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Mandarin to be added to South African school curriculum from January 2016 

As from January 2016 students at South African schools will be able to study Mandarin as an additional 

language. A notice to approve the inclusion of the language in the school curriculum was issued by the 

Department of Basic Education on 20 March 2015. Mandarin has been added to the curriculum as a subject 

choice for pupils between grades four and nine, according to South Africa.info (South Africa). Plans for adding 

Mandarin to the South African school curriculum were first discussed in early 2014 when the Education 

Department of South Africa announced that a curriculum for teaching “Chinese” would be developed with the 

aid of the Chinese government, reports IOL (South Africa).  

Kenya signs deal with Chinese firm for the development of new steel plant 

Kenya has signed a deal with the Chinese firm, Sinosteel, for the development of a steel plant. This comes as 

the demand for steel production in Kenya keeps rising. According to Adan Mohammed, Kenya’s 

Industrialisation and Enterprise Development Cabinet Secretary the demand is expected to grow to 2.5 million 

metric tonnes by 2020 and be doubled by 2030, reports Standard Digital (Kenya). It is hoped that Sinosteel’s 

investment in the steel plant will help improve the trade balance between the two countries and Kenya’s 

foreign reserve position given the significant consumption of resources for the import of steel products, 

according to All Africa (International). 

China donates military equipment to Namibian government  

Chinese Defence Minister, Chang Wanquan, announced the donation of military equipment to the Namibian 

government during his visit to Namibia on Monday, 30 March 2015. Wang said that the donation was an effort 

to improve defence co-operation with Namibia, according to Defence Web (South Africa). Namibian president, 

Hage Geingob, said at the meeting held with China’s defence minister that Namibia will make joint efforts with 

China to push forward the state and military relations between the two countries and their militaries, reports 

ECNS (China). 

Fighter jets landing in Taiwan stirs up anger in China 

China's Foreign Ministry has expressed anger after two United States of America (USA) fighter jets landed in 

Taiwan. The two F-18s landed at an air force base in southern Taiwan on Wednesday, 1 April 2015, after 

experiencing mechanical problems, reports Channel News Asia (Singapore). All USA military activities with 

Taiwan are viewed as sensitive since the Chinese government considers the island its territory under 

Beijing’s “one China policy.” The policy prohibits the USA from formally recognising the Taiwanese 

government, according to Washington Times (USA).  

China launches inspection campaign following falsification of air quality data 

China’s Vice Minister, Wu Xiaoqing, has announced a two-year inspection campaign to find the source of  the 

manipulation of air quality data by some local governments. These governments allegedly make monitoring 

stations tamper with or falsify the data, according to The Sydney Morning Herald (Australia). Minister Wu said 

that “fake data” compromises the credibility of the government who has placed pressure on local governments 

to meet strict pollution reduction targets. Local governments who are found guilty of trying and tamper with the 

monitoring systems will be penalised, reports Bloomberg (USA). 
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