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China ships Ebola drug to West Africa 

A new drug developed by China will be shipped to West Africa to help control the outbreak of Ebola. The 

drug, called JK-05, was developed over a period of five years at the Institute of Microbiology and 

Epidemiology at the Academy of Military Medical Sciences, according to Telesur (Venezuela). The drug is 

said to be able to prevent Ebola from replicating itself by selectively suppressing the virus's RNA 

polymerase. Although the drug has passed safety evaluations in clinical tests, medical experts have warned 

that its use should be reserved for emergencies. Since August 2014, China has provided a total of US$ 5 

million in aid to Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea-Bissau, reports ECNS (China).   

First Ethiopian tram manufactured in China complete  

Testing of the first tram for the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa is underway at the CNR Changchun plant in 

China. The fleet of 41 three-section 70 per cent low-floor vehicles will have a maximum speed of 70km/h. 

The first vehicles are scheduled for delivery at the end of 2014, with the final units due to arrive in Ethiopia 

in January 2015, reports Xinhua (China). CNR said the arrival of the first Chinese-built trams in Africa would 

act as demonstrator for Chinese technology, opening the door to other African markets including proposed 

light rail lines in Kenya, Congo, Zimbabwe, Egypt and Nigeria, reports Railway Gazette(UK). 

New report reveals Guangzhou is home to largest African community in Asia 

Guangzhou, capital city of China’s Guangdong Province, has become the largest gathering place for African 

immigrants in Asia, with an African population estimated at more than 200 000, most of whom are illegal 

immigrants, according to a report issued by Guangzhou Developmental Academy of Guangzhou University, 

reports People’s Daily (China). In 2007, Guangdong authorities arrested 7,000 illegal foreigners and 

detained more than 700 people. In 2008, the number swelled to 13 000, of which “Africans account for a 

large share”, the report said. The crime rate among has been on the rise, and the report claims drug-related 

crimes alone accounted for nearly 60 per cent of all crimes, according to Nanfang (HK SAR).  

Hong Kong and China’s democracy row 

The central government in China decreed Sunday, 31 August 2014, that it will effectively decide who can 

run for Hong Kong's top leadership post in 2017 by requiring candidates to be approved by a committee it 

also helps choose, this is the latest in a series of reminders to the southern semi-autonomous territory that 

China is in charge. The ruling has created a backlash in Hong Kong, reports WSJ (Germany). Police on 

Monday, 1 September 2014, used pepper spray to disperse activists who heckled and jeered a senior 

Chinese official who flew to Hong Kong to explain the decision by China's National People’s Congress 

Standing Committee, according to Reuters (USA).   

China marks World War Two victory over Japan 

Chinese President Xi Jinping and all six other members of the Politburo Standing Committee, the country's 

most powerful body, made a rare public appearance on 3 September 2014, to commemorate 69 years since 

Japan's surrender at the end of World War II, according to Channel News Asia (Singapore). The ceremony 

was the first since China earlier this year declared September 3 as a national day to mark Japan's defeat. 

Hundreds of veterans, officials, military personnel, schoolchildren, and young people in traditional ethnic 

minority dress gathered at a museum near the Marco Polo Bridge on the edge of Beijing, where a skirmish 

between Chinese and Japanese troops in 1937 triggered a full-scale war, reports Aljazeera (Qatar).  
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