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  The Weekly China Briefing                          23 May 2014 

Suspected Boko Haram attack on Chinese workers in Cameroon 

The Chinese Embassy in Cameroon has confirmed an unidentified armed group, probably Boko Haram, 

attacked a Chinese company's camp in northern Cameroon on 16
 
May 2014, leaving one Chinese national 

wounded and 10 others missing, according to Want China Times (Taiwan). During his four nation Africa tour 

in early May, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang, said that China stands ready to assist Africa's capacity-building in 

peace-keeping and counter-terrorism. Li during his visit to Nigeria also offered assistance to help find the 

schoolgirls abducted on 14 April, by Boko Haram, according to Xinhua (China).  

China is putting US$ 2 billion into fighting its neo-colonialist image in Africa 

Beijing and the African Development Bank, a major lender to the region, will announce a US$ 2 billion 

investment vehicle (paywall) that will open contracts to the best bidder, instead of just to Chinese firms. 

Chinese policy banks have been criticised for awarding projects to Chinese companies who are said to 

import their own labour and launch projects that bring little benefit to the local economy, according to Quartz 

(USA). The fund appears to be part of a broader effort by Beijing to recalibrate its relations with Africa in 

response to criticism inside and outside the continent, reports Financial Times (USA). 

Ethiopia in US$ 500 million Boeing fleet expansion deal with China 

Ethiopian Airlines said on Monday in Addis Ababa that it has signed a US$ 500 million agreement with the 

Chinese Government to expand its Boeing fleet. The Airliner has signed an MoU with the Chinese company 

ICBC Financial Leasing, according to Punch (Nigeria). ICBC Leasing is a wholly owned subsidiary of 

Industrial and Commercial Bank of China and will provide Ethiopian Airlines with financial support for its fleet 

in the form of finance leases, sale and lease back agreements, commercial loans and operating leases from 

ICBC Leasing’s Boeing order, reports Geeskaafrika (Ethiopia). 

Urumqi attack kills 31 in China's Xinjiang region 

Thirty-one people were killed and more than 90 injured in an attack on a busy street market in Urumqi, the 

capital of China’s Xinjiang's province, the bloodiest attack to date in a series of violent incidents blamed on 

separatist Uygur Muslims. Two off-road vehicles ploughed into the crowd and unidentified assailants threw 

explosive, according to South China Moring Post (SAR Hong Kong). Xinjiang, which is home to the Muslim 

Uighur minority, has seen a spate of attacks in the past year. Information about incidents in the region, where 

ethnic tensions between Uighurs and Han Chinese continue, is tightly controlled, reports BBC (UK). 

Windows 8 banned from Chinese government computers 

China is banning Windows 8 devices from at least some government IT purchases, in a mysterious move 

that took Microsoft off-guard. The ban came from China’s Central Government Procurement Centre, which 

posted a brief notice last Friday on new requirements for government tenders, according to PC Word (USA). 

Microsoft said it would continue to work with the Central Government Procurement Center and other 

government agencies. As it stands, Microsoft can still sell Windows 8 in the country, only the Chinese 

government will no longer be a buyer. The North American software giant has been selling Windows in China 

for more than 20 years, reports Wired (USA). 
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