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Growing demand for ivory in China fuels African terrorism  

Chinese demand for ivory is fuelling violence and bloodshed across Africa and the Middle East, with militant 

groups such as al-Shabab and the Lord's Resistance Army using the "white gold" as a key source of 

funding. The involvement of such groups in the illegal ivory trade has politicians and activists increasingly 

viewing the issue as a threat to national security, not just animal preservation, according to SCMP (SARHK). 

The price of African ivory in China has tripled in the past four years, causing the dissident militias and 

organised-crime groups that monopolise the trade to ramp up illicit poaching, reports Time (USA). 

Chinese energy company to invest US$ 117 million in Ghanaian solar field  

Chinese energy company Solargiga has partnered with Ghana's Savannah Accelerated Development 

Authority (SADA) to construct a 40 MW solar PV plant near Tamale in Northern Ghana.  

The project will require an investment of about US$ 117 million. SADA is expected to invest an equivalent of 

10 per cent of the total equity investment, according to Clean Technica (International). Construction has 

already begun,  and once finished, the plant will be connected to Ghana's electricity grid with the intention of 

accelerating SADA's development of the country’s North, reports PV Magazine (China).      

South African president launches China automotive plant in Eastern Cape 

South African President Jacob Zuma officially opened the First Automotive Works (FAW) South Africa 

assembly plant in an industrial development zone in the Eastern Cape province of South Africa. The more 

than US$ 60 million truck assembly plant is funded jointly by China FAW Group Corporation and the China-

Africa Development Fund,  reports Star Africa (International). The plant will initially assemble 5,000 trucks 

annually for the sub-Saharan African market, where FAW plans to entrench itself. This project is part of the 

South African government's aim of growing manufacturing into an important pillar of the economy, according 

to Shanghai Daily (China). 

China’s Foreign Ministry thinks the “time is ripe” for a BRICS development bank 

China's Vice-Foreign Minister Li Baodong, said that the "time is ripe" to announce the BRICS development 

bank during an upcoming summit in Fortaleza, Brazil. The five BRICS countries are aiming to set up a US$ 

50 billion development bank to fund extensive infrastructure projects, reports China Daily (Beijing). The 

launch of the bank will be the group's first major achievement after struggling to take co-ordinated action 

following an exodus of capital from emerging markets last year, triggered by the scaling back of USA 

monetary stimulus. Funding will be divided equally, with an initial total of US$ 10 billion in cash over seven 

years and US$ 40 billion in guarantees. The US$ 50 billion will be eventually built up to US$ 100 billion, and 

the bank will be able to start lending in 2016, according to Reuters (USA). 

More than half of China's foreign aid since 2010 went to Africa 

More than half of China's foreign aid of over US$ 14 billion between 2010 and 2012 was directed to Africa, 

the Chinese government said on Thursday. The number still pales in comparison with the United States' 

foreign aid, of about US$ 46 billion for the fiscal year 2015. Aid was given as grants, interest-free loans and 

concessional loans, reports Reuters. In 2011, China put its total foreign aid over the past six decades at 

Yuan 256.29 billion (US$ 414 billion). The Chinese government said that it was dedicated to helping 

economies boost their ability to export by providing infrastructure, according to The Guardian. 
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