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China contributes more soldiers to UN peacekeeping in South Sudan 

China has agreed to provide further assistance to the UN mission in South Sudan, promising to contribute an 

additional 850 soldiers. These additional troops are set to join some 350 non-combat Chinese troops who 

already form part of the peacekeeping operation. The Chinese contingent is part of a larger UN authorised 

force of 12,500 troops from various other nations, according to Aljazeera (Qatar). This decision by China 

underscores that it is taking an increasingly robust role in protecting its interests and playing a greater role in 

African regional security. The China National Petroleum Corporation controls 40 per cent of the oil 

production in Sudan and South Sudan, reports International Policy Digest (USA).  

Education to increasingly form part of China-Africa relations 

During his visit to Africa last month, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang vowed to earmark half of China's foreign 

aid to Africa without preconditions and stated that the relationship between China and Africa should be one 

marked by shared interests, common development and cultural exchanges, reports Xinhua (China). China's 

efforts in education and cultural exchange in Africa are on the rise, and their focus is no longer solely placed 

on trade and economic benefits. China plans to take 30,000 African students to China between 2013 and 

2015. At present it also offers support to 38 Confucius Institutes teaching Mandarin and Chinese culture at 

many of Africa's top universities, according to The Week (USA). 

Zambia and China sign new loan agreements 

Chinese Vice President Li Yuanchao arrived in Zambia on Wednesday for the signing of loan and grant 

agreements (totalling US$ 64 million). Accompanied by 21 businessmen and Communist Party officials, Li 

signed eight agreements, which allegedly included the financing of hospital and mobile medical clinics, road 

construction and electricity generation projects, reports SAPA (South Africa). Besides involvement in 

construction, Chinese companies are in also very active in Zambia’s copper and coal mining sectors. 

Bilateral trade rose to US$ 3.8 billion last year, from US$ 3.4 billion in 2012, according to SCMP (SARHK).  

China expands plans for World Bank rival 

China is expanding plans to establish a global financial institution to rival the World Bank and the Asian 

Development Bank, which Beijing fears are too strongly influenced by the USA and its allies, according to 

Financial Times (UK). The institution, tentatively called the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, was first 

proposed by Xi Jinping in 2013 to help finance infrastructure and development projects in the region. So far, 

22 countries, including several states in the Middle East have shown interest in the multi-lateral lender. Start

-up capital would allegedly be between US$ 50 billion and US$ 100 billion, reports Devex (USA).   

First ever Chinese ministerial-level official sent to Taiwan  

China has sent its first ever ministerial-level official to Taiwan for four days of meetings to rebuild ties with 

the self-ruled island that Beijing claims as its own, after mass protests in Taipei hampered relations earlier 

this year, Associated Press (USA). Over the next four days, Mr Zhang, minister of Beijing’s Taiwan Affairs 

Office, is set to meet his counterpart, Taiwan's Mainland Affairs Minister, Wang Yu-chi, and opposition 

figure Chen Chu, who is the mayor of the pro-independence prone southern city Kaohsiung. His visit has 

already triggered some small-scale protests in Taipei, according to local media and some groups are 

threatening that more widespread protests are to take place in Kaohsiung, according to BBC (UK). 
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