
Contact Us 
  +27 21 808 2840 

  +27 21 808 2841 

  ccsinfo@sun.ac.za 

  www.sun.ac.za/ccs 

 CCS_STELL 

 Facebook.com/CCS.Stell 
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Peacekeepers from China start deployment into South Sudan  

An advanced party of Chinese peacekeepers has arrived in South Sudan. The rest of the 700-strong 

contingent is due to arrive by early April 2015, according to a United Nations (UN) official. Fighting in the oil-

producing nation, which is one of the world's poorest, has killed more than 10,000 people, driven over a 

million from their homes and left many without basic necessities, reports Reuters (USA). The first Chinese 

infantry battalion to take part in a UN peacekeeping mission will reportedly be equipped with drones, 

armoured carriers, antitank missiles, mortars and other weapons. They are expected to carry out patrols in 

and around Juba, escorting humanitarian relief supplies and guarding UN assets, according to ST (France). 

Power plant project worth US$ 1 billion in Angola awarded to Chinese contractor   

Chinese construction firm, China Machinery Energy Corp. (CEMC), has signed a US$ 1 billion contract with 

Angola’s Ministry of Energy and Water to develop a gas-fired power plant in the north-western city of Soyo, 

Angola, according to GtoPJournal (UK). The plant “is of great importance for the economic and social 

development of the country” and is part of the government’s plan to reduce the Angolan energy deficit by 

2017, according to a presidential statement. Angola plans to invest US$ 23 billion in its energy sector by 

2017. The largest scheme presently under way is the 2GW Laúca hydroelectric power station in the Kwanza 

riverbed,  reports Global Construction Review (UK). 

Africa’s integration into China’s Maritime Silk Road on the rise 

China has accelerated its drive to draw Africa into the Maritime Silk Road (MSR), China’s ambitious 

transcontinental initiative, following Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s visit to Africa, according to The Hindu 

(India). China has reportedly signed a deal to build a 480 km railway link between Kenya's largest seaport of 

Mombasa and the capital Nairobi, the first stage of a line that will eventually link Tanzania, Uganda, 

Rwanda, Burundi and South Sudan. China is in talks with various other countries concerning the 

construction of railway developments which will add to the MSR project, reports WCT (Taiwan). 

Economic growth in China slows to 24 year low but outlook positive 

China's economy grew at its slowest pace in more than two decades in 2014, expanding 7.4 per cent last 

year from 7.7 per cent in 2013. This was the first time in 15 years that the official annual growth target of 7.5 

per cent was missed, reports BBC (UK). The slowdown might not be all bad news. At market exchange 

rates, China’s economic output was US$ 10.3 trillion in 2014, five-times bigger than a decade ago, when it 

was US$ 1.9 trillion. The increase in China’s economic size means that slower growth generates as much 

additional demand as a rapid growth economy. Growth in 2014, yielded 4.8 trillion yuan in GDP, almost the 

same as in 2007, with its 14.2 per cent growth and higher inflation, according to The Economist (USA). 

China’s Premier in Switzerland amidst the annual World Economic Forum 

In a rarity for Chinese leaders, Premier Li Keqiang is attending the annual meeting of the World Economic 

Forum (WEF) in Davos this week, joining 40 other heads of state and government including François 

Hollande and Angela Merkel, according to CNBC (USA). Li is scheduled to deliver a keynote speech at the 

annual meeting, meet representatives of the International Business Council of the forum and hold talks with 

Klaus Schwab, WEF founder and executive chairman, during his three-day trip. He will also meet the 

President of the Swiss Confederation, Simonetta Sommaruga, reports Xinhua (China). 
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