
... 
Contact Us 
  +27 21 808 2840 

  +27 21 808 2841 

  ccsinfo@sun.ac.za 

  www.sun.ac.za/ccs 

 CCS_STELL 

 Facebook.com/CCS.Stell 

   

     About Us 
The Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at Stellenbosch University 

is the leading African research institution for innovative  
and policy relevant analysis of the relations  

between China and Africa.  

  The Weekly China Briefing                          16 May 2014 

Illegal logging in Africa allegedly fuelled by China’s growing timber demands 

Experts have estimated that African countries are losing around US$ 17 billion annually from illegal logging. 

The illicit trade in timber and other wood species is contributing to deforestation in large parts of Africa, mainly 

in the Congo basin rainforest, the world’s second largest rainforest after the Amazon, reports FTimes (UK). 

Chinese companies are increasingly playing a role in the illegal logging as there is mounting pressure to satisfy 

the country’s demands for wood. China’s demand for specialty hardwoods is further pushing logging activities 

further into Africa’s heartlands in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Zambia, according to Reuters (USA).   

Aviation deal between China and Kenya established 

Hainan Airline, touted as the largest privately-owned air transport company in China, plans to enter the east-

Africa market with a US$ 50 million investment, according to The Star (Kenya). The HNA Group (parent 

company of Hainan Airlines) and China-Africa Development Fund, have signed a memorandum of 

understanding with Astral Aviation Airlines, a Kenyan cargo airline to explore the aviation markets of Kenya 

and east-Africa. Under the deal, Hainan Airlines seeks to take shares in Astral Aviation, with the aim of 

providing civil aviation services in Kenya and other east-African countries, reports ChinaDaily (China).   

Cement factory in South Africa to be jointly funded by China and South Africa 

Nedbank Capital and the Bank of China Johannesburg have jointly announced the raising of debt capital to 

fund a new entrant into the southern-African cement industry, Mamba Cement.  This is one of the first pure 

limited recourse project finance deals undertaken and funded by Chinese entities on the African continent, 

reports BDlive (RSA). A US$ 17.5 million greenfields pure cement plant with a capacity of more than one 

million tons a year is to be built near Northam in Limpopo, South Africa, strategically placed to serve the major 

cement demand centres of Johannesburg, Pretoria, Rustenburg and Brits, according to Businessreport (RSA).  

Anti-China protests escalate in Vietnam 

At least 21 people were killed and nearly 100 injured in Vietnam on Thursday during violent protests 

against China. Crowds set fire to industrial parks and factories, hunted down Chinese workers and attacked 

police during the riots, which have spread from the south to the central part of the country following the start of 

the protests on 13 May 2014, reports The Guardian (UK). Thousands of protesters began demonstrating on 

Tuesday over China's deployment of an oil rig into waters that both countries claim as sovereign territory. 

Neither local police nor the government were allegedly responding to the violence, reportedly claiming that 

there was nothing they can do to control the situation, according to CNN (USA).  

Environmental protests in eastern-China lead to arrests 

Construction of a garbage incinerator in an eastern-Chinese city has been suspended after protesters blocked 

traffic on a highway and clashed with the police over the weekend, leaving nearly 40 people injured in the 

latest incident of citizens rallying over pollution fears. Protesters set ablaze two police vehicles and overturned 

several dozen vehicles on a highway leading to the city of Hangzhou. At least 29 police personnel and ten 

protesters were injured in the clash, according to HindustanTimes (India). Police said that 53 people have 

been detained for criminal offenses ranging from vandalism to preventing the use of public property, reports 

NewsObserver (USA). 
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