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  The Weekly China Briefing                    21 March 2014 

   Ghana and China to finalise US$ 3 billion loan 

President John Mahama announced that a government delegation will leave for China to finalise agreements 

for the release of a much anticipated US$ 3 billion China Development Bank (CBD) loan. The team will also 

negotiate the signing of some four subsidiary agreements, according to GhanaWeb (Ghana). This comes 

after an appeal by President John Mahama for the Chinese government to expedite action to support 

infrastructural development in Ghana, reports Kontactor (International). 

  Nigeria arrests Chinese illegal fisher 

The Nigerian navy announced that it has arrested 22 Chinese nationals and impounded four ships for 

illegally fishing in its territorial waters without permits and travel passports. The suspects were later 

transferred to Nigeria's immigration service for further investigation, according to Global Post (USA). The 

Commander of the Nigerian Navy Ship (NNS) Pathfinder, Commodore Godwin Ochai, who verified the 

arrests, said that the vessels were carrying many tonnes of fish, reports Dailypost (Nigeria). 

China’s CITIC builds 6,000 homes in Angola 

A construction company, China International Trust and Investment Company (CITIC), will start to construct 

6,000 homes on the outskirts of the Angolan city of Malanje, according to Macauhub (China). The project 

comprises the construction of roads systems, water and telecommunications networks,  electricity systems, 

petrol stations, police stations, fire stations, health centres and public lighting systems, reports Bceg (China).  

South Africa train deal with Chinese firms 

South Africa's state-owned logistics company, Transnet TRANS.UL, granted two Chinese firms and two 

other foreign companies a contract for the supply of over 1,000 trains, as part of a US$ 28 billion expansion 

plan. The four current contracts are worth ZAR 50 billion (US$ 4.7 billion) in total for the supply of 599 

electric trains and 465 diesel trains, Transnet said,  according to Reuters (UK). Transnet is in the middle of a 

seven-year plan to extend the railways, ports and pipelines that move commodities for export from Africa's 

top economy by 2019, reports Foxbusiness (USA).   

China helps Ghana boost rice production 

The Volta Region in Ghana has signed an agreement with the Chinese Ningxia Province for the 

development of rice fields around Wheta. Ghana produces about 300,000 tonnes of rice (milled basis) 

annually, but annual rice consumption stands at around 925,000 tonnes, and Ghana’s rice imports this year 

are estimated at around 575,000 tonnes, according to Oryza (USA). An initial 100 hectares of land is 

expected to be plotted for rice cultivation under the contract. Nii Laryea Afotey-Agbo, outgoing Volta 

Regional Minister also stated that the region’s potential would be bountiful and investment would be secured, 

reports VibeGhana (Ghana). 
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