zimbabwean traders by selling cheap imports. Poor townships 

and city flea markets have in recent years been inundated by shops run by foreign nationals, according 

to CTV News (Canada). 

Zambia charges Chinese businessman and former president in graft case 

Zambian prosecutors have charged the representative of a Chinese construction company with graft in 

a case involving ex-president Rupiah Banda. Jack Gao, who represents local subsidiaries of China's 

Anhui Foreign Economic Construction Group, is accused of giving Banda ten campaign trucks during 

his failed re-election bid, reports the Business Standard (India). Banda has been jointly charged with 

Gao on charges of corrupt practices. It is alleged that Gao gave Banda the vehicles as a reward for his 

favourable treatment of these companies in their dealings with the government, reports Post Zambia 

(Zambia). 

Kenya launches new Chinese financed railway to reach South Sudan and Burundi 

Kenya formally launched a new railway which will extend across East Africa to reach South Sudan, DRC 

and Burundi. The first section will link the Kenyan port of Mombasa to the capital, Nairobi, reducing the 

journey time from 15 hours to about four. It is said to be the country's biggest infrastructure project since 

independence 50 years ago. The cost of the railway will be US$ 5.2 billion, according to the BBC (UK). 

Aljazeera (in contrast) reported that the project would cost US$ 13.8 billion. Built by a Chinese  

state-owned firm and with funds from the Chinese government, the railway line is expected to increase 

trade and boost Kenya's position as a regional economic powerhouse, reports Aljazeera (Qatar). 

USA defies China with B-52 flight over disputed islands 

Two unarmed United States B-52 bombers flew over disputed islands in the East China Sea without  

informing Beijing, defying China’s declaration of a new airspace defence zone and raising the stakes in a 

territorial standoff. The unauthorised flight did not prompt a response from China, reports South China 

Morning Post (China). Before the flights, Pentagon spokesman Colonel Steve Warren told reporters that 

“the military would not comply with China’s demands while flying over what the US considers  

international waters and airspace”, reports the Los Angeles Times (USA). 

South African giraffes arrive at Yunnan Zoo, China 

23 giraffes from South Africa  landed at Yunnan Zoo on Tuesday. The Deputy Manager of Yunnan Zoo, 

Li Li said that "we want to expand the number of giraffes here. Twenty four is a good size for  

reproduction", reports CCTV (China). This is the first time China has accepted such a large number of 

giraffes into the country for the purpose of research. It was initially reported that 24 giraffes would arrive 

at Yunnan, but one of them was not able to handle the full journey and is being temporarily housed in 

Singapore, according to CRI (China).  
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