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China pledges US$ 12 billion to Africa 

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang unveiled extra aid for Africa totalling at least US$ 12 billion on Monday, and 

offered to share advance technology with the continent to help with the development of high-speed rail, 

according to Reuters (UK). Trips by Chinese leaders to Africa are often marked by big natural resource deals, 

triggering criticism from some quarters that China is only interested in the continent’s mineral and energy 

wealth.  African governments broadly see China as a healthy counterbalance to Western influence but, as ties 

mature, there are growing calls for more balanced trade relations, reports Gulf Times (Qatar).  

Nigeria signs US$ 13.1 billion coastal railway contract with China 

Nigeria’s Transportation Ministry has awarded a US$ 13.1 billion contract to China Railway Construction 

Corporation Limited to build a coastal railway line in the country, that will extend across 10 of its 36 states, 

according to Ventures (Nigeria).  In recent years, investment from China’s private enterprises in Nigeria has 

been increasingly active as over 40 Chinese private firms have entered Nigeria with a total investment of US$  

800 million in the fields of agriculture, textile industry, construction materials and mining amongst others, 

reports Yohaig (Nigeria). 

Kidnapped Chinese engineers freed  

Two Chinese engineers kidnapped in Sudan have been released. The engineers had been held by the Darfur 

Justice and Equality Movement, an armed group opposed to the Sudanese central government, according to 

Brecoder (Pakistan). Chinese workers in Sudan have been repeatedly abducted by Sudanese resistance 

groups, embarrassing the Khartoum government, which has been engaged in a long-running struggle with 

ethnically and religiously distinct tribes in the southern and western parts of the country, reports Global Post 

(USA). 

China vows to help find missing Nigerian girls 

China have offered to deploy advanced tracking technologies to support Nigeria's security agencies engaged 

in the search and rescue operation of 200 abducted schoolgirls. Premier Li Keqiang promised that China will 

make any useful information acquired by its satellites and intelligence services available to Nigeria's security 

agencies, according to Business Standard (India). The wife of the Chinese Premier, Prof. Heng Chong, has 

expressed confidence in the Nigerian government's efforts to ensure the safe return of the abducted school 

girls in Chibok, Borno, reports Nigeria Bulletin (Nigeria).  

Zimbabwe in bid for more China business 

Zimbabwe wants to upgrade its terms of business with China in a bid to attract more investment and tourists  

into the country as part of a wider attempt to revive its economy. Issues under discussion include the 

establishment of special economic zones, faster visa processing, and mutual recognition of product quality 

control standards, according to South China Moring Post (HKSAR). Zimbabwe, whose economy is slowing 

down due to shortages of capital and foreign investment, requires US$ 27 billion – more than twice the size of 

its economy – to fund an ambitious five-year plan to improve basic services and rebuild the country, reports 

Nehanda Radio (Zimbabwe).  
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