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  The Weekly China Briefing                     10 October 2014 

International Monetary Fund  says China is now world’s largest economy based on PPP 

China has overtaken the United States of America to become the world’s largest economy, according to 

figures from the International Monetary Fund. Measuring gross domestic product using purchasing power 

parity (PPP) the IMF now estimates China’s GDP at US$ 17.6 trillion, against the USA’s US$ 17.4 trillion, 

reports Vancouver Observer (Canada). Even though China is stronger in terms of PPP, the USA remains 

the largest economy in absolute terms and is likely to keep this position for at least six more years. The PPP 

figures are much more important symbolically than they are in terms of the macroeconomics, according to 

RT (USA) 

Alleged “China influenced” Dalai Lama visa denial continues to create tension in South Africa 

The mayor of Cape Town, South Africa’s legislative capital, Patricia de Lille, has stated that the South 

African government asked the Dalai Lama to withdraw his application for a visa, for reasons “in the national 

interest”. The claims come after fears that China pressured South Africa to deny the Dalai Lama a visa, 

reports IOL News (South Africa). South Africa’s ruling party, the ANC, however countered these claims 

saying that the “perception that China dictates to South Africa on the basis of trade relations is wrong and 

unfounded". The Dalai Lama was to attend the Nobel Peace summit, dedicated Nelson Mandela, in Cape 

Town. The summit has since been cancelled out of protest, according to Times Live, (South Africa). 

Huawei expands operations in Namibia 

The world’s largest telecommunications equipment manufacturer, China’s Huawei has expanded its 

operations in Namibia, after partnering with several companies including the country’s state broadcaster, 

Namibian Broadcasting Corporation (NBC), reports Ventures (International). In partnership with the local 

operators, Huawei serves 2 million Namibians with voice communication, Internet access and digital 

television. Huawei has contributed more than US$ 9 million in tax and US$ 10 million in local procurement 

since beginning operation in Namibia in 2005, according to New Era (Namibia). 

Taiwan offers to help West Africa fight Ebola outbreak 

Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou said Thursday, 9 October 2014, that Taiwan is planning to donate 

100,000 items of protective clothing and US$ 1 million in cash to help fight the Ebola outbreak in West 

Africa. The government will also dispatch medical experts to the region to support international efforts to 

prevent the spread of the deadly virus, reports Focus Taiwan (Taiwan). Taiwan's Center for Disease Control 

said there have been no confirmed cases in China and Taiwan and it has been exchanging information with 

its foreign counterparts to contain the spread of the virus, according to Want China Times (Taiwan). 

China detains supporters of Hong Kong protest 

At least 37 people in mainland China have been detained for supporting the Hong Kong protests. Support 

included posting pictures and messages online showing solidarity and planning to travel to SAR Hong Kong 

to join the protesters, according to human rights group Amnesty International. Another 60 people have been 

called in by police for questioning, reports Aljazeera (Dubai). On Wednesday, 08 October 2014, China 

reiterated its opposition to foreign interference in SAR Hong Kong affairs. Premier Li Keqiang said that the 

"One Country, Two Systems", implemented since Hong Kong's return to China in 1997, has contributed to 

Hong Kong's prosperity, stability and won international acclaim, reports People’s Daily (China). 
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