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T he year 2014 was a 
very special year for 

the Centre for Chinese 
Studies as it celebrated 
its 10th anniversary.  

In the decade since the 
center’s founding, the 
importance of China, on a 
global scale, has grown 
significantly.  Furthermore 

China’s growing engagement on the African 
continent has been phenomenal. When we 
consider that China is now Africa’s dominant 
trading partner, coupled with the fact that 
there is dearth of higher education institutions 
focusing on China within Africa, the strategic 
value of the CCS comes into clearer focus. 
While with its establishment in 2004, the CCS 
may have seemed like an exotic anomaly on 
the South African academic landscape, in 2014, 
it has become an indispensable resource for 
research, policy and general public interest as 
more and more people grasp the global im-
portance of China. In the past decade, we have 
witnessed a sea-change, with a growing num-
ber of academic institutions within South Afri-
ca and beyond adding China to their research 
agenda. Stellenbosch University should be 
commended for having the foresight to estab-
lish such a center as well as the commitment 
required to keep the center running for the 
past decade. 

In 2014, changes within China, particularly in 
social terms, have continued apace. The Chi-
nese government, which is presiding over a 
slowing economy (although still growing at 
over 7 per cent) and a burgeoning middle class 
has introduced a number of social reforms in 

order to ensure continued social stability.   
The country has modified its ‘’One Child’ poli-
cy, now allowing single-child parents the right 
to two children; urban migrant labourers, fre-
quently vulnerable to exploitation, will be of-
fered permanent residency in urban areas and 
a series of tough and wide-ranging anti-
corruption campaigns has targeted both ‘’the 
tigers and the flies’’ (Chinese parlance for both 
the socially powerful and modest). Those who 
were hoping to see Xi Jinping introduce even 
modest political reforms have been disap-
pointed; but Xi has nevertheless proved an 
able social reformer – his position both strong 
and broadly popular. In terms of China’s en-
gagement within Africa, investment has been 
steady with China remaining Africa’s number 
one trading partner. China has played a more 
active role in regional security and peacekeep-
ing, pledging for the first time combat troops 
to conflict regions in Mali and South Sudan. 
Our centre keeps abreast of these and other 
changes, offering analysis and grounding it 
within an African context. 

In celebration of the Centre’s 10th anniversary, 
a number of public engagements were carried 
out. The initiative raised awareness of the Cen-
ter’s work amongst sister institutions in the 
Western Cape, covering  Cape Town University 
of Technology, University of Cape Town, the 
University of the Western Cape as well as Stel-
lenbosch University organizations such as the 
Sustainability Institute. It has been fortuitous 
that on this anniversary year the Centre’s in-
house journal, African East Asian Affairs, was 
accredited by the Department of Higher Edu-
cation and Training (DHET).  The multi-
disciplinary journal is the first of its kind in the 

Dr. Ross Anthony 

Interim Director 

CCS 

编者寄语 Editorial 
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编者寄语 Editorial 
 

world to focus on the Asia-Africa relationship 
and has attracted a prestigious international 
editorial board. The accreditation will contrib-
ute significantly to the consolidation of the 
CCS’s reputation as a thought- leader on Asian
-African affairs and, as a subsidisable publica-
tion, will continue to attract a growing number 
of South African researchers on the topic. An-
other highlight of 2014 was a conference held 
in collaboration with the DHET, here at Stel-
lenbosch University, which focused on Higher 
Education co-operation between China and 
South Africa  

2014 has seen a number of changes within the 
Centre. The Director, Sven Grimm, who has run 
the Centre since 2010, returned to Germany. 
Sven worked hard to build up the research 
profile of the center over the past few years 
and he will be missed (although his enduring 
position as Extraordinary Professor at Stellen-
bosch University will help mitigate this loss) 
With myself taking over in an interim capacity, 
key challenges have included maintaining poli-
cy relevant research output which the center 
is known for, while also embarking on prepara-
tions for a series of teaching programmes 
whose implementation begins 2015. The Centre 
thus continues its evolution, striving to cater 
to the shifting needs of the African knowledge 
economy. Despite the adaptations, the overall 
vision – to provide input to the globally signif-
icant rise of China, and its specific impact on 
the African continent – remains firm and 
steadfast. With a decade under our belt, we 
feel proud to have played a part in developing 
China expertise in Africa, and look forward to 
adapting to the challenges of the decade 
ahead.  
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欢迎词 Words of Welcome 

T he University of 
Stellenbosch is 

one of the foremost 
research universities in 
Africa. Research, teach-
ing and support staff 
continue to co-operate 
in such a way as to en-
sure that the Universi-
ty not only maintains 
but also builds on its 
impressive track rec-

ord. Through understanding the ever changing 
needs of government, business and communi-
ties, the University of Stellenbosch is able to 
apply its energy at addressing pressing needs 
not only of the people of South Africa but also 
of the African continent and beyond.  

Today it has become evident that China is a 
force in the international realm that is growing 
from strength to strength with its influence 
increasing on the African continent. Having 
identified this trend ten years ago, the Univer-
sity established the Centre for Chinese Studies 
to conduct research on the phenomenon of 
China in Africa. In addition to establishing the 
Centre, the University actively engaged aca-
demic partners in China, building academic 
bridges, it has promoted the teaching of Man-
darin, now available up to post-graduate level 
and played host to the founding of a Confu-
cius Institute. Through the Centre for Chinese 
Studies and the various other China focused 
initiates, the University of Stellenbosch has 
been able to position itself at the forefront of 
China-Africa research. 

Over the last ten years the Centre for Chinese 
Studies has grown from breaking new ground 

to producing numerous internationally read 
publications, not least amongst these its DHET 
accredited journal, African East-Asian Affairs. 
Through initiatives such as the Phandulwazi 
nge China scholarship program the Centre has 
also been able to share its expertise with 
scholars from the rest of the African continent.  

I would like to congratulate the Centre for 
Chinese Studies on ten years of research excel-
lence and wish them the best of luck for many 
decades ahead. 

 

Prof. Johan Hattingh 

Dean (Arts & Social Sci-
ences)  

Stellenbosch University 
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政治纽带 Political Relations  

China’s consolidation under Xi 
Within the global arena, the year 2014 in China was marked by a slowdown in economic growth. 
The year average was 7.4, a 0.5 per cent reduction from the previous year’s 7.8 per cent average 
and a total 0.8 per cent decrease from the year 2012. In an attempt to address the slowdown, 
China has embarked on an unprecedented economic transformation of a kind that cannot be 
separated from society and politics. Analysts and observers focused on slow growth predicting 
domestic economic restraints and possible impact on offshore investments,  China has continued 
with plans for large infrastructure developments in both domestic and foreign fronts. Closer to 
home China has spared no efforts in the promoting the New ‘Silk Road’ initiative and related 
infrastructure projects that will see country connect to larger parts of Asia and Europe. In Asia, 
China has established the New Asia Infrastructure Bank in order to facilitate connectivity needs of 
the region and beyond. Despite these bold economic initiatives, China is, on the home front, 
engaged in a strong anti-corruption drive - a flagship initiative of president Xi Jinping. This far 
reaching campaign has already netted some high up officials—the most recent being  former 
security chief, Zhou Yongkang. But how long cant the campaign last before it begins to threaten 
the functioning of the Party itself?   

The underlying factor behind these new measures is an attempt by China at remodelling its 
economy in an attempt to evade further economic slumps. Guaranteeing  economic growth 
domestically is inextricably bound to the CPC’s  political legitimacy.  Thus, The CPC risks loss of 
legitimacy if it fails to deliver on the social contract (read: economic growth) it established with 
the introduction of the 1978 reforms.  

The changes in the economic scenario, presented above, are not isolated to political campaigns 
initiated by president Xi Jinping since starting his term of office. Politically, the year 2014 revealed 
heightened tendencies towards a return to pre-reform political campaigns, albeit within the guise 
of rebalancing  the economic model. The two most prominent campaigns are the ‘War against 
Corruption’ and the new flagship initiative,  the ‘One Belt, on Road’ project. The two campaigns 
are intertwined with each having a specific purpose. The anti-corruption campaign is meant to 
quell domestic discontent brought by the rising economic disparities between the rich and poor, 
urban and rural development all exasperated by the dwindling success of export dependent 
economy. The  ‘One Belt, on Road’ project is meant to reflect and sustain China’s resoluteness in 
connecting the world through infrastructure and thereby asserting its position as a new world 
leader (despite a denial for having such ambitions). While the efforts of the One Belt, on Road’ still 
requires significant actualization,  the anti-corruption campaign, on the other hand, is very much in 
operation, becoming  central in  Xi Jinping's power consolidation and ruling style. 
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政治纽带 Political Relations  
Anti-corruption Campaign 

The fight against corruption within China has 
been ongoing:  both presidents Jiang Zemin and 
Hu Jintao launched programs meant to eradicate 
nepotism, cronyism and favouritism in 
government and the Party. However, the current 
campaign appears to differ as it targets 
personalities and government sectors previously 
deemed untouchable. Xi has taken aim at  those 
high up, such as former member of the politburo 
Zhou Yongkang and several high ranking 
individuals within the military and security apex. 
The probe of such high ranking individuals set 
alarm bells throughout the country indicating 
that it was no longer business as usual. Xi has 
dislodged veteran members of the public 
security, such as the former head of public 
security in Tianjin who had held the position for 
the last three decades.  In retrospect, it may 
seem that the 2013 fall of Bo Xilai, former 
Chongqing Party boss and contender for the 
presidency,  was a curtain raiser for things to 
come under Xi Jinping. The anti-corruption 
campaign did not delay in garnering sympathy 
for the Party and its president. In the eyes of 
grassroots  constituencies, Xi Jinping resolutely 
fights for a just and fair society upon which a 
well-off society will emerge. The anti-
corruption campaign has resulted in the Party 
earning tremendous symbolic capital from the 
grassroots population, who blames ill-treatment 
and suffering on corrupt leadership.  

Xi Jinping is leaving nothing to chance, 
establishing a joint State Security Council, (SSC), 
in which he sits as the head.  The idea behind 
the new structure is to purge excessive 
bureaucracy and nepotism including that 
manifest in the formerly untouchable circles of 

the Party’s machinery. The formation of such a 
council is usually reserved for the nation’s 
general security; the timing of the current 
body’s formation reflects on the seriousness 
with which the government currently views 
corruption. 

There are voices suggesting that the Xi’s anti-
corruption campaign is also being used to help 
the president rid himself of political opposition. 
The probe of Zhou Yongkang, known as a 
security Czar of China and leader in the energy 
sector, is reflective of this. Zhou was a political 
backer of the disgraced Bo Xilai, who was vying 
with Xi for power up until 2013. Nevertheless 
the campaign  is most certainly much broader 
than simply a means of settling old scores, with 
genuine social reforms crucial to the country’s 
stability.   

Moral Success versus Loss of Legitimacy 

One of the campaigns’ key areas of risk is that it 
runs the chance of compromising economic 
growth .  For  instance,   ostentat ious 
consumption, a multi-billion dollar industry, is 
under threat;  dubious business transactions, 
which a few years ago, would have proceeded 
apace, have been pulled off the table. Is the 
government prepared to risk economic growth 
while searching for a rebalanced economic 
model with which to implement the promises of 
the 1978 reforms? What will ensure legitimacy 
for the Party if the economy slumps further? 
Winning the game of chance may depend on 
how well the government manages to wage the 
fight against corruption while succeeding to 
increase domestic consumption.  At present, 
China is eager to shift its economy away from 
increasingly costly and polluting low-end 
industrial manufacturing toward the goal of 
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政治纽带 Political Relations  
producing a broadly middle class consumer 
society. China has a generally weak household 
consumption. It currently lies at 2 per cent less 
than that of 2011, possibly because of the anti-
corruption campaign.  

This transition depends on how well the Party 
articulates the resolutions of the 2014 National 
People's Congress (NPC), which converge around 
finding means of further liberalizing the 
economy. These include reforming financial and 
registration systems in order to allow private 
enterprises into industries previously only 
reserved for the State Owned Enterprise (SOE).  
The resolutions pay particular attention to 
reforming fiscal policy in order to allow both 
domestic and foreign players into a variety of 
markets in China. The 2014 NPC resolutions also 
pledge to encourage non-public enterprises to 
enter the mainstream economic sector and to 
open railway investment and financing systems 
to competitive business and diverse markets. All 
the above resolutions are meant to pump in 
new blood into the Chinese economic systems.  

Conclusion 

Political events in China in 2014 reveal a great 
preoccupation with rebalancing and further 
liberalizing its economic model. The premature 
end of an export dependent economy resulting 
from the 2008 world recession has led China to 
seek other means for sustaining its economic 
growth. The question at the moment is; does 
China have enough time to cajole new domestic 
and international players to its economy? Will 
domestic consumption, while currently 
encouraged, be impeded by the anti-corruption 
campaign?  

There are positive milestones which have been 
gained in the mist of searching for means to 

rebalance and further liberalize China's 
economy. The Party has gained approval of the 
urban masses for taking steps to reduce 
hazardous emissions. On the rural front, the 
Party has sought to gain traction by addressing 
acute land issues as stipulated in the 2014 NPC 
resolutions. 

In the words of Minich (2014), the government is 
left with a choice of either accepting economic 
recession or persisting in keeping the economy 
alive for the sake of providing jobs but at the 
risk of jeopardizing its reform initiatives. At best, 
Xi’s anti-corruption campaign is an attempt at 
buying time for conditions favorable to China’s 
steady rise. The outcomes of attempts by the 
government to stabilize both the domestic and 
international standing will become clearer as 
2015 proceeds.  

 It is within the framework of the above analysis 
that Africa is supposed to rationalize its 
relations to China. It is imperative for Africa to 
redefine its stance towards China. Political 
changes taking place under president Xi Jinping 
coupled with a strong RMB may come to 
negatively impact Africa. A  strong Chinese 
currency may challenge small and medium 
African importers of Chinese goods. The 
solution for the latter may be to identify African 
products suitable for exports to China. 
Nevertheless, the two above mentioned 
scenarios do not favour the grassroots African 
population, a scenario which may result in 
tarnishing the Chinese image in Africa. 

Paul Tembe 
Research Fellow 

Centre for Chinese Studies 
Stellenbosch University 
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The temptation 

As China has risen as a global economic power, 
tensions with the United States of America have 
become increasingly evident. Within the United 
States, China bashing has become the sport of 
choice, with the US blaming China for job losses 
through the out-sourcing of US American jobs; 
tensions in the East China Sea, in conjunction 
with the USA as guarantor of Japanese security, 
have threatened to bring further conflict be-
tween the two countries. Recent allegations of 
Chinese cyber-hacking in the USA have added 
fuel to the fire. The fact that China has grown 
spectacularly over the last several decades with-
out the aid of constitutional democracy is an-
other challenge to US global norms.  Despite the 
United States of America far outstripping China 
in terms of carbon emissions per person, there is 
also a (hypo-critical) resentment within the USA 
that China is the principle offender of global 
warming.  

Within China, there is reciprocal resentment. As 
China has become globally influential, it is in-

creasingly highlighting how “global norms” are 
essentially “American norms”; China’s non-
interference principle in its foreign relations, for 
instance, highlights how meddling American for-
eign policy has been in recent decades; recent 
allegations of American cyber hacking make the 
US’s rebuking of China for the same transgres-
sions look hypo-critical. Additionally, the United 
States’ strong post World War II influence in the 
Asia Pacific region  is perceived as threatening to 
China.   

This tension has given rise to a sweeping new 
discourse on political rivalry between the US and 
China. The discourse takes various shapes, in-
cluding the “Washington consensus” versus the 
“Beijing Consensus”, but also more broadly as 
“South-South co-operation” or “developing 
country” groupings versus the “neo-liberal” 
“developed” world. While at present  (at least 
outside of the East and South China sea), risk of 
conflict is low, we see the rise of potentially in-
creased economic rivalry with groupings such as 
BRICS  rivalling the IMF and the World Bank, or 

政治纽带 Political Relations  

The China-USA climate deal: 
global responsibility trumps 
power politics 
The November 2014 announcement that Chinese president Xi Jinping and United States president 
Barack Obama have agreed for their respective countries to cut carbon emissions by nearly one 
third over the next two decades should be praised. Not only does it signal that the world’s two 
largest carbon emitters are taking the problem seriously, it also signals that, despite political and 
economic friction, China and America have the ability to co-operate on issues of global import. 
While some sceptics have dismissed the deal, the fact that such conversations are happening at 
all, is a positive sign. Given future climate challenges coupled with a global system which 
privileges endless economic growth, this will hopefully be the beginning of a sustained, long-term 
dialogue upon which planetary stability ultimately depends. 
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the new Trans-Pacific Economic Partnership 
challenging China’s growing economic might in 
the Pacific region.  

As in the Cold War, Africa has become, if not a 
battleground, then at least a playing field, 
where the likes of the United States of America 
and China are in competition of winning hearts 
and minds. US leaders, both covertly and ex-
plicitly, tell Africa that China will not, ultimate-
ly, help them; Chinese leaders, more or less say 
the same about the USA in Africa. But Africa 
has become another battleground of sorts: 
namely, in regions such as the Horn of Africa, 
long -term drought is thought to be attributed 
to human induced climate change. The world’s 
largest economies are ultimately contributing 
to such shifts and this is irrespective of their 
ideological, political and economic leanings.  

Doing the Right thing  

In terms of global climate change, and less 
mentioned rapid species loss, regional geopoli-
tics is largely irrelevant. Rivalry at the level of 
nation states and regions obeys the logic of 
territorial boundaries. The earth’s atmosphere 
and the oceans obey no such boundaries. It is 
for this reason that these new geopolitical 
blocs, if they continue to polarise, will be dis-
astrous for fighting climate change for two rea-
sons.  

Firstly, solutions to climate change require a co
-operation across regions for the simple reason 
that it is a global problem: rising sea levels will 
harm Shanghai as much as they will harm New 
York, as much as they will harm the Maldives, 
and so on. Secondly, both the United States 
and China embrace market economic systems 
which are increasingly being attributed to the 
speeding up of environmental change. In this 
sense, it is not as if the US is offering a new 
form of economic engagement which radically 
challenges the current status of ecological af-

fairs; the same goes for China. Both are essen-
tially offering two forms of the same larger 
economic system, both of which promote the 
likes of GDP growth and consumption and the 
associated social capital which attaches values 
to these phenomena.  

If, hypothetically, China/the USA  offered a 
new radical economic model which devalued a 
need for resources, lowered emphasis on GDP 
growth and discouraged “middle class aspira-
tions” such as automobile consumption and so 
forth, then, in terms of global climate change, 
they would in fact be offering a political and 
economic alternative. But they are not. Thus, in 
terms of global climate change and species loss 
neither should be viewed as an alternative to 
the other. They are both part of the problem – 
and hence, also part of the solution.  

Moving forward 

The  announcement that both countries will be 
working together to reduce omissions is, if any-
thing, a great conceptual leap forward. It sig-
nals a broader minded awareness of the two 
countries that their geo-political squabbling, is, 
in a sense, fiddling while Rome burns. When we 
consider that some of the world’s least devel-
oped countries, many in Africa, are the often 
the hardest hit by climate change, (while simul-
taneously being the least integrated into the 
global economic system and hence contrib-
uting the least to carbon emissions), last week’s 
deal shows an admirable deal of foresight by 
both powers – a realisation, perhaps, that Na-
ture is indifferent to power politics.  

[CCS Commentary, published on our website on 19 November 2014]  

Ross Anthony 
Interim Director 

Centre for Chinese Studies 
Stellenbosch University 
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China and Africa: on the Road to 
a genuine partnership 
China’s impressive economic growth over the last several decades has been nothing short of phenomenal. 
Despite the recent achievement of becoming the world’s largest economy, some have begun to express 
concern about China’s economic slowdown may result in stagnation. This is particularly worrying for the 
African continent, which has received steadily increasing amounts of capital inflows from China. In this 
piece, China’s current economic challenges are discussed with respect to further engagement in Africa. 
Special attention is paid to specific sectors, namely infrastructure and manufacturing. China’s economic 
engagement in Africa has been heralded as a firm step toward transforming Africa’s economy. If these two 
sectors can indeed drive African economic growth, and depend heavily on China’s involvement therein, 
then a closer look at China’s current economic climate is vital to understanding how the China-Africa 
partnership is to move forward. Also, as the China-Africa relationship evolved and spread into various 
areas, challenges have arisen at the same rate as opportunities. The question is how China and Africa can 
make sure that the Sino-Africa relationship develops or cements into a genuine partnership.  

China’s “New Normal” and the Implications for Sino-Africa Relationships 

In order to address the challenges and concerns that are integral part with the rapid growth China 
has experienced, the Xi Jinping has instituted economic reforms. Under the slogan of “New 
Normal,” China has lowered its growth target and has focused efforts on creating a more 
sustainable economic growth model with the hope of curbing the environmental and social 
problems resulting from China’s unbridled growth and previous economic strategies. 

China’s exports and investments have been the drivers of growth. However, over-capacity and 
over-investment have now become problems for China resulting in under-utilisation and low 
returns on investments. Because of the increasingly important role China is playing in the global 
economy, these problems facing China also create challenges for the rest of the world. After 
becoming one of China’s largest trading partners, Africa is sure to be among those concerned 
about China’s recent economic slowdown. 

Infrastructure: Fundamental for Growth 

China has been actively involved in various infrastructure projects all over the world. Particularly 
in developing countries, China has financed several major projects to build new and bolster 
existing infrastructure projects. Chinese politicians have highlighted the importance of these 
efforts in Africa. Especially building “Three Major Networks” including the high-speed rail network, 
the highway network and the regional aviation network was proposed by Chinese top leaders. The 
Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, also promised follow-up measures during his five-nation tour in 
January of 2015. The Chinese involvement in African infrastructure is expected to develop key 

 经贸往来 Economic Co-operation   
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areas such as telecommunications, transport, 
construction, power plants, waste disposal and 
port refurbishment.  

However, Chinese engagement in the 
infrastructure sector in Africa has come in for 
criticism. There have been accusations that 
Chinese infrastructure projects only benefit 
Chinese suppliers. Furthermore, the low-
quality of the infrastructure provided has been 
criticized. Due to China’s economic downturn, 
a concern exists that there will be no capacity 
or appetite for massive expenditures. Some 
African officials were already concerned about 
the actual projects are only implemented long 
after a series of high-level official visits. 
However, the Chinese government and other 
financial institutions will continuously extend 
financial support to infrastructure projects in 
the African continent, it will eventually help 
Chinese enterprises win business contracts and 
internationalise. In this context, it should be 
noted that there is the diversification of 
financial sources for investment into Africa’s 
infrastructure. In addition to Chinese agencies 
several other players have become involved in 
financing infrastructure projects, including the 
African Development Bank. With more interest 
in African development, it is imperative that 
China works closely with other actors to 
develop and implement African infrastructure, 
especially with the Africans themselves.  

Manufacturing: Diversifying Africa’s economy  

Other than infrastructure, manufacturing is 
another area in which the Chinese government 
has showed its willingness to engage in the 
African continent. China’s engagement in 
Africa’s manufacturing sector resembles the 
flying geese model. The Chinese economy has 

focused on innovation and high-end products 
in order to move up in the value chain. Africa 
has attracted the gaze of these investors for 
cheaper labour as well as for various 
preferential trade agreements with Europe and 
the United States that benefit Chinese 
investors enabling them to enter new markets.  

African governments have welcomed Chinese 
i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h 
manufacturing as a potential solution to 
Africa’s unemployment crisis. China’s 
investment in manufacturing will involve the 
transfer of various low-end technologies 
involved in textile and light manufacturing. 
These types of technologies are easily 
adaptable for use in countries where the 
technology readiness level is low. Furthermore, 
“Made in Africa” products will enable African 
economies to become further integrated into 
the global value chain. This has the potential 
to reshape Africa’s export portfolio, which 
currently consists of mostly natural resources. 
Diversifying Africa’s exports will add stability 
to Africa’s development trajectory in the long 
run, and the production of value-added 
products will reduce the pressure placed on 
Africa’s natural resources and environment.  

There have been several concerns related to 
labour relations, including Chinese violations 
of minimum wages and other regulations. The 
Chinese government has become aware of the 
importance of abiding by local regulations and 
some African host governments have 
improved their monitoring of foreign investors’ 
activities.  

Future prospects  

In addition to the two sectors discussed 
above, Chinese engagement in Africa can be 
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seen in the new energy sector. China has 
become an active player in the renewable 
energy sector, as well as telecommunications, 
finance and media among others. However, 
statistics show that China’s economic 
engagement in Africa still lags behind its 
engagement in other regions, such as Asia and 
Latin America. Thus, more investment is 
required to consider China’s relationship with 
Africa as a ‘genuine partnership.’ Related to 
this is the fact that the slowdown of the 
Chinese economy is leading to uncertainty to 
some degree. Nevertheless, while other 
traditional partners’ involvements have been 
constrained due to the financial crisis, China 
has filled the gap and will continue to do so 
into the future. The Chinese government will 
carefully address its internal challenges and 
continue to engage with the outside world, 
including Africa. 

In this regard, one of the prominent features 
o f  C h i n a - A f r i c a  r e l a t i o n s  i s  t h e 
institutionalisation of this relationship 
through the Forum on China–Africa 
Cooperation (FOCAC). FOCAC VI will be held 
in South Africa in the latter part of 2015. 
Similar multi-lateral frameworks between 
African countries and other partners have 
ended up being once-off events or have not 
deepened yet. The upcoming FOCAC shows 
that China is still attempting to be a genuine 
partner with Africa and that China will 
continue to engage with Africa, regardless of 
its internal challenges. While China has 
penetrated the African continent by using 
various political and strategic diplomatic 
relations, it is the African host government’s 
responsibility to use this platform to maximise 
the benefits. African actors should encourage 

China to be a genuine development partner, 
with both sides paving the road together. 

 经贸往来 Economic Co-operation   

Yejoo Kim 
Research Analyst 

Centre for Chinese Studies 
Stellenbosch University 
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The Chinese ceiling  

In emerging economies, the situation is more or 
less similar. China, which during the past three 
decades, has noticed double-digit economic 
growth, faces an economic downturn. Due to 
economic reforms more oriented towards 
boosting domestic growth through consump-
tion, rather than an export-orientated econo-
my, China is more occupied with maintaining a 
7.5 per cent growth rate. While China has accu-
mulated foreign currency reserves over the past 
few years, its financial institutions have had to 
come up with policies to avoid future financial 
crises. Unfortunately, they have put in place 
lending policies to avoid the accumulation of 
foreign currencies. Such lending policies have 

led to the establishment of shadow financial 
institutions run by individuals who benefited 
from loans allocated by Chinese banks. 

To address the financial situation, Chinese offi-
cials have thought about recovering money 
from financial bonds rather than companies, as 
has occurred in the past. A stimulus package 
has been announced to boost the infrastructure 
sector—however, remember that China adopt-
ed such an approach before and that did not 
favour the majority of poor Chinese whose so-
cial welfare did not improve. Such policies con-
tribute to macro rather than micro-economic 
development. A number of strikes and protests 
occurred in southern China earlier this year 
which demonstrated frustration and discontent 

Emerging and growing econo-
mies: same but different? 
While some countries, particularly those which bore the brunt of the 2008-2009 

financial crisis, are noticing an economic recovery, countries which were at that 

time enjoying stable growth, currently see their economy in difficulty. During the 

years following the financial crisis, a lot has been written and said about growing or 

emerging economies. A number of those countries are developing countries. For 

instance, it has been mentioned that a few African countries are among the world’s 

fastest growing economies. But the paradox is that analysts tend to forget the 

previous economic indicators of those countries, which were either poor or low. 

While some countries noticed growth, such growth did not contribute to 

developing infrastructure, creating jobs, bridging the income gap between rich and 

poor people. In many countries, particularly in Africa, growth is linked to 

increasing foreign investments in the energy sector and the rise in commodities 

prices. However at the micro level, targets have not been met and the number of 

strikes and protests justify the unsustainable growth. China, South Africa and 

Brazil are three cases which highlight the broader economic challenges now facing 

developing nations.  
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among thousands of Chinese workers. 

South African woes 

In South Africa, the economic situation is 
alarming, with interminable strikes and pro-
tests in the mining sector (the country’s larg-
est economic sector) and the agricultural sec-
tor, with workers asking for higher wages and 
better conditions. Those strikes and protests 
have affected South Africa’s economy and 
financial sector since last year. Yet even in 
more stable periods South Africa has not 
managed to solve issues related to job crea-
tion and employment. Additionally, the infla-
tion level is also high, with price increases 
which are disproportionate with the low sala-
ry level of the vast majority of the working 
population. The country is the most unequal 
country in the world with the majority of the 
population living in extreme poverty. 

As South Africa’s president Jacob Zuma notes: 
ʻʻthe South African economy has grown be-
low its potential over the last three years and 
many households are going through diffi-
culties’’. In his state of nation address on 
Tuesday (17 June 2014) where the South Afri-
can economy (fresh out of a 20-week strike in 
the platinum mining sector) was at the centre 
stage, promises have again been made to 
achieve fast growth to enable creation of de-
cent jobs in order to solve wage inequality 
and address numerous issues facing South Af-
rica and South Africans. This is not the first 
time such promises have been made; but let 
us see their effects in the near future. 

Brazil: sporting spectacles with limited growth 

In Brazil, the situation is not far from the 
South African experience. The country’s econ-

omy also depends on mining and agriculture, 
but those sectors alone cannot create jobs for 
jobless Brazilians who live in favelas whose 
poverty is highlighted by neighbouring glitzy 
skyscrapers. Social tensions which exist across 
Brazil are inextricably bound to economic is-
sues. While major events like the Soccer 
World Cup or the Olympic Games are, for 
many governments, a way to contribute to 
economic growth through infrastructure de-
velopment, job creation, tourism, and so 
forth; their impact in the long run is limited. 
We have seen that the current World Cup 
held in Brazil is not a priority for thousands or 
millions of Brazilians who keep on challenging 
their government for better conditions, social 
welfare, investments for job creation and in 
priority sectors. Inequality within Brazilian so-
ciety is also a concern for the future of the 
country. 

In one way or another, we notice that the 
growth situation in the emerging or growing 
economies is contrary to the overall picture 
portrayed in media, academic pieces and de-
bates. These three countries all face unem-
ployment and inequality – these are difficult 
financial burdens which do not easily help 
improve their respective economies. These 
countries need to develop a long term eco-
nomic plan which takes into account such is-
sues and aims at addressing them. 

Daouda  Cissé 

Research Fellow 
Centre for Chinese Studies 

Stellenbosch University 
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China-Africa 2014 environmental 
relations: highlight reel 

The year 2014 saw a host of environmental issues and events discussed around the world;. Such discussions 
were particularly pertinent within China, as well as in institutional frameworks setting the agenda for China
-Africa relations. These included the hosting of an international summit in London on the eradication of 
increasing illegal wildlife trade in Africa; passing the first amendments in 25 years to China’s environmental 
protection law and announcements by Chinese authorities pledging to take firm action on climate change 
at the UN Climate Change Summit in New York. 

Global illegal wildlife trade and the actions of governments  

In early 2014, the United Kingdom (UK) government hosted an international conference on illegal wildlife 
trade, calling global leaders together to help eradicate illegal wildlife trade and better protect the world’s 
most iconic species from the threat of extinction. The conference came in the wake of increasing poaching 
of rare or endangered species for high-value products such as rhino horn, ivory and tiger bones. In South 
Africa, a record of more than a thousand rhinos were poached in 2013, an increase of more than 50 per cent 
since 2012. The aim of the conference was to agree to a high level political commitment to take urgent 
action to tackle illegal wildlife trade. Illegal wildlife trade has become a serious criminal industry, with 
products worth millions of dollars. The London conference had delegations of 46 countries in attendance, 
including some African countries who have felt the brunt of increased poaching, as well as China and 
Vietnam – top consumer countries of illegal wildlife products. A declaration was signed, calling 
governments to crackdown on criminals with stiffer penalties and more aggressive investigation and 
prosecution, including addressing the corruption and bribery that facilitate these crimes. 

The Chinese authorities have increasingly addressed the role the country plays in illegal wildlife trade - 
increasing its law enforcement activities – as well as participating in multi-lateral engagements with 
international organisations and affected countries. Early in 2014, tons of illegal wildlife products were 
confiscated and more than 400 suspects were arrested in an operation, code-named Cobra II, against 
international wildlife crime. This was a large operation, co-organised by numerous actors, including China, 
the US, South Africa, the Lusaka Agreement Task Force, and regional (ASEAN) networks, supported by CITES, 
and Interpol. A total of 28 countries participated between December 2013 and January 2014. China’s 
authorities, including forestry, customs, police, judiciary and quarantine departments, put more than 10 000 
staff on the operation, and uncovered over 200 cases involving more than 250 suspects.  

In a response to accusations that it was promoting ivory smuggling, China undertook a stance to help the 
Kenya Wildlife Service to combat poaching. A Chinese suspected ivory smuggler was arrested in Kenya and 
extradited – it was the first time China helped arrest a wildlife crime suspect overseas according to the 
country’s officials. Moreover, relations between Kenya and China took a great leap forward when a record 
15 agreements on 11 May 2014 was signed to enhance co-operation, including one on environmental 
protection between the Ministry of Environment, Water and Natural Resources of Kenya and the State 
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Forestry Administration of China. The documents 
signed included an exchange of notes on provision 
of materials for wild animals’ protection, a move 
that will enable China to contribute resources 
towards the protection of Kenya's wildlife.  

Illegal timber seizures headed for Hong Kong and 
mainland China  

In relation to the illegal wildlife trade; illegal logging 
also garnered some reporting in 2014 as news reports 
of illegal timber seizures in Africa were highlighted. 
The largest bust of its kind and worth US$ 13 million 
was seized by Kenyan authorities—illegal shipping 
containers holding hundreds of tonnes of illegally-
logged rosewood from Madagascar. This is not a 
new event; since 2007 there have been numerous 
reports of illegal timber being apprehended in 
Mozambique and officials involved in the illegal 
trade have been removed. In the Madagascan 
seizure, illegal rosewood was being shipped to Hong 
Kong; rosewood is commonly smuggled into 
mainland China for making luxury furniture. In recent 
years, the Chinese government has improved its 
environmental regulation, including policy on the 
timber sector and in particular, enterprises importing 
timber. It seems, however, that even with regulatory 
changes, illegal logging continues with vast negative 
impacts on foreign countries’ ecosystems and their 
potential for sustainable development. 

China strengthens environmental laws 

On the domestic front, in April 2014 Chinese 
legislators passed the first amendments to the 
country’s environmental protection law in 25 years, 
promising greater powers for environmental 
authorities and harsher punishments for polluters. 
The amendments, which the Standing Committee of 
the National People’s Congress passed after two 
years of debate, will allow authorities to detain 
company bosses for 15 days if they do not complete 
environmental impact assessments (EIAs) or ignore 
warnings to stop polluting. The new law would 
come into practice on 1 January 2015. 

Since China’s environmental protection law was 
passed in 1989, the country has become the world’s 
second-largest economy and its biggest carbon 
emitter due to decades of high economic growth. 
Over the past year, the Chinese government has 
begun to emphasise environmental protection in its 
official rhetoric. The new law “sets environmental 
protection as the country’s basic policy”. The 
changes, however, promise great potential for wide-
ranging reform (and differ only slightly from the 
draft version). Under China’s “new” environmental 
law, there is no limit on the fines that can be 
imposed on repeat offenders. New regulation tries 
to create transparency by demanding that local 
governments publish black lists of polluters who 
break the law, publish data on local pollution levels 
and stipulate that large polluters themselves also 
keep track of their own emissions (with these figures 
being publically available). The law also reintroduces 
environmental criteria in bureaucratic assessments. 
The law has given environmental regulation much 
sharper teeth, however, implementation of the 
regulation will be key. For example, without the 
commitment of local government departments and 
officials keeping checks on polluting companies and 
pursing action under the new regulation, the effect 
will not be felt.  

China pledges to take action on climate change   

In September 2014, China pledged to take firm action 
on climate change at the UN Climate Change 
Summit in New York and said it will ensure its 
carbon dioxide emissions peak as early as possible. 
Vice premier Zhang Gaoli said China will announce 
post-2020 actions on climate change “as soon as we 
can” and that these would include “marked progress 
in reducing carbon intensity” and “the peaking of 
total carbon dioxide emissions as early as 
possible” (The Guardian, 24 September 2015). 
According to environmental experts, this was the 
first time such a high-ranking Chinese government 
member mentioned a peak emissions target, and was 
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a change from China’s stance a few years ago. 
Because of China’s pollution problems, the country 
is forced to embark on a new path away from coal 
thus 2014 saw the lowest coal consumption growth 
in a decade. 

China’s role in efforts to tackle climate change 
cannot be underestimated. China’s rising coal 
consumption to power its booming economy has led 
to it become the world’s largest emitter of carbon 
dioxide. According to research released in 2014, 
China emits almost 30 per cent of the world’s CO2 
emissions. In 2013, China emitted more CO2 per 
capita than Europe – about 7.2 tonnes of CO2 per 
person per year compared with 6.8 tonnes per 
person in Europe. At the summit, vice premier Zhang 
also pledged US$ 6 million to support south-south 
co-operation on climate change and said China will 
double its annual financial support for the 
established south-south co-operation fund on 
climate change (The Guardian, 24 September 2015). 

Chinese environmental law allows for some NGOs 
to bring litigation against polluters 

On 1 January 2015, the Chinese government granted 
public interest groups more power to sue Chinese 
actors that continue to flout environmental 
protection laws. The revised version of China’s 
Environmental Protection law has come in the wake 
of China’s efforts to curb the major pollution 
problem. In 2014 Premier Li Keqiang announced that 
the country was “declaring war” against pollution. 
According to the country’s highest court, social 
groups working to fight polluters judicially would be 
given special status and have court fees reduced. 
They will also be allowed to sue firms or individuals 
across China, regardless of where the organisation is 
based. According to reports, the term the court used 
for the groups covers both non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) and government-backed 
organisations. 

In recent years there have been many cases of 
environmental NGOs who work specifically for 

pollution victims. Many of them, however, have 
been unsuccessful due to a lack of resources as well 
as lack of support from the government to go 
against major industrial companies in court cases. 
There was, however, a successful example in 
December 2014 when Jiangsu provincial high court 
ordered six companies to pay fines totalling about 
US$ 26 million for discharging waste acid into two 
waterways. The fine was the biggest of any Chinese 
environmental pollution cases and could be seen as 
a signal that officials have been trying to crack down 
on companies that continue to degrade China’s air 
and water quality. A news agency reported that the 
Taizhou City Environmental Protection Association, a 
public interest group, had brought the suit against 
the chemical and pharmaceutical companies in 
Jiangsu. The new environmental law allowing interest 
groups to bring litigation cases against polluters on 
behalf of the public may be the beginning of a 
strategy against pollution that works for the Chinese 
government. 
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What seems to be the problem? 

To start off with, yes, China is one country, Aus-
tralia is one country and Africa is not. It is much 
easier for one country to draft a strategy than it 
is for 50 odd states to draft any coherent direc-
tion on China. Yet the lack of a coherent African 
reaction to FOCAC does not always seem to be a 
lack of capacity; rather, at times, it just seems like 
a lack of interest. Every three years since the year 
2000, African governments have, in increasing 
numbers, met with the Chinese government dur-
ing FOCAC. However, every year the problem is 
the same: the agenda at the actual meeting is a 
clearly Chinese dominated agenda. And though 
this might seem like a Chinese engineered way of 
setting the China-Africa general agenda for en-
gagement, it is not. When talking to Chinese offi-

cials about FOCAC, it is clear that they would 
appreciate equal African input. However when 
African input is not forthcoming and an agenda 
has to be set, the default is to do this from a Chi-
nese angle. 

This leads to the fact that after every FOCAC 
meeting the consensus is that African states 
should begin preparing for FOCAC much earlier. 
However, after this apparent consensus, all goes 
quiet again on the FOCAC front until three 
months before the next FOCAC meeting, when 
an African position needs to be drafted. 

FOCAC planning can be less  complicated 

But this inaction need not be. On 28 February 
2014, the African Union (AU) launched the Com-
mon African Position (CAP) on the Post-2015 De-

Putting the CAP in FOCAC: how African 
countries can get on the FOCAC train for 
South Africa 2015 
The next Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) meeting will be held in South Africa 

in 2015. A significant issue in terms of  the China-Africa partnership is not so much Chinese 

“neo-colonialism” or environmental destruction, but rather a lack of African strategy in 

dealings with China. A good example for African countries as how to engage with China 

would be Australia. China is Australia’s largest trading partner, supplying China with iron 

ore, coal and liquefied natural gas. In response to the increased importance of China and 

Asia, the Australian government released a white paper entitled “Australia in the Asian 

Century”. Additions to the white paper include country strategies for Japan, China, 

Indonesia, India and South Korea. On the other side of the Indian Ocean, China has similar 

interests in Africa as in Australia: it is also the largest trading partner with many African 

states and many of the same commodities it exports from Australia, it also exports from 

Africa. Yet in terms of African states, or Africa as a whole, development of a “China 

strategy” is comparatively underdeveloped. The Chinese government has indicated that it 

wants to work with African states and FOCAC was launched as a platform of achieving 

mutually beneficial co-operation, yet FOCAC is criticised as being overly China dominated. 

Why has it been that Africa has not been able to get its act together in its engagements with 

China? And more specifically, how can African states use the FOCAC mechanism to get a 

better deal?  

环境领域 Environmental Aspects 
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velopment Agenda. In effect the CAP is exactly 
what its name suggests. It is the general stance 
of the AU in relation to what should be done 
after the United Nations Millennium Develop-
ment program “ends” in 2015. The CAP sets out 
six pillars as central to the AU stance, and in its 
own words, “identifies substantive issues of im-
portance to Africa and arrives at a consensus on 
Africa’s key priorities, concerns and strategies” 
and it does this, from front to back, in 20 pages.  

The CAP looks at issues that are crucial in Afri-
can development such as,  economic 
“diversification, industrialisation, […] value addi-
tion” and technology transfers. These are all 
aspects that have become a sore point in China
-Africa relations, in which China is criticised for 
benefitting at Africa’s expense. The CAP also 
crucially looks at issues which extend beyond 
the usual development points; including gender 
equality and “harnessing Africa’s youthful popu-
lation” – points that are critical in understand-
ing African development. The CAP cannot ad-
dress all of Africa’s development issues in de-
tail, but as a document that 53 African heads of 
state signed off on, it is definitely a laudable 
achievement. 

The CAP shows that it is possible for African 
states to come together and agree on a general 
set of development guidelines. And within FO-
CAC this is all that is needed. I would argue that 
the CAP is a very good starting point for the 
creation of an African FOCAC agenda. The fact 
that the CAP does not go into minute detail is 
very beneficial. Within development it is im-
portant for different states to each draft and 
implement their own development agenda and 
the CAP leaves enough room for this type of 
customisation. By adopting the principles of 
CAP into a FOCAC agenda, African states will 
also be consolidating the various development 
plans that tend to be drafted. If the FOCAC and 
CAP development plans dovetail, it will defi-

nitely smoothen the planning process.  

The Chinese view  

From a Chinese view, the adoption of an Afri-
can FOCAC agenda based on CAP would be at-
tractive because of its more general nature. 
China engages with Africa through FOCAC dur-
ing which a politically important development 
plan is drafted. However, after all the pomp, 
China-Africa engagement takes place at a bi-
lateral level. The adoption of a CAP inspired 
FOCAC agenda will give direction to African 
countries in their dealings with China but will 
also allow China to continue its bi-lateral en-
gagements. Furthermore this seems to be in line 
with China’s official ideas on African develop-
ment. Earlier in the month, the Chinese perma-
nent envoy to the United Nations, Liu Jieyi, 
called on the international community to en-
sure that “the post-2015 development agenda … 
give[s] attention to Africa’s development”. He 
called on the international community to “help 
Africa to achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals” and said that China will “stand shoulder 
to shoulder with Africa and work in a way so as 
to bring Africa’s development into a new realm 
and realise [their] respective dreams”. This 
might all sound like, and probably is, Chinese 
political rhetoric with a large helping of hyper-
bole, yet, it is nonetheless a verbal commitment 
to African development based on an Africa fo-
cused post-2015 development agenda. Or, in 
other words, China has inadvertently already 
committed to a CAP inspired FOCAC agenda, all 
that remains is for African states to make the 
official CAP-FOCAC jump. 
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African East-Asian Affairs 
Issue 01, 2014 
Special issue on 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CO-
OPERATION 

BETWEEN AFRICA AND CHINA  

Alioune Thiam  

Challenges in combating desertification in sub

-Saharan Africa, 

which role for China? 

Ye Yu 

Climate finance, Africa and China’s role 

Susan Keitumetse 

Cultural heritage resources as environmental 

sustainability enablers within the Sino-Africa 

environmental partnership: 

the case of Botswana 

FORUM: 
Harrie Esterhuyse, Meryl Burgess 

Engaging the environment in the China – Afri-
ca relationship 

African East-Asian Affairs 
Issue 02, 2014 

Jean-Pierre Cabestan 
Gabon-China relations: diplomatic and economic 

diversification goes both ways 

Suweon Kim 
Mao’s new democracy and Ghana’s foreign policy 

change in 1983 

Okolo Abutu Lawrence 
From non-interference to preponderance: China’s 

future grand strategy in Africa 

FORUM: 
Liang Yijian 

Leading to environmental sustainability: current 
status, challenges and prospects of Sino-African 

low-carbon co-operation 

South African Department of Higher Education and Training Accreditation 

The African East-Asian Affairs [ISSN 2308-8699 (online)] was announced as the first East-Asia and 
Africa focused journal to receive South African Department of Higher Education and Training Ac-
creditation status., with accreditation taking effect in January 2015. 

The African East-Asian Affairs is an international, open-access, peer reviewed African based journal. 
It focuses on the developments and nuances of the relationship between Africa and East-Asian 
nations, including China, Japan, Korea and the ASEAN states. Topics covered include both the do-
mestic developments and the international relations of these states, with a focus on their engage-
ment with Africa. Articles published fall within the social sciences, humanities and related disci-
plines, such as politics, economics, environmental studies and law.  
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Issue 03, 2014 
Special issue on 

STUDYING AFRICA-ASIA RELATIONS  

Frank Youngman 

Engaging academically with China in Africa: 

The institutional approach of the University 

of Botswana 

Peter Wasamba 

Prospects for Korean Studies in Africa: The 

case of The University of Nairobi 

Cobus van Staden 

Using the internet to teach China-Africa rela-

tions: The China-Africa Project in the seminar 

room 

Yoon Jung Park 
The Chinese in Africa/Africans in China Re-

search Network: The role of a virtual network 
on increasing Africa’s “East Asia literacy" prac-

tice in Africa 

African East-Asian Affairs 
Issue 04, 2014 

 

Lauren A. Johnston, Cheng Yuan 
China’s Africa trade and investment policies: 

review of a “Noodle Bowl” 

Theodora C. Thindwa 
China-Malawi relations: an analysis of trade 

patterns and development implications 

FORUM: 
Ross Anthony, Jiang Hengkun 

Security and engagement: the case of China 
and South Sudan 

Paul Tembe 
At the Gates of Heaven 
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Journal articles and book chapters 
Bénazéraf, D. 2014. The Construction by Chinese Players of Roads and Housing in 
Nairobi. China Perspectives, 2014(1):51-59. 

Esterhuyse, H.W. 2014. The potential of China’s renewable energy rise in the solar 
energy industry to foster win-win China-Africa relations. International Journal of En-
ergy Security and Environmental Research, 1(2):71-86. 

Grimm, S. 2014. China–Africa Cooperation: promises, practice and prospects. Journal 
of Contemporary China, 1-19. 

Kim, Y. 2014. Exploring the Development of M-Government: Case Studies of Korea 
and Kenya’s Mobile Banking Sector, in Adu Amoah, L. G. (ed). Impacts of the 
Knowledge Society on Economic and Social Growth in Africa. Ghana: Ashesi Univer-
sity & Strategy3 .267-284. 

Lambrechts, D. 2014. Doing Research on Sensitive Topics in Political Science: Study-
ing Organised Criminal Groups in Cape Town. Politikon. 

Van der Westhuizen, J. and Grimm, S. 2014.  South Africa's Middle Power Ambitions: 
Riding the Dragon or Being its Pet, in Gilley, B. & O'Neil. A. 2014. Middle Powers and 
the Rise of China. Georgetown: Georgetown University Press. 

刊物 Publications 
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刊物 Publications other    

Discussion Papers 
Bagwandeen, M. 2014.  Navigating The Gulf: China’s balancing strategy - CCS Discus-
sion Paper 4/2014. Stellenbosch, Centre for Chinese Studies. 

Cissé, D., Grimm, S. and Nölke, A. 2014. State-directed multi-national enterprises and 
transnational governance: Chinese investments, corporate responsibility and sustain-
ability norms - CCS Discussion Paper 1/2014. Stellenbosch, Centre for Chinese Stud-
ies. 

Vhumbunu, C. H. 2014. China-Africa Joint Research and Exchange Programme: Forum 
on China Africa Co-operation (FOCAC) – Drawing Lessons for African Integration 
from Accelerated Development in China - CCS Discussion Paper 3/2014. Stellen-
bosch, Centre for Chinese Studies.  

Wekesa, B. & Yanqiu, Z. 2014. Live, talk, faces: an analysis of CCTV’s adaption to the 
African media market - CCS Discussion Paper 2/2014. Stellenbosch, Centre for Chi-
nese Studies.  

 

Policy Briefings 
Cissé, D. 2014. Chinese involvement in the Senegalese peanut trade: threat to local 
markets and processing industries? - CCS Policy Briefing, No 2, August 2014. 

Cissé, D., Anthony, R., Esterhuyse, H.W. and Burgess, M. 2014. African Regional Eco-
nomic Communities’ engagement with China. CCS Policy Briefing, No 3, September 
2014.   

Cissé, D. 2014. Regional trade integration in Asia and Africa: what lessons can be 
learned? The Emerging Powers Policy Briefing. 

Esterhuyse, H.W. 2014. Renewable energy in the China-Africa partnership. WWF Chi-
na Policy Briefing. Beijing, China. 

Esterhuyse, H. & Kane, M. 2014. China-Mali relationship: Finding mutual benefit be-
tween unequal partners. CCS Policy Briefing, No 1, January 2014. 

Grimm, S. 2014. The China-EU strategic partnership on development: unfulfilled po-
tential. Fride Policy Brief.  
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Higher education conference building infrastructure and capacity in High-
er Education: lessons from China and South Africa 
Jointly hosted by the South African Department of Higher Education, the Centre for Chinese Stud-
ies and the Facilities Management Department at Stellenbosch University 
STIAS, Stellenbosch, South Africa,  
26-27 November 2014 

This conference brought together experts from both China and South Africa to share their experi-
ences in infrastructure and capacity building in Higher Education. The conference was hosted by 
the South African Department of Higher Education, the Centre for Chinese Studies and the Facili-
ties Management Department at Stellenbosch University.  The conference comprised of three ma-
jor themes. The first focussed on “hard” infrastructure – the planning, construction and mainte-
nance of campuses; the second focussed on “soft” infrastructure, namely investments in human 
capacity with regard to curriculum and programme development. In recognition of the celebra-
tion of the “Year of South Africa in China”, this theme included a focus on the setting up of China 
centres in Africa and setting up of Africa centres in China, as well as the role of Confucius Insti-
tutes in South African Higher Education. The third theme focussed on sustainability issues in High-
er Education, covering topics such as financial, environmental and human capital sustainability. 

会议 Conferences   
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会议 Conferences   

The 6th Ministerial Conference of FOCAC and Post-2015 Development 
Agenda 
Jointly hosted by the Shanghai Institutes of International Studies and the Centre for Chinese Stud-
ies at Stellenbosch University. 
Shanghai, China,  
17-18 March 2014 

China-Africa co-operation has contributed a lot to development for both parties. With the 6th 
Ministerial Conference of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) being held in South 
Africa  in 2015, this conference set out to define key themes of the 6th FOCAC meeting, focussing 
on the importance of the discussion on the post-2015 international development agenda. The 
conference contributed to building a common position for African states and China on their post-
2015 international development agenda(s).  
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Selected presentations by CCS staff 

Anthony, R: Building Asia Literacy, Accer Metal Skills Development Summit, Pretoria, 5-6 Au-
gust, 2014.  

- China and East Africa, Africa-China Advancing Mutual understanding through multi-
disciplinary research conference. University of Gaborone, Botswana, 2-4 June 2014. 

- China’s presence on the East Coast of Africa, Indian Ocean Rim Association, Nairobi, Kenya, 
12-13 March 2014. 

- China-Africa media relations, WITS China-Africa Journalism Roundtable, 6 November 2014.   

- Chinese Society, Mapunbubwe Institute, Johannesburg, 20 August  2014.  

-  Constructing China capacity in Africa, (poster presentation) China Studies 2020, Hannover, 
Germany, 12-15 December 2014.  

- The geopolitics of BRICS,  Emerging Economies Co-operation and Development Forum, 
Guangzhou, China, 31 October – 2 November  2014. 

Burgess, M: The Importance of Mutual Understanding of Regulation and Policy between Chi-
na and Africa in Sustainable Forest Management and Conservation. Presentation to Africa-
China—Advancing Mutual Understanding Through Multi-disciplinary Research, University of 
Botswana, 2-4 June 2014.  

Esterhuyse, H: Chinese foreign direct investment in the African solar sector: how, where and 
why? 1st AADUN-AFRASO Conference. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 11-13 March 2014. 

- 6th FOCAC and Post-2015 Agenda. The 6th Ministerial Conference of FOCAC and post-2015 
Development Agenda. Shanghai Institutes of International Affairs, Shanghai, China, 17 – 18 
March 2014. 

- The Chinese solar energy industry and potential of renewables in Africa. Department Re-
search Technology Innovation and Partnerships, South African Renewable Energy Technolo-
gy Centre, Cape Peninsula University of Technology, Cape Town, South Africa, 29 May 2014. 

- The growth of renewable energy in China and positive repercussions for Africa. A High lev-
el meeting on Scaling-up Energy Access and Renewable Energy Investments: Opportunities 
for cooperation between China and Southern Africa countries. World Wide Fund South Afri-
ca, Johannesburg, South Africa, 7 August 2014. 

Kim, Y: Africa-China Advancing Mutual-understanding through Multi-disciplinary Research 
Conference. University of Botswana, Gaborone, Botswana, 2-4 June 2014. 
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-  CCS, Does South Africa have a China Strategy? Cape Town/South Africa, 20 February 2014. 

- The Outlook of the Zimbabwean Economy and its Implications for Foreign Investment. 
Hanns Seidel Foundation, Johannesburg, South Africa, 21 October 2014. 

Tukic, N: Emerging Powers’ Energy Governance: Disentangling Actor Networks in the Global 
South;  Chinese and Brazilian Investments in Mining in Sub-Saharan Africa. 23rd World Con-
gress in Political Science: Challenges of Contemporary Governance, Montreal, Quebec, Can-
ada, 19-24 July 2014. 

简报 Presentations  
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Courses 
One year course series: History of modern China 

 Ross Anthony 

 2014 - Department of Modern Foreign Languages, Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch, 
 South Africa. 

Honours course series: China in Africa 

 Harrie Esterhuyse 

 August 2014—September 2014. - Department of Sociology, Rhodes University, Grahamstown, 
 South Africa.  

 

Lectures 
Lecture: China –Africa relations: diplomacy and security 

 Ross Anthony 

 Date - Department of Political Science, Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch, South Africa. 

Debate: China Africa debate 

 Ross Anthony 

 Date - Department of Political Science, Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch, South Africa. 

Undergraduate class: South Africa and Africa in a Global Context 

 Harrie Esterhuyse 

 April 2014 - Postgraduate and International Office, Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch, 
 South Africa.  

Undergraduate class: Croatia-History and Politics 

 Nusa Tukic 

 August 2014 - Department of Political Science, Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch, South 
 Africa. 

讲座 Courses and Lectures  
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讲座 Lectures  



 40 

 

每周简报 The Weekly Briefing  

T he CCS Weekly Briefing is a round-up of the week’s most pertinent China-Africa and China-
Business stories. It tracks China- and China-Africa related news with a special focus on 

Chinese trade and investment activity on the African continent. It is sent to subscribers (free of 
charge) every Friday. 

Country of origin of visitors to CCS website 

 

Rank Country Rank 

Country 

1. South Africa 6. Netherlands 

2. United States of America 7. Canada 

3. United Kingdom 8. France 

4. China 9. SAR Hong Kong 

5. Germany 10. Australia 
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CCS Social Media 

In order for higher education to maintain its relevance to broader audiences, it is increasingly 
indispensable for academic institutions to engage with electronic and social media including 
Twitter, Facebook, television, radio and newspapers. Within Stellenbosch University, the CCS 
exerts a significant media footprint (as can be seen on page 46), with staff members appearing in 
local and international media several times per month. This high-impact engagement has much to 
do with the niche expertise of the centre, which are in high demand. Such engagement allows the 
centre to bridge a crucial gap between academic research and public understanding. This is 
particularly important with regards to the China-Africa engagement, a field where 
misunderstandings and anxiety around intentions remain rife.  The international exposure of the 
CCS also lends additional reach to the Stellenbosch University brand.     

CCS Social media followers and likes 2013 to 2015 

 



 42 

 

媒体 CCS in the Media 2014  

Selection of CCS media 2014: 
 

17 January 2014  

“China-beleggings in SA is goeie nuus – kenners” 
– Raport 

March 2014 

“SA leads Africa in anti-Chinese sentiment” – 
Mail and Gaurdian 

03 March 2014 

“Chinese investment in Africa increasingly 
carried out by private companies and focused 
on local production” – Macauhub 

13 March 2014 

“China’s African trade, investment push” – BFM 
89.9 

15 March 2014 

“China: colonialist or comrade?” – iAfrica 

31 March 2014 

“Technology Readiness” – ChinaAfrica 

10 April 2014  

“An African perspective on China-Africa 
relations” – The China in Africa Podcast 

02 May 2014 

“Taking stock” – ChinaDaily 

12 June 2014  

“Terrorism: US & China’s common enemy in 
Africa” – The China in Africa Podcast 

25 June 2014  

“China fast becoming South Africa’s new best 
friend” – The China in Africa Podcast 

09 July 2014 

“Just Approaches? Africa’s Migrants in China” – 
World Policy Blog 

 

July 2014 

“The African Agenda – China in Africa” – Talk 
Radio 702 

12 July 2014 

“New Development Bank Likely to Top BRICS 
Summit Agenda” – Voice of America 

04 Augsut 2014 

“Update on Africa-China relationship” – CNBC 

26 August 2014 

“Mugabe Turns to One of Few Allies Left – 
China” – Voice of America 

05 September 2014  

“Dalai Lama déjà vu” – The Times 

05 September 2014 

“More research needed on China’s influence in 
Africa” – University World News 

03 October 2014 

“Hong Kong” – The Midday Report 702 

31 Otober 2014 

“Back to school is the lesson” – ChinaDaily 

“Is it time for a China-Africa Command?” – The 
Independent 

16 November 2014  

“Why South Africans believe that Chinese are 
Rich?” – The Paper (Pengpai) 

07 December 2014  

“Mali’s $11 billion Chinese gamble” – The China 
in Africa Podcast 
13 December 2014 

“Nou SA se tyd om munt te slaan” – Netwerk24 
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CCS Commentaries 

13 January 2014. Grimm, S. 2014 – Ten years of 
Stellenbosch research on China-Africa rela-
tions.  

20 January 2014. Benazeraf, D.  France’s and 
China’s policies in Africa.  

27 January 2014. Anthony, R. & Grimm, S. Chi-
na’s Anti-Corruption Drive and China Family 
Inc.  

3 February 2014.  Tukić, N. & Tapula, T. Chi-
nese engagement in the Zimbabwean mining 
sector.  

10 February 2014.  Cissé, D. Delocalisation: 
opportunities for developing countries?  

17 February 2014.  Kim, Y. China–Africa tech-
nology transfer: a matter of technology 
readiness.  

25 February 2014.  Burgess, M.  Illegal wildlife 
trade, China and the sale of endangered 
shark products.  

3 March 2014.  Cissé, D.  Hypocrisy and hyste-
ria in Western criticism of China’s engage-
ment in Africa.  

10 March 2014.  Attwell, R. Sensationalism 
and rhetoric: Chinese-Japanese “rivalry” in 
Africa.  

25 March 2014. Grimm, S.  Africa’s myopic 
Asian perspective.  

1 April 2014.  Ukaejiofo, R. China’s developing 
agricultural research systems.  

8 April 2014. Cissé, D.  E-commerce and 
counterfeit goods.  

14 April 2014. Anthony, R. The Taiwan Sun-
flower Movement: the shape of things to 
come?  

28 April 2014.  Ukaejiofo, R. China-Africa agri-
cultural co-operation: static or evolving?  

5 May 2014. Cissé, D. ZTE’s changing strategy: 
moving up the value chain?  

13 May 2014.  Jones, I. B. China celebrates 20 
years of Internet: a tale of economic devel-
opment and political control.  

19 May 2014.  Kim, Y.  China’s promises to 
Africa.  

26 May 2014. Anthony, R. Cementing China-
Africa -USA ties… through Islamic extremism.  

03 June 2014. Anthony, R. Spectres, from Bei-
jing to Pretoria.  

11 June 2014. Esterhuyse, H. China’s environ-
mental protection: new law, same guardians.  

18 June 2014. Lambrechts, D. Decrease in de-
mand and in supply? The impact of new Chi-
nese regulations on wildlife crime in South 
Africa.  

24 June 2014. Cissé, D. Emerging and growing 
economies: same same but different?  

30 June 2014. Grimm, S.  Message from CCS 
Director Sven Grimm – change at the helm 
of the CCS.  

07 July 2014. Burgess, M.  China’s domestic 
environmentalism and its global implications.  

16 July 2014. Fourie, T. China-Africa co-
operation: a mind shift east. 

21 July 2014.  Attwell, R. Revising Japan’s con-
stitution: Domestic and international con-
texts. 

28 July 2014. Esterhuyse, H. Putting the CAP in 
FOCAC: How African countries can get on 
the FOCAC train for South Africa 2015. 

04 August 2014. Kim, Y.  Has Chinese invest-
ment evolved? : Hisense in South Africa. 

11 August 2014. Wekesa, B. The US-Africa 
Leaders Summit: an echo of Forum on China 

 

评论 Commentaries  
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Africa Cooperation? 

19 August 2014. Cissé, D. The implications of 
Chinese food scandals on overseas markets. 

27 August 2014. Anthony, R. China and the 
Ebola epidemic: Humanitarianism, instrumen-
talism and domestic security. 

02 September 2014.  Wekesa, B. Mugabe visits 
China: Zimbabwe’s “Look East” policy reload-
ed. 

08 September 2014. Anthony, R. China, South 
Africa and the Dalai Lama: costs and benefits. 

15 September 2014. Lauzon-Lacroix, M. China 
and global finance: hedging bets. 

25 September 2014. Cissé, D.  Corruption here 
and there in China and Africa.  

30 September 2014. Kornegay, F. A. PRC 65: A 
Marxist Journey along the Capitalist Road. 

07 October 2014. Anthony, R.  Hong Kong and 
Mainland China: Damned if you do, damned if 
you don’t. 

07 October 2014. Jones, I. B. & Cissé, D. The 
‘Umbrella Revolution’ in Hong Kong: economic 
consequences for Hong Kong, China and the 
global economy. 

14 October 2014. Burgess, M.  Is increased Chi-
nese infrastructure linked to dwindling num-
bers of African wildlife?  

20 October 2014. Tembe, P. South Africa – 
Playing second fiddle to China? 

28 October 2014. Kim, Y.  Lack of initiative: 
endangering the future of South Korea-Africa 
relations. 

03 November 2014. Scott, E. PRC China’s Silk 
Road Strategy: A foothold in the Suez, but 
looking to Israel. 

10 November 2014. Njal, J. The China factor in 
the 2014 Mozambican general elections cam-
paign. 

19 November 2014. Anthony, R. The China-USA 
climate deal: global responsibility trumps 
power politics. 

24 November 2014.  Tukić, N.  Mali-China US$ 
9.5 billion railway deal: will it come to life? 

03 December 2014. Tembe, P. Hong Kong 
showdown – missed opportunities.  

10 December 2014. Kim, Y.  South Africa-China 
relations: time to move from pledges to tangi-
ble outcomes. 

19 December 2014. Esterhuyse, H.  Pollution 
and social stability in China: dispelling the ob-
vious.  

评论 Commentaries  
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2015 Year Ahead 
2015 promises to be a big year for China-Africa relations and, in particular, the China-South Africa 
relationship. The tri-annual FOCAC (Forum on China Africa Cooperation) meeting, which sees the 
coming together of the vast majority of Africa’s heads of state with Chinese heads of state in or-
der to set the agenda for years to come, will be hosted in South Africa in the fourth quarter of 
2015. A challenge which the Centre has risen to is the fact that, despite its high level of im-
portance, the forum is by no means a household name; the CCS will devote a significant portion 
of our energies in 2015 to providing public awareness and policy advice on FOCAC. Drawing on 
our wide network of scholars and practitioners in the field, we are in the process of producing 
work primarily aimed at strengthening African capacity in the engagement, covering a host of top-
ics such as the environment, political discourse, economic benefits, the role of regional and multi-
lateral communities and security issues. Additionally, the centre will be hosting an international 
conference generously sponsored by the Chinese Government which will bring together academ-
ics, policy makers, practitioners in order to provide policy input into the FOCAC process, particu-
larly from an economic perspective.    

 Domestically within China, a crucial challenge for 
the government will be balancing a slowing econo-
my (what Chinese officials, in an exercise of expec-
tation management, have dubbed the ‘’New Nor-
mal”), while maintaining relative social harmony. 
This will be done in a number of ways, including 
the persistence of Xi Jinping’s highly popular 
clampdown on official corruption, far more serious 
measures to tackle pollution which blights the lives 
of China’s urban middle classes and encouraging 
growth of private enterprises (which will entail less 
coddling of state owned ones). The government 
has made it abundantly clear of its awareness that 
debt and decreased productivity, coupled with 
excessive government interference is having a neg-
ative effect on the economy.  Xi’s rule has also 
seen a commitment to ideological strengthening of 
Party values, which has entailed a number of 
measures to prevent ‘ ’western cultural 
threats” (including issues such as ‘’universal values’’ 
and ‘’freedom of press’’). Thus, China will continue 
on its path of global engagement, particularly in 
the economic realm, while maintaining political 
hegemony of the Party, which sees itself as the 

guarantor of stability and development. China’s 
claims over contested regions of the South China 
Sea, as well as its relations with Japan, will continue 
to produce friction in the region and further 
abroad. The United States’ recent suggestion to 
increase patrols in the region may heighten ten-
sions.   

Within Africa, Chinese engagement will continue 
apace. There have been increasing signals of Chi-
na’s intent to move its low-end manufacturing 
abroad, as China seeks to rebalance its economy. 
One manifestation of this shift is a potential in-
crease in Chinese manufacturing activity within 
Africa, which countries such as Ethiopia, seem keen 
to embrace. Additionally, this year saw an official 
announcement at the African Union, of a vast, 
cross-continental African infrastructure project 
which promises road, rail and air connections. 
Vague on details, anticipated activities which are 
to follow will indicate how seriously we are to 
take this project, which, on the face of it, promises 
great things. China has stepped up its security en-
gagements in Africa over the past year, with troops 
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‘on the ground’ now in South Sudan and Mali. Are 
these idiosyncratic deployments, or will the next 
year see more deployments – thereby sending a 
signal of China’s continued and deepening commit-
ment to African security issues? This coincides with 
a number of other official moves.  For instance, 
China has now set up a permanent office at the 
African Union and is in ongoing discussions over 
setting up a base in Djibouti, a counterpart to the 
United States’ military base there. The increasing 

normalization of China as a dominant player on the 
continent should continue to push African actors 
to devise policy which can harness this presence in 
the interests of domestic development agendas. 
Additionally, other foreign partners, such as west-
ern actors and corporations, who also now increas-
ingly accept China’s presence, should seek to co-
operate further with them in terms of their African 
projects.  

 

Ross Anthony 

Interim Director  CCS 
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Editorial team: 

Harrie Esterhuyse. 

 

© of the parts of and the full report: Centre for 
Chinese Studies (referred to as the CCS),  
Stellenbosch University. Reproduction only with 
permission of the authors and CCS.  

All images are the property of the Centre for Chi-
nese Studies and reuse is prohibited without writ-
ten consent from the CCS© 
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relations by the Centre for Chinese Studies, Stel-
lenbosch University, please contact us! 

 

 

Contact:  

Centre for Chinese Studies 
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 @ccs_stell 
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