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Guinea, Rio Tinto and Chinalco sign US$ 20 billion deal for iron ore mine 

Global mining giant Rio Tinto has agreed on a US$ 20 billion deal to develop the word’s largest untapped iron 

ore deposit in Guinea. Guinea’s Simandou iron ore resource has the potential of creating Africa’s biggest ever 

infrastructure venture, with plans to build rail infrastructure and a port to export the metal, according to The 

Telegraph (UK). As part of the deal, the Republic of Guinea will own a 7.5 per cent stake in the project, while 

partners Rio Tinto, Aluminium Corporation of China and the International Finance Corporation (IFC) will own 

46.57 per cent, 41.3 per cent  and 4.625 per cent  respectively, reports MiningTechnology.com (UK).   

Nigerian Navy receives warship courtesy of China 

Several Chinese naval vessels arrived in Nigeria early this week for a goodwill visit. During the four day visit, 

the Chinese and Nigerian navy personnel are scheduled to carry out joint training exercises. In addition to the 

joint training exercises, China has donated a combat vessel to the Nigerian Navy to assist in providing 

maritime security, according to Defence Web (South Africa). Western Naval Command Rear Admiral Ilesanmi 

Alade said the vessel is yet to be handed over to the Nigerian Navy but added that the process toward the 

handover has been initiated, the vessel is expected to arrive in July 2014, reports Sun (Nigeria).   

More African students set to benefit from Chinese scholarships 

The Chinese government is set to increase the amount of annual scholarships afforded to African students. 

By the end of 2013, there were over 35,000 African students in China, most of which were beneficiaries of 

Chinese government scholarships, reports New Times (Rwanda). The Chinese Government has also 

established 38 Confucius institutions in 32 countries in Africa, further increasing the opportunities for 

education based exchanges between China and various African countries, according to Lusaka Times 

(Zambia). 

Fishing boat incident in disputed waters further affects China-Vietnam tension 

Vietnam and China traded accusations on 27 May 2014 over who the aggressor was in a clash that led to the 

sinking of a Vietnamese fishing boat in the South China Sea, sharpening tensions already dangerously high 

after China moved an oil rig into disputed waters, reports South China Morning Post (SAR Hong Kong). 

According to  Vietnamese state media, a Chinese vessel rammed and sank a Vietnamese fishing boat about 

17 nautical miles southwest of the oil rig on 26 May 2014. China however labelled Vietnam as the aggressor, 

with the Chinese state-run news agency, Xinhua, saying the Vietnamese fishing boat “capsized when it was 

interfering with and ramming” a Chinese fishing vessel , according to New York Times (USA).  

Heightened crackdown on instant messaging in China 

China is targeting popular smartphone-based instant messaging services in a month-long campaign to crack 

down on what the government calls "rumours and infiltration of hostile forces", according to The Guardian 

(UK). The month-long campaign follows a similar clampdown last year on Sina Weibo, a Twitter-like 

microblogging service whose popularity has been hit as China's censors have tightened their grip. It also 

comes amid a string of violent attacks that Beijing has blamed on separatists from the far-western region of 

Xinjiang, and ahead of the 25th anniversary of the Tiananmen Square killings, reports Channel News Asia 

(Singapore). 
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