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Greenpeace study reveals Chinese boats illegally fishing off west African coast 

According to the environmental campaign group Greenpeace, Chinese companies have been illegally fishing 

off the coast of west Africa, at times sending incorrect location data suggesting they are as far away as 

Mexico or even on land, reports The Guardian (UK). A two-year study by Greenpeace East Asia and 

Greenpeace Africa has found 114 cases of illegal fishing by vessels in periods totalling eight years in the 

waters off Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania, Senegal and Sierra Leone. During that period, 

Chinese boats caught an estimated 3.1 million tons of fish, of which an estimated 80 per cent went 

unreported, according to News24 (South Africa). 

African Union head calls on China to realise an African permanent seat in the UN Security Council 

Chairperson of the African Union Commission, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, has put it to the Chinese 

government to assist Africa in securing a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council. She said 

that, “we are not asking for a favour. We are asking for the correction of historical injustice”, reports IOL 

(South Africa). Dr Dlamini-Zuma stressed that Africa wants to further its co-operation with China in building a 

more just and more reasonable international order. She also  lauded China's support to Africa in its fight 

against colonialism and struggle for independence, according to Xinhua (China). 

Former Egyptian President Morsi death penalty is a domestic affair says China 

The Chinese government on Monday said the preliminary death sentence handed out to Egypt's ousted 

Islamist president Mohamed Morsi by a court this week is a domestic affair, declining to join other states 

which have criticised the ruling. In response to a question at a press conference, Chinese foreign ministry 

spokesperson Hong Lei said that China "believes that the domestic affairs of Egypt should be decided by the 

Egyptian people themselves", reports Ahram Online (Egypt). An Egyptian court has sentenced the former 

president of Egypt and more than 100 others to death for a mass prison break in a 2011 uprising, according to 

China Topix (China).  

Tension again growing between US and China over South China Sea islands  

China said on Friday it was "strongly dissatisfied" after a United States military plane flew over part of the 

South China Sea near where China is building artificial islands, and called on the United States to stop such 

action or risk causing an accident, according to Today (Singapore). China claims 90 per cent of the South 

China Sea, which is believed to be rich in oil and gas, its claims overlapping with those of Brunei, Malaysia, 

the Philippines, Vietnam and Taiwan. Recent satellite images suggest China has made rapid progress in 

filling in land in contested territory in the Spratly islands and in building an airstrip suitable for military use and 

that it may be planning another, reports Business Insider (USA).  

Brazil and China confirm trade and investment deals worth billions of US dollars 

Chinese premier Li Keqiang lifted the wraps Tuesday on a multibillion-dollar series of trade and investment 

deals with Brazil, as Beijing looks to invest US$ 50 billion in South America’s largest economy, reports The 

Guardian (UK). China and Brazil issued a joint statement to further facilitate bi-lateral trade. Bi-lateral 

investment and co-operation will be strengthened in infrastructure, energy, mining, manufacturing and 

agriculture trade. The two countries agreed to conduct regular consultations on respective macro-economic 

policies as well as international and regional financial issues, according to The Standard (China).  
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