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Chinese Peacekeepers headed for South Sudan 

China has decided to deploy a battalion of 850 soldiers to bolster the United Nations peacekeeping efforts in 

war-hit South Sudan. The United Nations Security Council in late December last year, approved an extra 

5,500 peacekeepers for South Sudan following the violent outbreak of conflict in the country, according to 

Bernama (Malaysia). Since increasing its footprint on the African continent, China has strictly adhered to its 

policy of non-interference in the internal affairs of other states. However, as the troop deployments prove, this 

stance has become near impossible to maintain, reports Daily Maverick (South Africa). 

Hongqiao to buy African bauxite company for US$ 120 million 

China Hongqiao Group Ltd., China’s largest non-state aluminium producer, agreed to buy a company 

developing bauxite deposits in Africa for roughly US$ 120 million, according to Business Week (USA). 

Hongqiao is seeking new sources of bauxite, after Indonesia, south-East Asia's largest economy, banned 

exports of the unprocessed ore in January 2014. The company, one of the lowest-cost smelters in China, is 

ramping up output as demand for the mineral remains strong in China, reports China Mining (China). 

Chinese-Mozambican consortium set up for coal mining in Mozambique 

A consortium formed by the Chinese company Kingho Investment in partnership with publicly owned 

Mozambican Mining Exploration Company (EMEM) and Monte Binga, a 100 per cent Mozambican Defence 

Ministry owned company, on Monday signed an agreement in Maputo on undertaking a viability study for the 

opening of another coal mine in the western province of Tete, according to Mozambique News Agency 

(Mozambique). Mozambique’s Mining Resources Minister said that the consortium could receive a 25-year 

concession on the mine if the results of the surveys proved positive, reports Macauhub (China). 

Solar world’s trade dispute continues to haunt China 

Chinese solar panels have a higher overall carbon footprint and are likely to use substantially more energy 

during manufacturing than those made in Europe. A new study from Northwestern University and the US 

Department of Energy’s Argonne National Laboratory conducted the research on Chinese solar panels, 

according to Daily Fusion (USA). This research comes as European solar again unhappy with Chinese 

imports, claiming that Chinese solar firms are ignoring the recent trade agreement that sets a minimum price 

for solar panels. Researchers in the US have called for the industry to set a "carbon tariff" that would push 

up the cost of products that fail to meet certain environmental standards, reports Business Green (UK). 

Tiananmen creates tension between USA and China 

China has made a formal complaint to the USA after the White House urged Beijing to account for the 

protesters who were killed during the Tiananmen massacre when Chinese citizens protested for more 

freedom and rights. Tens of thousands of people gathered in Hong Kong to mark the 25th anniversary of the 

massacre, but all mention of the event was forbidden in mainland China, according to BBC (UK). The White 

House said that it honoured those who gave their lives in the protests and said in a statement that it would 

always speak out in support of the fundamental human rights that the protesters sought, reports Cyprus Mail 

(Cyprus). 
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