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Ebola fears spark Chinese evacuation in West Africa   

China’s large commercial footprint in Africa has grown substantially despite harsh conditions, civil wars and 

political instability. Ebola, however, has sparked intense fear among the Chines nationals in various West 

African countries. Companies from the continent’s largest trade partner have evacuated scores of workers 

from Ebola-affected countries in West Africa; curtailing trade, stalling crucial projects and compounding the 

region’s economic troubles, reports WSJ (USA). News reports from several West African countries spoke of 

the panicked evacuation of huge numbers of Chinese citizens since the Ebola outbreak began to spiral out 

of control over the course of the last few months, according to The Inquirer (Philippines).  

Chinese company ZTE set to expand market share in South Africa 

China’s ZTE intends on expanding its market share in smartphones in South Africa through an aggressive 

marketing campaign. ZTE, the biggest rival of China’s Huawei, has grown its business substantially in South 

Africa in recent years, and the company hopes to grab 10 per cent of South Africa’s smartphone market 

within the next three years, reports Tech Central (South Africa). Furthermore, ZTE has also contributed to 

the development of several ICT training centres in South Africa as well as community development in 

various African countries, according to AME Info (Dubai).  

Tanzanian President on six day state visit in China  

Tanzanian President, Jakaya Kikwete, is in China for a six-day state visit at the invitation of Chinese 

President Xi Jinping. The visit, which started on Monday, 20 October 2014, is the second for Kikwete,  

according to Xinhua (China). During his visit, Kikwete will attend commemorations of the 50th anniversary of 

the Tanzania-China Bilateral relations and will also participate in a special celebration to mark 50 years of 

the opening of the Chinese Embassy in Tanzania and Tanzania’s embassy in China. Furthermore, he will 

have the opportunity to hold talks with his host, President Xi, Prime Minister Li Keqiang and Speaker of the 

Parliament Zhang Dejiang, reports Tanzania Daily News (Tanzania).  

BBC’s English-language website blocked in China 

As clashes between pro-democracy protesters and police in Hong Kong intensified, the Chinese 

government reportedly blocked the website of the BBC, a move the British news outlet has called 

“deliberate censorship.” Early last week, a Chinese official suggested that some members of the foreign 

media had not been reporting about the protests in Hong Kong “objectively” and called for all media to do 

so, according to Huffington Post (USA). The last time the BBC's English-language website was disrupted, 

was during the corporation's coverage of activist Chen Guangcheng's escape from house arrest in April 

2012, reports BBC (UK).  

China’s economic growth slows to five year low 

Statistics released on Tuesday, 21 October 2014, show China's Gross Domestic Product grew by 7.3 per 

cent during the third quarter of 2014. The results indicate that it is increasingly likely that China will miss its 

annual growth target for the first time since 1998, in the midst of the Asian financial crisis, reports WSJ 

(USA). Employment, however, remained strong through the third quarter and the service industries that 

leaders want to promote have done well this year despite the downturn, which has been largely due to 

instability in the property market, according to The Guardian (UK). 

http://www.sun.ac.za/ccs
http://online.wsj.com/articles/ebola-fears-spark-china-pullback-in-west-africa-1413915515
http://opinion.inquirer.net/79434/china-at-most-risk-to-ebola-report-says
http://www.techcentral.co.za/chinas-zte-looks-to-build-sa-bulk/51828/
http://ameinfo.com/blog/technology/zte-participates-gitex-2014/
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2014-10/16/c_133722072.htm
http://allafrica.com/stories/201410220127.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/16/bbc-china-website-blocked_n_5996576.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-29628356?ocid=socialflow_twitter
http://online.wsj.com/articles/china-third-quarter-gdp-slows-to-7-3-growth-1413857081
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/oct/21/chinas-economic-growth-falls-to-lowest-in-5-years

