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  The Weekly China Briefing                          2 May 2014 

Premier of China, Li Keqiang to visit four African Countries in May 

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang will pay official visits to Ethiopia, Nigeria, Angola and Kenya from 4 to 11 May 

2014. During his stay in Ethiopia, Li will visit the headquarters of the African Union (AU) in Addis Ababa at the 

invitation of AU rotating Chairperson Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz and Chairperson of the AU Commission 

Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma. The premier will also attend the 2014 World Economic Forum on Africa to be held 

in Abuja, capital of Nigeria, reports Xinhuanet (China).  This will be Li’s first visit to Africa as the Premier of 

China’s State Council, as well as his first foreign visit of 2014, according to Capital News (Kenya).    

The year of South Africa in China launched in Beijing 

The Year of South Africa in China, a year-long program to showcase South Africa's cultures and traditions, 

was launched in Beijing on 29 April 2014. More than 50 events about South Africa including trade seminars, 

art programs and educational projects will be held in China throughout 2014, according to Xinhuanet (China). 

Chinese President Xi Jinping and his South African counterpart, Jacob Zuma, have planned to celebrate one 

another's nations, with the year of China in South Africa as well as the year of South Africa in China, reports 

FOCAC (China). 

Sierra Leone’s newest highway– funded and constructed by China 

The Youyi Highway, funded and built by the Chinese government at the cost of US$ 30 million, was officially 

handed over to the government of Sierra Leone on 26 April 2014. The road spreads, at a full length of 11,26 

kilometres, from Regent to Kossoh and connects the mountain communities in the western part of Freetown, 

according to Xinhuanet (China). President Ernest Koroma on Saturday, 26 April 2014, officially opened the 

reconstructed Regent-Grafton Road now named Youyi Highway. He said that the commissioning of the road 

was in line with the countries independence celebrations, pointing out that it was a special gift to Sierra Leone 

on her 53rd Independence Anniversary, reports Awareness Times (Sierra Leone).    

Consumption of protected animal species to become illegal in China 

Under a new interpretation of existing Chinese criminal law, the Standing Committee of the National People’s 

Congress last week decided that consuming an animal protected by the National Wildlife Protection law will be 

punishable by a minimum of 10 years of imprisonment. Conservationists have praised the recent decision as 

an important step in the war against illegal poaching, reports The New York Times (USA). China has 420 

animals on a list of officially protected endangered species many of which are illegally traded for their meat, 

considered as delicacies and prized for their alledged medicinal properties, according to CNN (USA). 

United States of America economy maybe second after China already in 2014 

China’s economy is catching up to the United Sates of America’s faster than anticipated - that is according 

to a new report from the International Comparison Program (ICP) of the World Bank. The ICP assesses 

economies based on purchasing power parity (PPP), an estimate of the real living costs, according to Time 

(USA). The United States remained the world's largest economy, but it was closely followed by China when 

measured using PPPs. The research puts China's gross domestic product (GDP) at 87 per cent of the United 

States in 2011. India is now the world's third largest economy, moving ahead of Japan, reports CNBC (USA).  
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