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China's President Xi pays tribute to South African statesman Nelson Mandela 

Chinese President Xi Jinping expressed deep grief over the passing of former South African President 

Nelson Mandela, who died Thursday night at the age of 95. President Xi also extended his sincere sym-

pathies and those of the Chinese government and people to Mandela's family, reports CRI (China). Out-

side the South African embassy in Beijing, flowers were laid before an image of Mandela labelled with 

one of his quotes: “The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall”, 

according to The Sowetan (South Africa). 

Kenya’s US$ 653 million airport expansion to be built by Chinese firms 

Kenya began work on a US$ 653 million expansion of the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA). It 

is the second large-scale infrastructure project it has launched in a week aimed at boosting trade and 

cementing its status as a regional commercial hub. Construction will be carried out by Chinese firms, 

Anhui Construction and China National Aero-Technology International Engineering Corporation, reports 

Reuters (USA). President Uhuru Kenyatta has said his government’s investment in infrastructure is not 

about politics but about the future. He has also warned those involved in the construction of the JKIA’s 

Greenfield Terminal that they are being watched closely, according to The Star (Kenya). 

Nigerian smartphone market targeted by China’s Tecno  

Chinese phone maker, Tecno, in strategic partnership with United Arab Emirates operator, Etisalat Ni-

geria, is targeting Nigeria’s US$ 1.5 billion broadband device market with the expansion of its Phantom 

series of smartphones. Tecno unveiled its latest smartphone, the ‘Phantom A3’, in Lagos last weekend, 

according to Business Day (Nigeria). Joe He, Tecno business manager for Operator & Mobile Internet 

said that “Tecno aims to reduce the entry barrier, making smartphones accessible to the lower cadre of 

society”. Tecno offers mobile devices that function like other tech-enabled phones and can even receive 

broadcast signal for television, reports Ventures (Nigeria). 

Construction of Kenya’s Isiolo-Moyale road halted following violence 

The Chinese construction firm, China Wu Yi, has indefinitely suspended work on the Isiolo-Moyale road 

following inter-communal clashes which have rocked northern Kenya. The firm said work would only 

resume if the National Government assures them that their staff were safe and work will not be interrupt-

ed in anyway, according to Standard Digital (Kenya). The road forms part of the Trans-Africa Highway 

Corridor and is also a key link to the Great North Trans-African Highway, which has been identified as a 

priority project in the New Partnership for Africa's Development short-term action plan, reports Xinhua 

(China).  

China-Africa Development Fund keen to speed up investment activities in Africa 

The China-Africa Development Fund (CADFund) wants to speed up its investment activities on the Afri-

can continent in manufacturing, infrastructure and agriculture. Wang Yong, CADFund Vice-President has 

said that “we would like to speed up investment to meet the demand of the local community, and reduce 

foreign currency spending to import commercial goods”, reports Global Times (China). China’s invest-

ment activities in Africa have been criticised for lack of investment in manufacturing and over-investment 

in the purchase of raw materials, reports investment blog, How we made it in Africa (South Africa). 
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