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First Chinese -Taiwan government meeting set 

Taiwan will hold ministerial level talks with China next month. The two sides are expected to discuss 

issues that would advance Beijing's goal of unifying the two separately ruled sides, reports Chosun 

(South Korea). Taiwan and China have been governed separately since a civil war six decades ago, 

with the Taiwan’s constitution retaining the Republic of China’s name and territorial claims, according to 

Bloomberg (USA). 

 

Chinese energy firm to invest US$ 160 million in Zimbabwe solar power plant  

China Powerway Renewable Energy Company plans to invest about US$ 160 million in the construction 

of a 100MW solar plant in Zimbabwe once all the regulatory processes are completed, reports  

The Herald (Zimbabwe). The projects will initially be based on technical expertise imported from China 

and South Africa, but the company plans to embark on local training programs and skills transfer  

programs, creating an estimated 600 jobs, according to NSNBC (International). 

 

Kenya court sentences a Chinese ivory smuggler to 7 years in jail 

A Kenya court has slapped a record sentence on a Chinese ivory smuggler, the first person to be  

convicted under tough new laws designed to stem a surge in poaching. Tang Yong Jian, 40, was  

ordered to pay US$ 230 000 or go to jail for seven years, reports South China Morning (China). It is 

hoped that the ruling will deter potential smugglers and poachers. Elephant and  

rhinos poaching are increasing across Africa because of an increased demand in Asia for rhino horns 

and elephant ivory, according to ABC News (USA).  

 

Zimbabwe adopts Chinese Yuan as legal currency 

Zimbabwe's central bank has announced the addition of the Chinese Yuan to a cocktail of foreign  

currencies officially allowed for trade in the country, reports The Africa Report (International). Zimbabwe 

abandoned its worthless currency in 2009 and accepted the USA dollar and the South African rand as 

the main legal tender. Their use has helped to stabilise the economy after record inflation threw it into a 

tailspin, according to Money Web (South Africa). 

 

Chinese New Year celebrated, welcoming the Year of the Wooden Horse 

President Xi Jinping has extended Lunar New Year greetings to Chinese people, saying that the  

Communist Party of China, "firmly relying on the people, including non-communist members, defeated 

various challenges and difficulties in the last year and achieved outstanding results", according to BBC 

(UK). This Chinese New Year ushers in the year of the wood horse in Chinese astrology. People born in 

the Year of the Horse are traditionally thought to be strong minded, energetic and very sociable. Wood 

horses are said to work hard and are allegedly good decision makers, reports The Sydney Morning  

Herald (Australia). 
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