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Chinese city in South Africa to break ground in 2015   

 China's Shanghai Zendai Property plans to break ground next year on a US$ 8 billion new city development 

in Modderfontein near South Africa's commercial capital Johannesburg. The development will see US$ 300 

million in infrastructure spending in the next three years, with initial construction to focus on schools and 

houses, reports Reuters (USA).  Over the next fifteen years, the small town of Modderfontein will be 

transformed into a city which could rival Sandton, the richest square mile in Africa, with a financial trade 

centre, basic education facilities and low cost housing units, according to MoneyWeb (South Africa).  

Asiatic black bears used for bile extraction in China to be rescued  

 A Chinese government owned company that has been involved in the breeding of bears for traditional 

medicines has agreed to convert itself into a sanctuary. Some 70 such breeding facilities are thought to exist 

in China, caging more than 10,000 bears. Each day, employees milk bile from the bears’ gallbladders, 

exposing the bruins to infections, organ failures and other fatal diseases, according to The Sacramento Bee 

(USA). Animals Asia reached a deal with state owned Flower World to take over its bear bile farm in the 

southern Guangxi region's capital Nanning and convert it into a sanctuary for the Asiatic black bears, reports 

Reuters (USA). 

West African countries seek medical aid from China 

 In an effort to fight vector-borne diseases, the Embassy of the People's Republic of China near Monrovia 

has donated US$ 20 000 to help strengthen the response to the spread of the Ebola virus in Liberia, reports 

The New Republic Liberia (Liberia). Additionally, the 15th Chinese medical mission to Senegal, comprised of 

13 people including 10 specialist doctors, offered medical equipment worth US$ 30 000 to the Pikine 

National Hospital in Dakar. The deadly Ebola virus has been diagnosed in various countries in West Africa, 

following an outbreak in  Guinea, according to Xinhuanet (China). 

United Nations to halt arms shipments from China to Mali via Ivory Coast 

 United Nations weapons experts have raised the alarm after tonnes of weapons that were sent by China to 

its peacekeepers in Mali allegedly disappeared in transit in Ivory Coast, which is under a UN arms embargo, 

reports SCMP (China).  In a confidential report presented to the UN Security Council on 11 April 2014, the 

panel of experts said the shipment of weapons, ammunition and hardware which passed through Ivory 

Coast in November 2013 lacked proper permissions. Chinese troops form part of a 12 000-strong UN 

peacekeeping mission being deployed to help stabilise Mali after a French-led military intervention in 2013 

drove off Islamist fighters who had seized the country's Northern area , according to Reuters (UK).  

Strikes in the Southern Chinese city of Dongguan escalate  

 A strike at the Chinese factory of the world's largest athletic shoe manufacturer has escalated to about 30 

000 workers. Workers in the Southern city of Dongguan are demanding Taiwanese-owned Yu Yuen 

Industrial (Holdings) Ltd., which makes shoes for companies such as Nike and Adidas, to make social 

security contributions as required by Chinese law amongst other demands, according to Associated Press 

(USA). More than 1 000 factory workers took to the streets in protest, demanding better benefits, before 

being stopped by local police. The facility employs about 40 000 workers, reports Bloomberg Businessweek 

(USA).   
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