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Botswana set to welcome Chinese medical team 

On Friday, 13 February 2015, Chinese Ambassador to Botswana, Zheng Zhuqiang and Botswana's Minister 

of Health, Dorcas Makgato-Malesu signed an agreement whereby China agreed to send a 14th medical 

team to the African nation. According to the agreement, the 14th medical team will consist of 46 members 

including 30 medical doctors, 10 nurses and 6 medical staff. Furthermore, the Chinese government is set to 

donate various medical equipment as part of the agreement, according to Xinhua (China). Zhuqiang said 

the Chinese Government will continue to provide Botswana with medical scholarships, training opportunities 

as well as other vital medical equipment, reports Daily News (Botswana).  

Angola inaugurates Chinese-built railway 

On Saturday, 14 February 2015, Angola inaugurated its 1 344 km Angola railway, the second longest 

Chinese-built railway in Africa. Also called the "Benguela Railway", the track runs from the western port area 

of Lobito to Luau, a border town on the eastern side of Angola, and was built by China Railway Construction 

Corporation (CRCC), reports Out-Law (UK). The new line, under construction since 2004, will be linked with 

the Angola-Zambia railway and the Tanzania-Zambia railway in the future. The line includes 67 stops and 

42 bridges. It is hoped that the railway will ease travel and trade in the region, according to Ecns (China). 

First Africa based journal on East-Asia and Africa gains official accreditation 

The African East-Asian Affairs (AEAA) journal of the Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at Stellenbosch 

University recently became the first African journal on East Asian-Africa relations to be accredited by the 

South African Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET). This is a key step in creating China/

Asia knowledge on the continent, reports Stellenbosch University (South Africa). The African East-Asian 

Affairs is an international, African based journal. It focuses on the developments and nuances of the 

relationship between Africa and East-Asian nations, including China, Japan, Korea and the ASEAN states, 

according to SouthAfrica.info (South Africa). 

Lunar New Year celebrations in China usher in the year of the goat 

China welcomed the Lunar New Year, which marks the Year of the Goat, on Thursday, 19 February 2015 

with a four hour televised gala, which showcased Chinese song and dance as well as comedy skits, reports 

the South China Morning Post (China). In Beijing, on Lunar New Year’s Eve an ancient bell was rung 108 

times as a symbol of the end of any bad luck from the previous year. Fireworks also lit up the skies across 

the country to welcome the new year. Symbolically, the Year of the Goat is said to usher in a time of peace 

and calm, according to Euro News (France). 

New islands in the South China Sea show China’s increasing presence in disputed waters 

China is allegedly building new islands with helipads, airstrips, harbours and facilities to support troops in 

disputed waters in the South China Sea through land reclamation, reports Business Standard (India). 

Satellite images from late January 2015 show that China is reclaiming a significant amount of land at three 

sites in the Spratly Islands, in addition to two other sites previously documented. In November 2014, it was 

reported that China was building an "air strip capable" island on Fiery Cross Reef. The South China Sea is 

the subject of numerous rival territorial claims, with China, Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and 

Vietnam disputing sovereignty of several island chains and nearby waters, according to CNN (USA). 
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