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Chinese company chosen to construct gas-fired plant in Namibia  

The Chinese company Shanghai Electric has been granted a tender by the Namibian government  to 

construct a US$ 1.2 billion gas-fired power plant in the country. The Kudu project will pump gas from the 

Kudu gas field to a combined cycle gas power plant, reports CNBC (Africa). Negotiations between Namibia 

Power Corp and Shanghai Electric will begin on Monday 29 September 2014 and a contract is likely to be 

signed by March 2015. If all goes according to plan, the plant should be opened in early 2018, according to 

Bloomberg (USA). 

Ugandan railway project hoping for Chinese loan as Hydrocarbon estimate doubles 

Uganda hopes to obtain a US$ 8 billion loan from China for the construction of a railway network to improve 

the transport infrastructure in the country. A memorandum of understanding with China Harbour 

Engineering Corporation was signed in late August 2014 to conduct a feasibility study on the railway project, 

according to NTV (Uganda). The call for aid in the construction of the railway network comes in light of the 

discovery of Hydrocarbon deposits near Uganda’s border in 2006 and a recent discovery that the estimated 

amount of Hydrocarbons underground had since then doubled, reports Global Construction Review (UK). 

Concerns raised over torture weapons sold in Africa 

It has been reported that 130 Chinese firms are involved in the manufacturing of various torture devices 

now used by African countries such as Uganda, Liberia and Madagascar. What is most unnerving about this 

is the fact that the rule of law is poor in many of these countries with a high potential for abuse of the 

purchased weapons, reports Sahara Reporters (Africa). It is reported that one firm selling thumb cuffs, stun 

guns, restraint chairs and spike batons has ties with 40 different countries in Africa. China was urged by the 

NGO Amnesty International to reform its trade regulations and to put an end to the irresponsible trade of 

weapons that are most likely to be used to violate human rights, according to Opposing Views (USA).  

Life sentence for prominent Uigher activist Ilham Tohti 

A Chinese court has sentenced the country's most prominent advocate for the rights of Muslim Uighur 

people, Ilham Tohti, to life in prison on separatism charges, his lawyer has said, in a case that has provoked 

an international outcry. The Urumqi People's Intermediate Court announced the verdict against Tohti on 

Tuesday, 23 September 2014, following a two-day trial last week, according to Aljazeera (Qatar). Tohti will 

appeal against the sentence. Tohti, who taught at Beijing's Minzu University, has said he never associated 

with any terrorist organisation or foreign-based group. During his detention Tohti was denied food for more 

than 10 days and kept in leg irons for at least 40 days, reports Reuters (USA). 

China promises to do more to fight climate change 

At the 2014 UN Climate Summit which was held on Tuesday 23 September, China pledged to take firm 

action on climate change. The country’s carbon emissions are the highest in the world, peaking at about 7.2 

tonnes of CO2 per person per year.  During the Summit China’s Vice-Premier Zhang Gaoli stated that the 

country plans to make its economy increasingly carbon efficient by 2020, according to BBC (UK). Zhang 

also announced that China was donating US$ 6 million to support south-south co-operation on climate 

change. In his speech at the Summit USA president Barack Obama declared that the USA and China have 

a responsibility to lead other countries on the issue of climate change, reports The Guardian (UK). 
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