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United States and China accused of polluting west-Africa with e-waste 

A United Nations supported report has named the United States (USA) and China as the two largest e-waste 

polluters globally. It also found that much of this waste is being dumped in west-Africa, where most of the 

countries lack the needed recycling facilities, according to The Weather Network (USA). China produced 6 

million tonnes of e-waste in 2014 and officially collected and treated around 28 per cent of this total. This is 

less than Europe at 40 per cent but ahead of the USA, at only 15 per cent. The unprocessed waste in west-

Africa is not only environmentally harmful, but the toxins in the waste has been linked to health problems, 

including cancer and kidney damage The China Dialogue (China). 

Chinese government  issues travel warning for South Africa amid xenophobic violence 

China issued a travel warning this week to Chinese citizens planning to visit South Africa amid the ongoing 

deadly xenophobic attacks on foreigners in the country. At least seven people have been killed, according to 

IBT (International). The warning does not bode well for tourism from China to South Africa which has been in 

decline since the second half of 2014. The decline has been attributed to  the implementation of strict new visa 

regulations requiring in-person visa applications for biometric data, a new anti-trafficking travel rule requiring 

an unabridged birth certificate for children travelling to, from or through South Africa and misinformation on 

Ebola (South Africa has always been and remains Ebola free), reports Destiny (South Africa). 

Shandong acquires Africa’s second largest iron-ore mine  

Chinese steel company, Shandong Iron and Steel Group said it had acquired the remaining 75 per cent stake 

in the Tonkolili iron-ore mine in Sierra Leone from the mining company African Minerals for over US$ 170 

million. Shandong now has 100 per cent of equity in Tonkolili, and will also own the associated infrastructure 

company African Port and Railway Services, according to Mining Weekly (South Africa). Tonkolili is the 

second-largest iron ore mine in Africa and one of the largest magnetite deposits in the world. It has an 

estimated 13.6 billion tons of iron ore resources, with a mine life of 60 years, reports China Daily (China). 

China government firm’s default shocks market 

Chinese power-equipment maker Baoding Tianwei Group made history this week, when it became the first-

ever Chinese government-owned company to default on its debt, according to Market Watch (USA). China 

International Capital Corp, the country's largest investment bank, described the default as a landmark in the 

history of China's bond market, even though the interest payment it has missed was relatively small in size. 

Analysts said the impact of Baoding's default may be unprecedented because it has broken the presumption 

that government-owned enterprises in China have lower default risks, reports Asia First (SAR Hong Kong) 

Scientists in China admit to tweaking the genes of human embryos 

Chinese scientists have modified the genome of human embryos, a first in history. A recent biotech discovery 

showed how scientists might be able to modify a human genome in embryo form. This could change not only 

the genetic material of a person, but could also change the DNA they pass on, removing "bad" genetic codes 

and adding "good" ones, according to Business Insider India (India). Critics have warned that the research 

was crossing an ethical line in genetic research because the modifications are the first step towards designer 

children. Some scientists have called for a worldwide ban on the practice, reports The Telegraph (UK). 
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