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President Mugabe secures Chinese investment for Zimbabwe  

On Monday, 25 August 2014, China and Zimbabwe signed nine landmark agreements that will see China 

providing financial aid for various economic sectors including, energy, roads, agriculture and tourism as part 

of the Zimbabwe Agenda for Sustainable Socio-Economic Transformation. This comes after close to a year 

of negotiations that included several visits to Beijing by Zimbabwean officials and Cabinet ministers, 

according to AllAfrica (International). The current trip to China is 90-year-old Mugabe’s 13th state visit to 

China in what critics describe as a desperate attempt to attract investment to rescue a sinking Zimbabwean 

economy, reports The Guardian (USA).  

Ugandan railway deal with Chinese firm sours  

Plans to construct a US$ 8 billion Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) in Uganda have been scrapped as a 

result of tensions over construction between two Chinese firms, reports Construction Review Online 

(International). On 22 August 2014, the deal with the China Civil Engineering Construction Corporation 

(CCECC) was officially cancelled. The termination of the deal was communicated with the firm in a letter 

sent by John Byabagambi, the State Minister for Works. The government of Uganda is in the process of 

drawing up a new contract with China Harbour Engineering Company Ltd for the construction of the SGR, 

according to The Observer (Uganda).    

Tanzania trade with China up 49 per cent 2012 to 2013 

The Economic and Commercial Representation of China in Tanzania said the bi-lateral trade volume of the 

two countries topped US$ 3.7 billion in 2013, up 49 per cent over the previous year. Tanzania exports to 

China are mainly dominated by natural resources and agricultural products such cotton, beef and rice, 

reports AllAfrica (International). Following the increase in trade between the two countries, a Tanzania-

China logistics centre will be constructed. China will invest US$ 412.5 million in the project, according to 

Tanzania Invest (Tanzania).   

USA and China hold meeting to clear up military tension 

A working group meeting was held between China and the United States of America on the 26th and 27th of 

August 2014. A military security code of conduct covering the South China Sea’s international waters and 

airspace was discussed during the meeting, according to ECNS (China). The meeting is a result of the USA 

accusing a Chinese fighter jet of intercepting a US military patrol plane in mid-air near Hainan Island. 

Professor of international relations at Renmin University, Jin Conrong, stated that the talks are a “hopeful 

sign” for “avoiding unexpected military conflicts" on the high seas as "the two countries try to safeguard their 

own interests", reports BBC (UK).  

Yet another food scare hits China 

Following an array of food scandals to hit China recently, over 30 000 chicken feet contaminated with 

hydrogen peroxide, have been seized by authorities. The chemical which causes nausea and other 

stomach problems, is suspected to have been used to improve the appearance of the chicken feet, making 

them look cleaner, reports CNN (China). Police reported that 35 businesses in the Zhejiang province had 

been selling the soaked chicken feet. Evidence of poison-laced chicken feet was first discovered in 

September 2013 during a routine food safety inspection at a shop in Yongjia, Zhejiang province, according 

to South China Morning Post (China). 
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