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Ivory Coast receives US$ 875 million loan from China Eximbank for port construction 

China Eximbank has loaned the Ivory Coast US$ 875 million for the construction of a second container 

terminal at Abidjan port, the director general of the port said on Monday, 8 December 2014. The west 

African nation plans to increase capacity at the port in its economic capital Abidjan, one of the busiest in 

Africa. The port serves as a gateway for landlocked nations to the north and a transit point for beans from 

the world's top cocoa grower, according to Reuters (USA). The construction of the terminal will begin in the 

first quarter of 2015 and is expected to be completed in 2021, reports IHS Maritime 360 (South Africa). 

Kenyan officials arrested 77 Chinese nationals in cybercrime raids 

Kenyan police have arrested 77 Chinese nationals and are consulting experts to see if they used advanced 

communications equipment in several houses in an upscale Nairobi neighbourhood to commit espionage. 

Kenya's foreign ministry has also summoned China's top diplomat in the capital Nairobi as it seeks to 

establish if Beijing was in anyway linked to the affair, according to Aljazeera (Qatar). Police said it appeared 

the group was manufacturing ATM cards, and that the suspects may have been involved in money 

laundering and Internet fraud, reports  ABC News (UK). 

President Sisi of Egypt to visit China this month 

Egypt and China are moving towards a strategic alliance that will take shape in an accord during the visit of 

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi to Beijing, scheduled for 23 December 2014. On Monday, 8 December 2014, 

an official delegation formed by the ministers of Trade, Industries, Electricity, Transport, and International 

Co-operation left Cairo for Beijing with the mission of paving the way for President Sisi's visit, according to 

PL (Cuba). Egypt has recently established a cabinet unit specified for China led by Prime Minister Ibrahim 

Mahlab, including a number of key ministers as members to study fields of co-operation with China, reports 

Xinhua (China). 

Brazil and China launch joint satellite  

Brazil and China have successfully launched their latest joint satellite, the fifth satellite to have come from 

this collaboration. The rocket, which was carrying the satellite, was launched from China’s northern 

Shanxi Province on Sunday, 7 December 2014, reports Euronews (France). At a cost of US$ 61 million, 

satellite “Cbers-4” was developed under the China-Brazil Earth Resources Satellite programme and 

features four extra-high resolution cameras that are intended to help preserve areas such as the Amazon 

rainforest, by identifying possible illegal fires and devastation areas, according to ZDNet (UK). 

Top Chinese planning official sentenced to life in prison over bribery 

One of China’s most powerful regulators has been sentenced to life in prison on corruption charges, 

becoming the latest tiger or senior figure to be brought down by President Xi Jinping’s anti-graft campaign. 

Liu Tienan, former deputy head of the National Development and Reform Commission, was charged along 

with his son, for accepting bribes totalling US$ 5.7 million, including a shareholding in a Toyota dealership 

arranged by senior executives at the Japanese carmaker’s local joint-venture partner, according to Financial 

Times (UK). In addition to the life sentence, he has lost political rights for life, with all personal property and 

wealth confiscated. According to officials, his confession and his co-operation with the investigation meant 

he was spared the death penalty, reports BBC (UK).  
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