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China pulled towards action in South Sudan 

China has taken a more proactive role in trying to end the fighting in South Sudan, one of its main oil 

suppliers, suggesting Beijing is strengthening direct political engagement with African nations. Beijing 

has however said that China will maintain its policy of non-interference, reports South China Morning 

Post (Hong Kong SAR). Clashes in South Sudan broke out in mid-December, with army troops loyal to  

President Salva Kiir fighting anti-government forces loyal to ousted vice-president, Riek Machar. Kiir has 

accused Machar of leading a coup attempt, according to Voice of America (USA). 

State-owned Chinese bank buys South African bank unit in UK 

The Industrial and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) will purchase a 60 per cent share of South African 

Standard Bank's UK subsidiary, which will make it one of the first state-owned Chinese banks to set up 

significant trading operations in London, reports Out Law (International). The purchase is expected to 

help the bank achieve its target of tripling the contribution of overseas earnings and tap the demand for 

Yuan-denominated goods and services, according to Business Day (South Africa). 

Zambia China Mulungushi textiles to re-open  

The Zambian and Chinese governments have agreed to lease the defunct Zambia-China Mulungushi 

Textiles (ZCMT) factory to a Tanzanian investor who will re-open it in the next two months, reports Post 

Zambia (Zambia). President Michael Stata said that the re-opening is expected to create jobs for Kabwe 

residents and improve their lives. During its closure in 2008, the ZCMT employed about 1,000 people, 

according to Fibre 2 Fashion (International). 

USA warns China about expanding its air defence zone in Asia 

The United States has asked China not to set another Air Defence Identification Zone in Asia, warning 

that the move could undermine regional stability and lead to the USA changing its military posture in the  

region, reports Global Post (USA). China has dismissed these reports arguing that it has yet to feel any 

air security threat in the region and is optimistic about its relations with the neighbouring countries and 

the general situation in the South China Sea region, according to India Times (India). 

Chinese Premier signs regulation on state secrecy law 

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang has signed an enforcement regulation on the state secrecy law in an  

effort to boost government transparency. The regulation defines secrecy levels and authorisation for 

access to information, it also clarifies time limits for different levels of confidentiality and conditions for 

declassification, reports China Daily (China). However, the law does not specify which public infor-

mation should be considered as sensitive. Chinese local officials often seek to invoke secrecy laws to 

prevent embarrassing scandals  that could lead to their punishment if these are reported to senior offi-

cials, Chicago Tribune (USA). 
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