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Solar plant of US$ 1 billion to be constructed in Ghana with Chinese investment  

The Chinese Hanergy Group is investing US$ 1 billion in Ghana to construct a 400 megawatt (MW) solar 

power plant to help satisfy Ghana's energy needs. The announcement was made by Zhou Youbin, the Charge 

d'Affaires at the Chinese Embassy in Ghana, reports People’s Daily (China). China-Ghana relations have 

come under strain in recent years due to large numbers of illegal Chinese miners prospecting in Africa’s 

second largest gold producer. The solar plant follows after a string of Chinese projects in Ghana, including the 

Western Corridor Gas Infrastructure Development Project, the construction of the 400 MW Bui Dam, and the 

Kpong Water Supply Expansion Project, according to China.org (China). 

Namibian President inaugurates US$ 80 million Chinese-funded road 

Namibian President Hifikepunye Pohamba has officially opened the Omafo-Onandjaba road, a section of the 

98 km Omafo-Outapi road project in the north of the country. Upon completion, the 98 km road will connect 

Ohangwena and Omusati regions located 750 km and 796 km respectively from the capital Windhoek. 

Construction of the road, being built at a total cost of US$ 80 million, is funded through a loan by the Namibian 

government from the Exim Bank of China, reports Ecns (China). Speaking at the inauguration of the road on 

Monday, 16 March 2015, Pohamba paid tribute to China and commended them on their continued efforts to 

promote “South-South” co-operation, according to The Namibian (Namibia).  

Abducted Chinese workers in Nigeria released 

Three Chinese nationals were abducted by unknown gunmen on Friday morning, 13 March 2015. One police 

officer was killed and another sustained gunshot wounds during the abduction. The incident reportedly took 

place in a quarry in Kogi State, Nigeria, and the assailants managed to escape with the three hostages on 

foot, according to Naija247 (Nigeria). The hostages were freed on Sunday, 15 March 2015, through a joint 

operation by the police and other security agents. It is unclear whether a ransom was paid. All three workers 

were unharmed, reports Sky News (UK).  

Tanzania in talks with China concerning funding of wind farm 

Tanzania is in talks with the EximBank of China for a US$ 132 million loan to fund the country's first wind 

power project. Tanzania, which relies heavily on hydro-electric power, natural gas and fuel oil for electricity 

generation, wants to add wind and geothermal power to its energy mix, according to Reuters (USA). The wind 

project will be developed in the central town of Singida and will have an estimated generation capacity of 50 

MW by 2016. The project is a joint venture between state-run National Development Corporation (NDC), state 

power utility Tanesco and a privately owned company, Power Pool East Africa, reports ESI Africa (South 

Africa). 

China overtakes Germany to become world’s third-largest arms exporter 

Chinese exports of military weapons and equipment increased 143 per cent over the past five years to 

overtake Germany as the world’s third-largest arms trader. The figures, compiled by the Stockholm 

International Peace Research Institute, to add to international fears over Beijing’s growing military influence, 

according to FT (UK). Chinese state-owned defence suppliers, such as Norinco Group, have become 

prominent at arms fairs, opening new markets beyond established customers in South Asia and Africa by, for 

example, selling armed drones to Nigeria in its battle against Boko Haram rebels, reports WSJ (USA). 
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