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China joins world effort to combat Ebola outbreak in West Africa 

The Chinese government has sent medical supplies valued at US$ 5 million to help West Africa fight the 

Ebola virus. Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone are the countries most affected by the outbreak, reports 

Breitbart (UK). In May 2014 China provided medical supplies to West Africa as a preventative measure. On 

Monday a group of Chinese disease control experts arrived in Conakry, Guinea’s capital. The group is one 

of three that will aid in the distribution of supplies and the training of medical workers in the correct use of 

the medical supplies, according to CNTV (China).  

Chinese firm plans to invest US$ 400 million in the construction of an economic zone in Uganda 

Sichuan Wande Investment Group, a Chinese multi-national company has requested that the Ugandan 

government allocate it land to build an economic zone for Chinese companies. Construction will cost US$ 

400 million. A cement factory, a ceramic tile manufacturing plant and a cotton processing plant are some of 

the businesses that will be erected, reports Ventures-Africa (International). The economic zone, which will 

measure 10-square-kilometres, will attract Chinese manufacturers and will hopefully increase the value of 

Ugandan raw materials, according to The Wall Street Journal (USA).  

Africa on the receiving end of multiple Chinese funds 

Africa has been promised billions of US dollars during the US-Africa Leaders Summit which took place on 5 

August 2014. It is the second major summit to take place this year following the EU-Africa summit in March 

2014. The United States of America has pledged US$ 33 billion to Africa while the European Union remains 

Africa’s biggest development partner, offering US$ 39 billion at the end of this year’s summit, reports Mail & 

Guardian (South Africa). The US-Africa summit is seen by many analysts as a reaction to the  fifth Forum 

on China-Africa Cooperation, which was held in 2012. During the last FOCAC, China pledged US$ 20 billion 

over a period of three years, according to Black Press (USA).  

Anti-monopoly investigations in China affect international automakers 

Chinese authorities are currently investigating numerous foreign automakers in China. The focus of the 

review has been on whether automakers have compelled their dealers to set high, standardised prices for 

replacement parts that the carmakers produced, according to NY Times (USA). In view of the investigation, 

luxury carmakers have reduced prices, particularly of auto spare parts, in line with China’s aim of 

maintaining competitiveness in the automotive industry and also protecting customer interests. Some multi-

national executives however say that they feel that China’s anti-trust policies are being enforced in a 

discriminatory fashion, with few inquiries directed at domestic companies, reports Forbes (USA). 

Housing market in China sluggish  

China’s multi-year property boom appears to be grinding to a halt. Prices have dropped in many parts of the 

country, sales have dried up and new construction has fallen sharply as developers have retrenched.  

A change in mind-set among Chinese homebuyers – away from pure speculation towards a system based 

on fundamental demand for accommodation – is leading to a profound shift in the way the country’s housing 

market operates, according to FT (UK). A recent study by data tracker, China Real Estate Index System, 

showed that 17 Chinese cities have housing inventories that could take more than five years to digest. 

Moreover, there also is an oversupply of property developers in need of financial help, reports WSJ (USA). 
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