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Kenya signs US$ 478 million port deal with China  

Kenya has signed a US$ 478 million agreement with the China Communication Construction Company 

Group to build the first three berths at Lamu Port. The project, which will cost around US$ 24 billion, will be 

completed by 2030. Its aim is to form part of an infrastructure network connecting east Africa. The larger 

project includes oil pipelines to South Sudan and railways to Ethiopia and Uganda from the Indian Ocean 

coast, according to AllAfrica (Egypt). Construction will start in September 2014. On completion the port will 

contain 32 berths. An international airport and an oil refinery will also be constructed in Lamu, reports 

TradeWinds (USA).  

China aids in installation of solar-powered street lights in Ghana 

China has invested in the installation of solar-powered streetlights in the Greater Accra Region. The 

project’s objective is to install 275 streetlights in order to show how cost effective solar street lights in urban 

areas could be, reports GhanaWeb (Ghana). The project cost US$ 1.5 million. Huawei Technologies has 

helped with the installation. There are further plans for the construction of a clean coal power plant in the 

Northern Region of Ghana, according to VibeGhana (Ghana).  

Chinese solar company builds plant in South Africa 

The Chinese solar energy company Jinkno Solar has opened a solar photovoltaic module manufacturing 

plant worth US$ 56 million in Cape Town. The factory has a production capacity of 1300 panels per day, 

reports South Africa.info (South Africa). Western Cape Premier Helen Zille said that the company’s 

decision to open the plant in South Africa is good news for job creation in the country. She further stated 

that the provincial government has teamed up with a local tertiary institution to send students to China for 

training, according to People’s Daily (China).  

President Obama says the USA is a better fit for Africa 

In a speech made to a summit of African leaders on Tuesday, US president Barack Obama suggested that 

the USA was a better business partner for Africa than China. He claimed that the USA was interested in the 

continent for more than just its minerals and oil, reports The Guardian (UK). Obama announced a US$ 33 

billion investment plan during the summit. The money is set to go towards various energy and infrastructure 

projects. President Obama further stated that he wants “Africa buying more American products and 

America buying more African products.” Approximately 50 heads of state were in attendance at the summit 

which forms part of Mr Obama’s efforts to improve US relations with Africa, according to  Financial Times 

(USA).  

Devastating Earthquake Strikes China 

According to the official Xinhua News Agency, the death toll, following Sunday 3 August’s earthquake in 

China, has surpassed 500. The earthquake struck a rural area in the province of Yunnan. Authorities have 

stated that more than one million people were affected by the disaster, reports The Wall Street Journal 

(USA). More than two thousand people were injured and around 80,000 homes were destroyed. Rescue 

efforts were hampered by landslides, caused by the 6.1 magnitude earthquake, blocking roads. Volunteer 

rescuers were told to keep their distance due to the unsafe nature of the disaster zone, according to NDTV 

(India). 
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