
Contact Us 
  +27 21 808 2840 

  +27 21 808 2841 

  ccsinfo@sun.ac.za 

  www.sun.ac.za/ccs 

 CCS_STELL 

 Facebook.com/CCS.Stell 

   

     About Us 
The Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at Stellenbosch University 

is the leading African research institution for innovative  
and policy relevant analysis of the relations  

between China and Africa.  

South Africa’s cyber security deal with China raises concern 

South African opposition political party, the Democratic Alliance (DA), has raised concerns over the lack of 

transparency after South Africa signed a cyber security pact with China, on Monday 8 June. The Plan of 

Action covers numerous areas of co-operation in information and communications technology (ICT), 

including cyber security, investment in telecommunications services, E-skills professional training, and 

broadband strategies for implementation and rural access, reports CPI Financial (Dubai). The DA is 

sceptical about the pact on cyber security, citing China’s questionable internet freedom record, according to 

Fin24 (South Africa). 

China Telecom establishes operating unit in Africa and Middle East region 

China Telecom Global (CTG) has established China Telecom (Africa and Middle East) as the regional 

operating unit in the African and Middle East region. CTG’s network capabilities currently cover the United 

Arab Emirates, South Africa, Kenya, Egypt and Nigeria. China Telecom (Africa and Middle East) will 

oversee all the network construction, business development and management of subsidiaries in the region, 

as well as assist Chinese corporations to grow their footprint in the area, reports Telecompaper (The 

Netherlands). CTG is looking to promote Information Technology and smart city developments, boosting the 

availability of Internet and value-added services, according to Total Telecom (UK).  

South Africa-China legislative co-operation encouraged at first BRICS parliamentary forum 

On Monday 8 June 2015, the Chinese and South African parliamentary leaders met in Moscow for the first 

BRICS parliamentary forum. Chinese legislator Zhang Dejiang called for closer co-operation between the two 

countries' legislatures. Zhang offered a four-point advisory for BRICS countries to further their co-operation, 

and urged joint development and practical co-operation in various fields, reports CNTV (China). The National 

People’s Congress aims to boost co-operation with the South African parliament within the framework of 

BRICS, in order to push forward the development of the China-South Africa comprehensive strategic 

partnership, reports All Africa (Moscow).  

Aung San Suu Kyi arrives in China for first visit 

Aung San Suu Kyi, 69-year-old leader of Myanmar's opposition National League for Democracy (NLD), is 

visiting China for the first time this week, according to CNN (USA). Myanmar has been fighting rebels in its 

eastern Kokang region, which borders China's Yunnan province. China is concerned about violence spilling 

over and has sent patrols to the border in response. Myanmar has increased engagement with the West 

during dramatic political reforms in recent years. The visit is meant to improve ties between Myanmar's 

opposition leader and China, reports BBC (UK).   

Bold trans-oceanic railway project across South America may cost China US$ 10 billion  

China will commence feasibility studies in co-operation with Brazil and Peru for a 5310km railway line 

connecting the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of South America, reports Business Insider (USA). The planned 

railway would connect Brazil’s Atlantic coast and Peru’s Pacific coast and reduce the cost of shipping grain 

and minerals to Asia through the Panama Canal, which has become very costly. A letter of intent for 

construction of the trans-oceanic railway was signed this week by the governors of six Brazilian states. 

Experts have said the necessary investment may reach US$ 30 billion, reports Macauhub (Macau).  
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