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Kenya’s Chinese loans exceed US$ 9.3 billion between 2008-2014 

According to the Kenyan treasury, China has granted Kenya over US$ 9.3 billion in loans and grants 

between 2008 and 2014. Former President Mwai Kibaki's government received US$ 5.81 billion, with 

projects worth US$ 456.1 million already completed, while others worth over US$ 5.35 billion are still 

ongoing. The remainder of funds were carried over to the current President Uhuru Kenyatta's 

administration, which took office in 2013, reports Nasdaq (USA). Funds for infrastructure, under recently 

signed agreements, amount to US$ 3.64 billion which includes US$ 3.53 billion spent on the Standard 

Gauge Railway, according to Standard Digital (Kenya).    

Chinese market fuels illegal logging of Mozambique's forests   

China, with its rapidly urbanising population and growing finished timber exports industry, is the world’s 

biggest importer of wood products. In its dealings with Mozambique, it is increasingly buying timber that is 

illegally harvested, costing the country millions of dollars in lost duties and taxes and affecting impoverished 

rural communities, according to Quartz (USA). Mozambique’s official harvest numbers have been compared 

to global import numbers and it has been calculated that 93 per cent of Mozambique’s timber was illegally 

harvested in 2013, up from 76 per cent in 2007, mainly going to the Chinese market, reports Environmental 

Investigation Agency (UK).   

Collaboration between China and Ghana to fight piracy of Ghanaian textiles 

Ghana is set to initiate an intervention to revive its ailing textiles industry from the brink of collapse. The 

Ghanaian government is expected to work closely with the Chinese government as part of a new strategy 

to combat the importation of pirated Ghanaian textiles from China, reports CajNews (South Africa). This 

comes after several calls on the Chinese government to tackle the widespread pirating of Ghanaian textile 

designs in China at a bi-lateral level. A 17-member reconstituted anti-textile piracy task force has been 

inaugurated to flush out traders involved in the illicit business, according to Citi FM (Accra). 

Microsoft under pressure and offices raided in China 

China confirmed it is investigating whether Microsoft broke Chinese anti-monopoly laws, the latest sign of 

growing commercial and policy tensions between the United States of America and China that are roiling 

technology companies in both countries, reports Wall Street Journal (USA). On Monday, 28 July, roughly 

100 investigators, raided Microsoft offices in four Chinese cities including Beijing, China's State 

Administration for Industry and Commerce said on Tuesday, 29 July. China stepped up the pressure on 

American companies after American prosecutors indicted five Chinese military officers in May 2014 for 

allegedly stealing corporate secrets, according to Bloomberg (USA). 

Dozens killed, injured in Xinjiang terror attack 

A gang wielding knives and axes attacked civilians, a police station, government offices and smashed 

vehicles in the restive north-western region of Xinjiang. The incident, called an "organised and 

premeditated" terror attack by Chinese authroties, occurred on Monday, 28 July. Dozens of people were 

injured and killed, according to CNN (USA). Xinjiang, home to many Turkic-language speaking Uighurs, has 

been beset by violence for years, which the government blames on Islamist militants and separatists who it 

says are bent on establishing an independent state called East Turkestan, reports Reuters (UK).  
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