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South Africa seals currency swap with China 

The South African Reserve Bank said on Friday it has signed a three-year bilateral swap agreement with the 

People's Bank of China for the exchange of local currencies of up to R57 billion (US$ 4.75 billion), according 

to IOL (South Africa). The purpose of the agreement is to support trade and investment between South Africa 

and China, and also to act as a mitigating resource for short term balance of payment pressures, the South 

African Central Bank said in a statement, reports Shafaqna (Saudi Arabia). 

Africa and China explore opportunities for collaboration on health care 

More than 350 health leaders from China and Africa — including government officials, academics, and 

representatives from the private sector and international organizations — convened in Beijing at the 5th 

International Roundtable on China-Africa Health Collaboration. The meeting explored how Chinese and 

African resources and experiences can be leveraged to mutually support greater health development, 

according to African Brains (UK). The talks come at a crucial time, as China develops its integrated strategy 

toward other developing countries for the next 5 to 10 years. The Ebola outbreak provided context for 

conversations on health systems and building African health capacity. China provided US$ 120 million in 

Ebola aid and deployed nearly 1,000 medical workers to affected areas, reports Just Means (International). 

China considering rail tunnel to Nepal under Mount Everest  

A railway between China and Nepal that could include a tunnel under Mount Everest is under consideration, 

as Beijing builds links with a country India regards as firmly within its sphere of influence, according to The 

Business Times, (Singapore). The proposed extension of the Qinghai-Tibet Railway to the China-Nepal 

border would boost bi-lateral trade and tourism, experts said, as there is currently no rail line linking the two 

countries. Chinese officials said that the project is being undertaken at Nepal's request and that China has 

begun preparatory work, reports China Daily (China). 

Roadmap to judicial, social reform unveiled in China 

The Chinese Communist party has announced a series of measures to protect the rights of individuals, 

prevent miscarriages of justice and make the judiciary more professional. Attempts to boost the rule of law 

reflect worries about rising social unrest due to anger over land grabs, corruption and pollution, according to 

MailOnline (UK). 48 reforms were designed, including litigation reform to prioritise trials, letting judges assume 

lifelong responsibility for cases they handle and holding them accountable for any miscarriages of justice, 

reports People’s Daily, China. 

South China Sea islands continue to create tension 

China has unveiled details of its plan for building and maintenance projects on some of the islands it claims in 

the South China Sea. The details were announced by the Foreign Ministry, which also accused Washington 

of picking sides in the dispute over claims of sovereignty, according to China Daily (China). The construction 

of islands by China in the South China Sea has led to controversy in the last week when clusters of Chinese 

vessels were photographed dredging sand and pumping it onto partly submerged coral, at Mischief Reef. 

Photographs show the island growing bigger with structures being built on the “island”. China has long 

asserted ownership of the archipelago in the South China Sea known as the Spratly Islands, also claimed by 

at least three other countries, including the Philippines, an American ally, reports The New York Times (USA). 
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