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China and AU sign agreement for ambitious infrastructure project 

The African Union (AU) and the Chinese government have reached an agreement for the development of 

road, rail and air transport routes to link capital cities across the African continent. The memorandum of 

understanding was signed at the AU headquarters at the commencement of the 24th AU summit, according 

to News 24 (South Africa).  Sub-committees have already been set up to deal with the details and planning 

of the co-operation. Co-operation on infrastructure and industrialisation sectors will be carried out under the 

co-operation framework between the AU and China, reports Want China Times (China). 

Cyber-criminals in Kenya requested to be extradited to China 

China has demanded that 76 suspected Chinese cyber-criminals that have been detained in Kenya be 

repatriated. Kenyan officials made the arrests on charges of cross-border telecommunication fraud and the 

electronic theft of more than US$ 16.5 million from Chinese victims, according to AFK Insider (USA). China 

has made the request citing that the money which was stolen belonged to Chinese citizens and that the 

suspects should therefore be prosecuted in China. Kenyan officials are yet to respond to China’s demands, 

reports China Topix (USA). 

Chinese embassy evacuates Chinese business owners in DRC as a “safety measure”  

The Chinese embassy in the DRC has launched an emergency plan to ensure the protection of Chinese 

residents after riots in Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, during which Chinese businesses 

were looted. Diplomats were reportedly sent out by the embassy to help 180 Chinese merchants to 

evacuate to safer areas, reports South China Morning Post (SAR Hong Kong). 40 people were left dead 

following the hostility in the capital. A Chinese diplomat, who requested to remain anonymous, has assured 

residents that the looting of Chinese businesses was only a small part of wider-unrest and that there is “no 

plot against the Chinese”, according to The Korea Herald (South Korea). 

Indonesia and China to strengthen economic ties through increased trade and investment  

Indonesia and China have agreed to work on strengthening economic ties by increasing sustainable trade 

and investment in infrastructure, energy and financial services. Amidst the ongoing territorial disputes 

between China and various South-east Asian countries, China hopes to make Indonesia its largest trade 

partner, reports The Jakarta Post (Indonesia). At the end of the meeting the officials in attendance signed 

the minutes of the meeting and a letter of intent for the co-operation on the construction of a power plant in 

Indonesia. The first high-level economic dialogue between China and Indonesia was held on Monday, 26 

January 2015 in Beijing, according to Xinhua (China). 

 Public officials in China accused of dining on endangered animal 

Authorities in China are investigating allegations that senior officials feasted on a giant salamander during a 

private dinner. A salamander is an endangered species in China which can measure up to 180 cm. 

Journalists from a local newspaper came across the banquet after receiving a tip-off that a group of public 

officials were using public funds to fund a feast on Wednesday, 21 January 2015, reports BBC (UK). It is 

reported that officials began physically attacking reporters who attempted to photograph the banquet. 14 

officials have been suspended following the incident. The restaurant which hosted the banquet is said to be 

unlicensed, according to Irish Times (Ireland). 
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