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Kenya to sign coal mining deal with China's Fenxi  

The Kenyan government expects to sign an agreement with China's Fenxi Mining Group before end  

December 2013 to develop coal mining projects on two blocks in the eastern part of the country. The  

project will save Kenayan foreign exchange reserves by reducing coal and oil imports, according to  

Mining Weekly (South Africa). Signing of the agreement was delayed earlier in 2013 due to disputes 

with residents in the mining area about compensation and relocation, reports Bloomberg (International).  

Nigeria partners with China to build three power plants in Nigeria 

Nigeria has partnered with the China Great Wall Industry Corporation to build three power plants  

estimated at US$ 171 million to boost electricity supply in the country. Two of the plants will be   

manufacturing transformers and solar cells while the third is a high voltage testing laboratory, reports 

Ventures Africa (Nigeria). The project is funded by both the Chinese Development Bank (85 per cent)  

and the Nigeria Government (15 per cent). The funding arrangement was part of a memorandum of  

understanding entered into  between Nigeria and China when President Goodluck Jonathan visited  

China early in 2013, according to Punch (Nigeria) 

 

USA and China complementary in Africa, says the US Ambassador to Zimbabwe 

The US Ambassador to Zimbabwe said his country does not view China as a threat in Africa, but sees 

the work being done by the two countries on the continent as complementary. He said the USA tends to 

focus on human resources development and information communication technology, while China tends 

to invest more in infrastructure development in Africa, as reported by China.Org (China). There is,  

however a growing opinion that the United States may be effectively “ceding” much of the continent to a 

looming geopolitical rival: China. This is sped up by  China’s assertive courting of African countries,  

according to  Politico (USA). 

 

China to make local officials accountable for government debt 

China’s central government plans to hold local government officials accountable for official debt. Plans 

are to scrap a performance evaluation system that primarily values economic growth. The  

government will keep a record of local government debt and penalise officials who leave local  

governments with high debt, reports Wall Street Journal (USA). China’s debt from banks,  

estimated to US$ 1.6 trillion end of June 2013, is considered to be one of the biggest threats to the  

Chinese economy. There is also little transparency on the management of the debt. It is difficult to know 

what amounts were borrowed, from whom and by whom, according to China Digital Times (China). 

Final Weekly Briefing for 2013 

This Weekly Briefing will be the final briefing for 2013. The next briefing will appear on Friday, 10  

January 2014. The Centre for Chinese would like to wish all our subscribers the best during the holiday 

season and a prosperous new year. 
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