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South African President visits China 

The South African President, Jacob Zuma, is paying a state visit to China this week. This is Zuma's first visit 

to China since his second term re-election in May 2014. When Chinese President Xi Jinping visited South 

Africa in March 2013, the two leaders designated 2014 as the "Year of South Africa in China" and 2015 the 

"Year of China in South Africa", according to CCTV (China). Zuma has been accompanied by the South 

African ministers of finance, trade and industry, environmental affairs, transport and agriculture, forestry and 

fisheries as well as the executive mayor of Tshwane, reports Times Live (South Africa). 

Chinese rail project provides employment to 30 000 Kenyan workers 

China Road & Bridge Corp. (CRBC), the Chinese firm, which has been contracted to build the US$ 3.6 

billion modern railway line between Nairobi and Mombasa, is looking to bring on board a wide range of 

Kenyan talent that will include engineering, technical and operations personnel for the railway construction. 

“To complete the project on time, about 30,000 workers will be employed,” CRBC said in a statement, 

according to Business and Tech (Kenya). Once completed, workers with the appropriate qualifications and 

experience will be needed to operate the railway, according to CRBC, reports Bloomberg (UK). 

South Sudan and China sign agreement on academic exchange 

In 2012 South Sudan set out to build new modern campuses for its five public Universities with US$ 2.5 

billion in oil-backed loans from China. This was an effort to boost education in the country, where only a 

quarter of adults are literate, according to Reuters (USA). In an effort to uphold these efforts, the five public 

Universities of South Sudan and the University of International Business and Economics of China have 

signed several agreements in order to foster exchange and cooperation in education and research. These 

agreements are set to result in a number of programmes which will allow the exchange of academic staff 

and students, conducting cooperative research as well as exchanging academic information and 

publications, reports OT (Canada). 

World’s longest railway — linking China and Madrid 

In an initiative to establish a new “Silk Road” linking Asia and Europe through Central Asia, China has 

launched a cargo train service, connecting the world's largest commodity market, in Yiwu with the Spanish 

capital Madrid, 13000km away, reports The Economic Times (India). The train left Yiwu in late November 

2014, 300km south of Shanghai, and will cross Kazakhstan, Russia, Belarus, Poland, Germany and France 

before arriving in Spain this month. The total distance covered by the new rail route is greater than that of 

the world's longest train service, the 9259km Moscow-Vladivostok Rossinya route, and five times as long as 

the route of the famous Orient Express, according to The Local (Spain). 

United Kingdom and China clash over Hong Kong 

Tensions between the United Kingdom and China escalated this weekend after Chinese embassy officials 

announced that a committee of inquiry of United Kingdom members of Parliament would not be allowed to 

enter Hong Kong. The trip was intended for later this month by the parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Its perceived purpose was to evaluate the implementation of the Sino-British Joint Declaration that returned 

the former British colony to China 30 years ago, according to WSWS (Russia). The news comes as pro-

democracy demonstrators in Hong Kong again clashed with police early this week. The protesters are 

calling for more open elections to choose their leaders in 2017, reports Deutsche Welle (Germany). 
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