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     About Us 
The Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at Stellenbosch University 

is the leading African research institution for innovative  
and policy relevant analysis of the relations  

between China and Africa.  

China accused of nuclear espionage in South Africa 

South African spies suspect China was behind a series of break-ins at a nuclear facility near Hartbeespoort 

Dam, South Africa, in 2007. These allegation emerged from secret documents leaked to Al Jazeera and the 

Guardian. It is suspected that Chinese agents stole technology in order to gain an advantage in a new kind 

of nuclear power generation, reports News24 (South Africa). In Beijing, Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong 

Lei said the department was not aware of the report, adding "China and South Africa continue to have 

friendly relations", according to South China Morning Post (Hong Kong SAR).  

Australian mining company sign MoU with China-based Sinoma for Tanzania venture  

    On Monday, 2 March 2015, Australian Magnis Resources announced the signing of a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with China-based Sinoma for the financing, design and construction of the Nachu 

graphite project in Tanzania. The Australian Securities Exchange -listed company said in a statement that 

the MoU was considered to be the first step in proceeding to a formal binding agreement, reports Mining 

Weekly (South Africa). This follows the recent 80 000 tonnes per annum agreement with China-based 

Sinoma for graphite off-take from the Tanzanian operation, signed in December 2014, according to 

Investing News Network (Canada). 

Cultural centre in Mozambique to be funded by China to the value of US$ 50 million 

China will grant US$ 50 million to Mozambique to finance the construction of a Mozambique-China Cultural 

Centre, under the agreement that half of the amount will be provided as an interest-free loan and the other 

half as a donation, in order to speed up the implementation of the project, according to Macauhub (Macau).  

The Mozambique-China Cultural Centre will be built on the campus of the University Eduardo Mondlane in 

the Mozambican capital Maputo. The project includes an amphitheatre with a seating capacity of 1500 as 

well as a theatre with 50 seats, reports Star Africa (Nigeria). 

China’s military budget set to rise by more than 10 per cent in 2015 

China is set to ramp up its defence spending by about 10 per cent in 2015, bringing its total military budget 

to nearly US$ 145 billion. The planned increase, comes at a time when the country is attempting to revive 

its economy and combat the onset of deflation. The increase marks the fifth consecutive year of double-digit 

growth in China’s defence spending, according to International Business Times (USA). China says the 

spending is required to modernise the People's Liberation Army - the world's largest standing military. It is 

pouring investment into hi-tech equipment such as submarines and stealth jets  and has also  been 

investing in naval forces, including an aircraft carrier, according to BBC (UK).  

Environmental documentary created by Chinese journalist goes viral  

An online documentary on China's notorious smog has become a viral sensation gathering more than 155 

million views, just one day after its release. A former anchor with state broadcaster China Central 

Television, Chai Jing, produced the film “Under the Dome”, which details causes of atmospheric pollution in 

the country, reports ABC (USA). The documentary stands out for its criticism of the government's role – 

including lax government regulation, state monopolies in the energy sector and China's headlong pursuit of 

economic growth – in contributing to the country's toxic smog. This 104 minute-long documentary was 

completely self funded by Jing and cost around US$ 159,000 to produce, according to SMH (Australia).  
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