
Kenyan government to use Chinese company for further railway line extension 

The Kenyan government has started talks with the Chinese contractor building the new Mombasa-Nairobi 

railway to extend the line to Naivasha from 2017. The extension of 120 kilometres will link special industrial 

zones that will be established at Naivasha to Nairobi and Mombasa, reports Business Daily Africa (Kenya).  

The project is the country's biggest infrastructure project since its independence in 1964, and will eventually 

extend across East Africa to other countries including Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and South Sudan, 

according to Shanghai Daily (China).  

Chinese oil workers evacuated from South Sudan 

The Chinese government announced it has conducted a mass evacuation of oil workers from Paloch oilfields 

in South Sudan due to on-going fighting around the oilfields in the oil-rich Upper Nile state territory. Heavy 

fighting between troops loyal to president Salva Kiir and the armed opposition faction, led by former vice 

president, Riek Machar, has continued near the oilfields since Tuesday, 26 May, reports Sudan Tribune 

(Sudan). More than 400 Chinese oil workers have been evacuated from due to growing violence. This comes 

after South Sudanese rebels claimed their forces had taken control of great parts of the Foluj oilfield, 

according to CCTV (China).  

South Africa’s new visa regulations severely affecting Chinese tourism 

South Africa’s tourism industry is expecting markets from China, India and Russia to be down by between 60 

and 70 per cent when new regulations requiring biometric visas and unabridged birth certificates for children 

travelling come into effect from 1 June 2015, according to Eyewitness News (RSA). AIR China has reportedly 

already cancelled the launch of its direct flights to South Africa due to the new visa regulations. 2014’s figures 

from Statistics South Africa indicated a steep decline in the number of Chinese tourists, slipping 24.6 per cent 

year on year,  reports Business Report (RSA) 

“Poor construction” blamed for China nursing home fire 

A Chinese preliminary investigation into a nursing home fire exposed poor building construction and lax safety 

checks as the cause, according to CP24 (Canada). The Kangleyuan home in Henan province was built with 

flammable material and had poorly designed fire escape routes, said the national work safety agency. The fire 

on Monday night killed thirty-eight and injured six people. The case has revived public concern in China about 

building safety and construction standards, reports BBC News (UK) 

China releases first defence white paper 

China issued its first white paper on military strategy on Tuesday the 26th of May 2015, outlining strategic 

defence, and operational and tactical offense. A spokesman for Australian Minister for Defence Kevin Andrews 

said that China's defence white paper "makes an important contribution to increasing transparency concerning 

military capabilities and strategic intent", according to Xinhua (China). The Chinese white paper was released 

two weeks after the release of the Pentagon's annual report to the US Congress on China's military and 

security developments. The Chinese report states that the maritime environment is now a critical security 

domain, reports Defense News (USA) 
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