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Chinese consortium to construct two wind farms in South Africa   

    Chinese power producer China Longyuan Power Group has secured funding for the development of two 

wind farms in the Northern Cape, South Africa. The loan was finalised on Tuesday, 10 March 2015, 

according to ESI-Africa (South Africa). The loan is funded by Nedbank Group and South-Africa based 

Industrial Development Corp. The two wind farms will comprise a combined 244 MW wind system. They will 

make use of 1.5 MW turbines manufactured by the China-based Guodian United Power Technology 

company, reports See News (Bulgaria). 

New focus for Chinese co-operation with Africa  

    Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, speaking at a world news conference in Beijing on Sunday, 8 March 

2015, said that China would  co-operate with African countries to help solve three of the continent’s most 

pressing issues: industrialisation, sanitation and security, reports China Daily (China). Wang stated that 

China plans to offer its assistance on these issues as “a way of consolidating the gains [made by China in 

Africa] in 2014.” He said that the creation of a permanent China mission to the African Union is part of a 

further attempt at closer co-operation between China and Africa, according to Naija247 News (Nigeria).  

USA objects to UK’s “constant accommodation” with China 

The Obama administration accused the United Kingdom (UK) of a “constant accommodation” of China after 

Britain decided to join a new China-led financial institution, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 

Thursday’s reprimand was a rare breach in the “special relationship”. The USA has been lobbying its allies 

not to join the AIIB, according to the Financial Times (USA). The US$ 50 billion bank, which is designed to 

provide infrastructure funds to the Asia-Pacific region, is viewed with great suspicion by Washington 

officials, who see it as a rival to the World Bank. They believe Beijing will use the bank to extend its soft 

power in the region, reports The Guardian (UK).  

Travel policy for mainland visitors to Hong Kong reviewed by Chinese government 

The Chinese government says it will revise its policy on granting permits to its citizens who wish to visit the 

separately administered territory of Hong Kong. The announcement was made on Thursday, 12 March 

2015, amidst growing frustrations about mainland shoppers overcrowding the city, according to The Globe 

and Mail (Canada). The overflow of visitors has resulted in stock shortages in many of Hong Kong’s shops. 

Some politicians have suggested that as an alternative, another shopping mall be built close to the border to 

relieve the pressure on tourist areas, reports Sputnik (International). 

Canada and China agree to 10 year visas 

A reciprocal agreement between China and Canada on the  issuing of long-term and multiple-entry visas 

came into effect on Tuesday, 9 March 2015. The agreement stipulates that visa offices in China and 

Canada will from now on be able to issue multiple-entry visas valid for up to 10 years for the purposes of 

business travel, tourism or family visits, according to The Globe and Mail (Canada). There are currently 1.5 

million Chinese migrants living in Canada and over 100 000 students studying at Canadian universities. Luo 

Zhaohui, China’s ambassador to Canada said that, “both groups are looking forward to this new agreement” 

which will ease the convenience of travel, reports International Business Times (Australia). 
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