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Chinese foreign minister visits Africa for traditional new years visit   

The first destination of every Chinese Foreign Minister's outbound visits each year is traditionally Africa. 

It is China’s way of emphasising the diplomatic importance of Africa in its international diplomacy,  

reports CRI (China). Last year President Xi Jinping also visited African during his first trip abroad after 

assuming office last March. Foreign Minister Wang Yi will visit Ethiopia, Djibouti, Ghana and Senegal. 

Africa is a major source of China’s crude oil, rare metals and wood, and has as a result seen its status 

rise in China’s development strategy, according to Live Trading News  (Singapore). 

China takes stand against the illegal elephant ivory trade 

China destroyed over six tonnes of confiscated ivory for the first time, reflecting a policy shift by Beijing 

in the handling of confiscated ivory which used to be kept in storage without further action, reports  

South China Morning Post (SAR Hong Kong). Experts believe that China is sending a very powerful 

message both domestically and internationally that it is not prepared to tolerate the illegal trade in  

elephant ivory. China’s growing appetite for the contraband material has fuelled a surge in poaching in 

Africa, and led to the deaths of tens of thousands of elephants, according to The Scotsman (Scotland). 

Niger state in Nigeria benefits from US$ 10 billion investment by Chinese firm  

A Chinese firm is set to invest over US$ 10 billion in the construction of a refinery in the Bida Basin in 

Niger State. The investment is expected to leap-frog Niger State to the league of oil producing states in 

Nigeria, reports Voice of Nigeria (Nigeria). The State commissioner for mining and mineral resources,  

Abubakar Baba Jibreel, has, however, kicked against the activities of illegal miners in the state, stating 

that the action has been counter-productive and detrimental to economic development. He thus called 

for a review of the country’s mining laws to curb these illegal activities, according to Leadership 

(Nigeria). 

China urges South Sudan's warring sides to start peace talks 

China has urged South Sudan's warring sides to start peace talks as soon as possible and seek a  

reasonable and rational way out. Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, said that it is imperative for South 

Sudan to safeguard stability and grow its economy, reports Xinhua (China). The stakes could not be 

higher for China, the largest investor in South Sudan's oil sector, as fierce fighting continues between 

forces loyal to President Salva Kiir and those of his former deputy. Some of the largest oil fields China 

operates are in areas controlled by fighters backing the “rebels”, according to BBC (UK). 

Reports say the death of China Railway President may be linked to anti-corruption campaign  

Bai Zhongren, the president of China Railway Group, jumped to his death over the weekend after  

suffering from depression as the company has run up into heavy debts and some branches of the group 

ran into problems paying their workers' wages at the end of last year, reports South China Morning Post 

(SAR Hong Kong). But reports say that the death of the president may be tied to the ongoing anticor-

ruption campaign initiated by the central government in its efforts to root out corruption in the railway 

sector, according to Forbes (International). 
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