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South Sudan vice president on four-day visit to China 

South Sudan’s vice-president, James Wani Igga, is in China for a four-day visit. The visit, although not 

officially announced, is considered part of the young nation’s efforts to strengthen its ties with Beijing. Last 

year, China agreed to help South Sudan develop a mining sector and also pledged to lend between US$ 1 

billion and US$ 2 billion for road, power and agriculture projects, according to Sudan Tribune (South Sudan).  

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang, said that the Chinese government will expand co-operation with South Sudan 

in areas including trade, agriculture, infrastructure construction and energy, reports AllAfrica (International). 

Chinese university trains 41 engineers from Angola 

A group of 41 Angolan students last week completed their engineering degrees at the Chinese University of 

Wuhan in Hubei province. The students were subsidised by Power Construction Corporation  of China, 

forming part of the company’s social responsibility project in Angola, according to Macauhub (SAR Macau).  

During a recent visit to Luanda, Angola, Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang, pledged to donate US$ 28 

million to fund unspecified development projects in Angola. Angola has received over US$10 billion in 

funding from China since 2002, mainly focused on infrastructure, Macauhub (SAR Macau).  

China reopens embassy in Somalia 

Beijing said on Monday that it will re-open its embassy in Somalia, 23 years after evacuating its diplomats 

as the East-African nation plunged into civil war. The decision came after Somalia established its first 

government and parliament in 21 years, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei said, according to 

ABC News (USA). Chinese diplomats left Somalia in January 1991 after the long-time dictator was 

overthrown and warlords turned on each other, plunging the impoverished country into chaos. The United 

States of America announced earlier in June 2014 that it would appoint an ambassador to Mogadishu, a 

position which has been vacant for sometime due to violence and deadly bombings spurred by the militant 

network al-Shabab, reports Washington Post (USA).  

South Africa close to starting yellow-corn exports to China 

South Africa, Africa’s biggest corn producer, is close to starting its first exports of yellow corn to China. Annie 

de Villiers, Grain SA Chief Executive Officer, said that talks between the two governments are in the final 

stages, according to Bloomberg (USA).  South African yellow maize exports have more than doubled to 1.2 

million tons in the season which ended in April 2014 (from a year earlier). Shipments almost quadrupled to a 

14-year high in the 2011 season after traders found new markets in countries such as Japan and Spain for a 

surplus that followed a bumper crop, reports Business Report (South Africa). 

Taiwan donates rice to five African nations 

A total of 1,420 tonnes of Taiwanese donated rice  has begun to arrive in five African countries (South 

Africa, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Swaziland and Mozambique) according to Taiwan's representative office in 

South Africa, reports WantChinaTimes (Taipei). The South African branch of the Buddhist Compassion 

Relief Foundation, Tzu Chi, Taiwan's largest charity organisation, has already distributed rice to 3,000 

households in Pretoria, South Africa, with each household getting 20 kg, a move that is expected to benefit 

at least 15,000 people, reports Topix (South Africa). 
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