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Chinese nationals found with 14 rhino horns in Namibia 

 Three Chinese nationals have been charged with possession of specially protected resources after they 

were caught carrying a total of 14 rhino horns and some leopard skins as they were boarding a flight from 

Namibia to Hong Kong, according to Shanghaiist (China). The spokesperson of the Namibian police, deputy 

commissioner Edwin Kanguatjivi, confirmed that the three men were arrested on 23 March 2014.  According 

to their passports they had left China on March 9 and arrived in Zambia the following day. They then 

entered Namibia on tourist visas on March 12. According to Kanguatjivi they have not been able to 

determine whether the rhino horns are from Namibia or Zambia, reports Africa Geographic (South Africa).  

South African-Chinese investment in platinum mine to create over 3000 jobs 

 The Bakubung Platinum Mine situated in Ledig outside Rustenburg, South Africa, is expected to create 

3135 jobs at full production, Wesizwe Platinum revealed at the second Annual North West BRICS Expo 

held on 28 March 2014, according to The South African Government News Agency (South Africa). The US$ 

1 billion project involves a Chinese investor consortium made up of Jinchuan and China Africa Development 

Fund (CADFund), which holds a 45 per cent stake in Wesizwe Platinum. Additionally the China 

Development Bank has afforded the project a 15 year loan facility with a total capital commitment of US$ 

650 million,  reports the Herald Bonus (South Africa).   

Environmental protests spreading across Guangdong 

 Residents in Maoming, Guangdong province, on Sunday, 30 March 2014, took to the streets protesting 

against the construction of a petrochemical plant that manufactures paraxylene. Violence broke out, with 

reports of several protesters injured , according to the BBC (UK). The protests have spread to other cities in 

Guangdong. On 1 April 2014, around 200 people took to the streets of Guangzhou, the capital of 

Guangdong, in support of the ongoing mass rally in Maoming and demanded that the authorities halt the 

Maoming project, reports the South China Morning Post (China).   

Minimum wage to increase in China 

 In China, where city and provincial governments set minimum wage standards, a number of regions are 

moving to raise employee pay. Starting in April, the minimum wage for workers in Beijing, Shanghai and 

Tianjin will go up by between 11.4 per cent and 12.3 per cent, according to CBS Money Watch (USA). The 

central government has repeatedly pledged to increase workers' share of national income, pushing up 

wages steadily for more than a decade. It accelerated hikes in 2010 as an economic boom spread to the 

hinterland and fuelled competition for labour, reports Reuters (USA).  

Mining tycoon to stand trial in China  

 Liu Han, a former Chinese mining tycoon, stood trial on Monday on charges of leading a gang-style group 

and of committing murder. Liu ranked 142nd on the 2012 Forbes China Richest List with an estimated 

wealth of US$ 855 million. He is among 36 defendants facing charges at a court in Hubei Province, 

according to Forbes (USA). Liu formerly ran the Sichuan Hanlong Group, the largest private enterprise in 

the south-western Chinese province of Sichuan. He was detained last year along with younger brother Liu 

Wei on suspicion of criminal activities, and has been charged with a raft of crimes, including murder, 

financial crimes, operating casinos and gun-running, according to state news agency Xinhua, reports CNN 
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