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Medical team from China to staff Chinese funded ebola clinic in Liberia  

About 160 Chinese health workers arrived on Saturday, 15 November 2014, in Liberia, where they are due 

to staff a new US$ 41 million ebola clinic that is being built and fully run by Chinese personnel. Chinese 

Ambassador to Liberia, Zhang Yue, said the new team in Liberia included a number of doctors, nurses, 

technicians and engineers, reports Reuters (USA). This follows other contributions made by China to 

counter ebola in West Africa, including donating medical equipment, the deployment of Chinese medical 

and aid personnel, and providing food and financial assistance to the three affected countries, according to 

Xinhua (China).   

Standard Bank Namibia launches unit dedicated to managing growing Chinese investment 

Due to an influx of Chinese investors into the Southern Africa region, Standard Bank Namibia has created a 

specialised unit within its Corporate and Investment Banking Department, dedicated to managing Chinese 

assets. This move is aimed at capturing a large chunk of the growing investments pouring into Africa from 

China, according to Ventures Africa (Nigeria). Since 2009, China has become the largest trading partner of 

Africa and recorded US$ 210 billion worth of investments on the continent in 2013. During his last African 

tour in May 2013, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang announced that China plans to double bi-lateral trade volume 

with the African continent by 2020, bringing it to US$ 400 billion, reports Asoko Insight (South Africa).  

Ugandan banks offer Chinese yuan payments 

The Ugandan business community can now carry out transactions directly from the Ugandan shilling to the 

yuan - marking a change from having to trade exclusively in US dollars. This is attributed to the growing 

investments and trade volumes between Uganda and China. Trade between the two countries has risen 

from US$ 99 million in 2005 to close to US$ 600 million in 2013, according to CNA (Singapore). Uganda is 

not the only African country where the yuan is gaining ground. Nigeria, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe have 

diversified the composition of their national reserves to include the yuan. Additionally, transactions in the 

yuan have become part of regular business for local banks in Mauritius and the DRC, reports Ecns (China). 

Landmark free trade agreement between China and Australia reached   

On Monday, 17 November 2014, China and Australia sealed a landmark free trade agreement more than a 

decade in the making, significantly expanding ties between the two countries. The deal, 

which Australia called the best ever between Beijing and a “Western country” (sic), will open up Chinese 

markets to Australian farm exporters and the services sector while easing curbs on Chinese investment in 

resource-rich Australia, reports MoneyWeb (SA). China is already Australia’s top trading partner, with bi-

lateral trade of around US$ 130 billion in 2013, according to Reuters (USA). 

China’s first government-backed Internet conference opens 

China is hosting the World Internet Conference from 19 to 21 November 2014, where leaders from local 

Internet giants, including Alibaba and Tencent, will interact with executives from Amazon, Apple and other 

global tech companies, according to Bloomberg (USA). The conference includes sessions on global Internet 

governance, cyber security and mobile Internet, according to the organisers, the Cyberspace Administration 

of China, China’s largest Internet watchdog. Observers say the World Internet Conference is part of China's 

aim to play a bigger role in the management of global cyberspace, reports BBC (UK). 
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