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China proposes military base in Djibouti  

President Guelleh of Djibouti has been in discussion with China regarding the establishment of a military base 

in Djibouti for maintaining China’s navigation security and overseas interests. This will be China’s first military 

base outside the Chinese mainland, according to China Daily Mail (China). Djibouti is already home to Camp 

Lemonnier, the US military headquarters on the continent, used for covert, anti-terror and other operations in 

Yemen, Somalia and elsewhere across Africa. China is already financing several major infrastructure projects 

in Djibouti, estimated to total more than US$ 9 billion, reports News24 (South Africa).   

 

Zambian government allegedly hides US$ 193 million loan from Chinese company  

Zambian police are investigating leaks of classified government information after a newspaper reported the 

cabinet had agreed to borrow US$ 193 million from a Chinese state-owned weapons manufacturer, Poly 

Technologies Inc, according to Bloomberg (USA). President Lungu said it is sad that the media, which is 

supposed to evaluate certain issues before publication, can go ahead to publish matters without due 

consideration, reports Daily Mail (Zambia) 

 

Chinese businesses address growing issue of ivory trade  

TRAFFIC, an international wildlife trade monitoring network, hosted a workshop in Addis Ababa for Chinese 

businesses and citizens based in Africa to address the growing issue of illegal ivory trade. The event was 

organized in collaboration with the Chinese Embassy in Ethiopia and the Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation 

Authority, according to Traffic (UK). Between 2010 and 2012, more than 100,000 elephants were illegally killed 

for their ivory, and as much as 70 per cent of that ivory has made its way into China, reports CS Monitor         

                (USA).  

 

Greece invited to join BRICS bank  

At Russia’s behest, Greece has been invited to become a member of the development bank of the BRICS 

economies, which is seeking to become a counterweight to the IMF, reports France24 (France). Russia’s 

Deputy Minister of Finances Sergei Storchak, argued that by joining the venture, Greece will be able to fund a 

series of development projects. The bank currently has US$ 50 billion in capital, with a further US$ 114 billion 

foreign exchange reserve, according to Το Βήμα (Greece). 

 

Apple announces new environmental initiative in China  

Apple CEO Tim Cook began his China visit with a new environmental initiative to protect as much as one 

million acres of managed working forests. The project is Apple's largest project of its kind in the world, reports 

Want China Times (China). The company announced a new multi-year partnership with World Wildlife Fund 

and intends to expand its renewable energy projects to manufacturing facilities in China, according to  

9To5 Mac (USA).  
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