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is the leading African research institution for innovative  
and policy relevant analysis of the relations  

between China and Africa.  

China’s Foreign Minister defends Chinese presence in Africa  

During his five-nation tour of Africa, China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi said that China will not follow the path 

of other so called “Western colonists”. This follows after concerns had been raised by various African 

leaders that locals are not benefitting from Chinese investments on the continent because most of the 

materials and workers are brought in from China, reports CNBC (South Africa). Mr Wang assured that 

China’s aid to Africa comes with no strings attached and that China will not try and “steal” Africa’s 

resources. Wang’s tour includes visits to Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Sudan and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, according to South China Morning Post (China). 

Ebola-affected countries in West Africa receive next Chinese aid shipment  

China has sent an additional 232 medical workers to Sierra Leone and Liberia in a continued effort to help 

fight Ebola, which has thus far claimed over 5 000 lives since its outbreak began in early 2014. The Chinese 

medical workers arrived in West Africa on Wednesday, 14 January 2015, reports The Africa Report 

(France). 154 of the workers have been sent to Sierra Leone to join the 78 military medical experts already 

working in the country, and the remaining 78 were deployed to Liberia. China has already provided aid and 

medical supplies of around US$ 121 million, according to Sputnik News (Russia). 

Chinese host mediation talks to help ease tensions in South Sudan 

On Monday, 12 January 2015, the Chinese government held a one-day consultation in support of the 

(IGAD)-led South Sudan peace process. The event was held in an attempt to find ways to bring peace to 

South Sudan and improve security so that civilians in need of aid could be reached, according to  Sudan 

Tribune (France). The mediation effort was held in Khartoum. During the meeting the parties at war in South 

Sudan agreed to cease hostilities without further delay. They also agreed to help facilitate humanitarian aid 

to conflict-affected citizens, reports Xinhua (China).   

Venezuela signs US$ 20 billion deal with China 

President Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela recently attended the 1st Forum China-CELAC (Community of Latin 

American and Caribbean States) during a visit to China where he closed a US $ 20 billion investment deal 

with China. The money will be used to fund various economic projects. According to Venezuela’s Vice-

President, Jorge Arreaza, the money received from China will also go towards housing developments, 

reports Pravada (Russia). President Maduro met with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Forum, where 

they discussed the investment which will be funded by the Chinese Development Bank and Bank of China, 

according to International Business Times (USA).   

Taxi drivers on strike in China due to high cab rental fees 

Taxi drivers in China went on strike on Monday, 12 January 2015, as a result of high cab rental prices 

affecting their profits. Drivers have also shown their discontent with the increase in competition with other 

transport companies such as Uber, a mobile application which allows commuters to connect with private 

drivers at an often lower cost, according to CNN Money (USA). The taxi drivers have reportedly claimed that 

due to the steep rent that they need to pay each month and high percentage of their income going towards 

taxes, they have no control over the fees charged to customers. Local authorities are currently working on 

putting an end to the ongoing strike, reports South China Morning Post (China). 
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