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Two Chinese engineers abducted in Sudan's Kordofan region 

Two Chinese engineers, working at an oil field belonging to Sudanese oil companies in Sudan's West 

Kordofan State were abducted by unidentified men, according to Xinhua (China). Al-Sawarmi Khalid Saad, 

Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) spokesperson, said that SAF and other regular forces in the area have 

intensified pursuit operations in order to free the abductees and arrest perpetrators. He also asserted that 

three attackers were killed in a gun battle with the guards at the site, saying they have not yet determined the 

identity of the attackers, reports Sudan Tribune (Sudan). 

Huawei launches telecom projects in Zambia 

Huawei has officially added Zambia to its list of African countries in which it is active in  the telecom sector. 

The company has launched the first of 169 base stations in Zambia that are part of an overarching plan to 

connect more of the country’s rural areas to the installed mobile telephone network, according to Blouin 

News (US). Huawei is constructing communications towers as part of a Zambia Information and 

Communication Technology Authority’s project to build towers in all of Zambia’s ten provinces, reports Daily 

Mail (Zambia).  

Kenya aims to increase Chinese tourist numbers 

In a bid to boost the contribution of its tourism sector to the country’s GDP, Kenya stepped up the drive to 

arouse the interest of more tourists from China. The Kenyan Tourism Board has signed an agreement with 

China that would see its national television, CCTV, air documentaries on Kenya’s wildlife, according to 

Ventures (Nigeria). Muriithi Ndegwa, Kenya Tourism Board Managing Director, said that  China is currently 

the second largest Asian contributor to Kenya’s tourism sector, after India, with more than 40,000 Chinese 

tourists visiting Kenya in 2013, reports Standard Media (Kenya).  

China, Russia block Central African Republic blacklist at UN 

Russia and China have blocked a proposal by the United States of America and France to impose United 

Nations (UN) sanctions on the Central African Republic's former president, Francois Bozize, and two other 

people linked to the conflict there, according to Reuters (UK). It was the first attempt to blacklist anyone 

linked to the conflict since a UN sanctions regime was set up in December 2013. China's UN mission 

spokesperson said that sanctions are generally not conducive to the proper settlement of problems, reports 

Polity (South Africa).  

Japanese ship freed by Chinese court after unprecedented seizure 

A Chinese court released a Japanese ship owned by Mitsui O.S.K. Lines Ltd after the cargo carrier paid 

compensation for the loss of two vessels leased from a Chinese company before the two countries went to 

war in 1937, according to Business Week (US). The court’s seizure of the Baosteel Emotion raised concerns 

in Tokyo that China was applying pressure on Japan on the issue of wartime compensation. Beijing, 

however, said the case concerned a business contract, not reparations from the Second World War, reports 

Asahi Shim  bun (Japan). 
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