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Sub-Saharan Africa under economic pressure due to China slowdown  

 Business activity across sub-Saharan African economies expanded at its slowest pace in five months in 

February 2014, pulled down by weaker manufacturing in China. A survey revealed that Chinese factory 

output stayed below the 50 threshold on the HSBC’s composite emerging markets index, in February 2014, 

highlighting an economic slowdown in the world's second-largest economy, according to International 

Business Times (UK). China’s slowing economy, which is lowering demand for a number of minerals and 

other commodities that Africa produces, will probably continue to weigh more heavily in months to come, 

reports  Financial Times (UK). 

Cement plant upgrade in Zimbabwe to be funded by Chinese firm 

 A Chinese- Zimbabwean joint venture is planning to complete a facility upgrade with US$ 5 million invested 

by a Chinese shareholder. After the upgrade, which is expected to be completed later in the year, the Sino-

Zimbabwe Cement Company will become one of Zimbabwe's largest cement producers, said Wang Yong, 

the company's managing director, reports Xinhua (China). The plant is a joint venture between the Industrial 

Development Corporation of Zimbabwe and China Building Material Industrial Corporation for Foreign 

Econo-Technical, employing over 400 workers of which 95 per cent are from Zimbabwe, according to Pro 

Global Media Ltd (UK).  

Trade between China and Tanzania surpasses US$ 3.7 billion 

 Tanzania’s exports to China rose by more than 45 per cent in 2013, much of which can be attributed to the 

zero tariffs preferential trade agreement offered by the Asian nation. Bilateral trade between the two 

countries ballooned to US$ 3.7  billion in 2013,  according to China’s Ministry of Commerce, reports Daily 

News (Tanzania). Furthermore there are 500 Chinese companies in Tanzania, reportedly creating more 

than 150,000 local job opportunities and the number of Chinese tourists and business people who visited 

Tanzania went up from 10,790 in 2013 to 11,555 in 2014 so far, according to Shanghai Daily (China).  

Relatives of Flight 370 victims protest in China  

 Relatives in Beijing and Kuala Lumpur reacted with grief on Monday as the Malaysian government 

announced that the missing plane of flight MH370, had gone down in the Indian Ocean. In dramatic scenes 

in Beijing, stretcher-bearing paramedics were drafted in to tend to family members devastated by the news, 

which was broken to them by the airline, according to The Times of India (India). Flight MH370 vanished 

from civilian radar screens less than an hour after take-off from Kuala Lumpur for Beijing with 239 people, 

more than half Chinese nationals, on board, on March 8, reports Reuters (USA).   

Taiwanese trade pact with China sparks student protests 

 Taiwanese police have clashed with hundreds of students who occupied government headquarters to 

protest at a trade deal with China. Police were forced to use water cannons and force against the students. 

Close to 60 people were arrested and more than 100 injured, according to BBC (UK). Taiwan’s President 

Ma Ying-Jeou said on 23 March 2014 that the island needed to pass a contentious trade pact with China for 

the sake of its economy, but some fear greater economic integration with China could threaten Taiwan’s 

self-determination. Taiwan is a former dictatorship that made a peaceful transition to democracy in the late 

1980s, and now boasts one of Asia's most freewheeling democracies, reports Reuters (USA). 
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