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10 South Africans detained in China heading home  

A group of South Africans who were recently detained in China will soon be returning home. The group was 

arrested at Ordos City’s airport on Friday morning, 10 July 2015 . According to a Chinese official the group had 

been detained for distributing "terrorist" materials, according to News24 (South Africa). Nine members of the 

group were also accused of watching terror propaganda in their hotel rooms. News of the detentions came as 

South African Vice President Cyril Ramaphosa was on a trip to China. Ramaphosa met with Chinese Premier 

Li Keqiang on Tuesday, 14 July 2015, and used the rest of his visit to press for the release of the South 

Africans, reports Kentucky (UK).  

Chinese nuclear power companies interested in South African market  

The process to determine who will be South Africa’s strategic partner in the bid to generate almost a quarter of 

the country’s energy needs from nuclear power plants will start within the next month (August 2015). There 

has been much speculation as to who will get to build the plants, with China, Russia and France being touted 

as partners at different times, reports Iol (South Africa). Two Chinese nuclear companies, State Power 

Investment Cooperation and Guangdong Nuclear Power Group, have already indicated that they will tender for 

the project. The US$ 83 billion, 9.6 million kilowatts project will include three nuclear power plants, and could 

be a major boost to the Chinese nuclear industry outside of China, reports People’s Daily (China).  

Tsinghua Unigroup offers to buy US Micron Technology 

State-backed Chinese private equity firm Tsinghua Unigroup Ltd has offered to buy the United States (US) 

memory chipmaker Micron Technology Inc for US$ 23 billion. Tsinghua has offered US$ 21 per share for 

Micron, which is at a 19.3 per cent premium to the stock's close on Monday, 13 July 2015. If the sale goes 

ahead, the deal would be the biggest Chinese takeover of a US company in history, reports China Daily 

(China). Micron is the only major US producer of memory chips used in personal computers and smartphones. 

Chips made by the company are also used in some defence and sensitive data-storage applications, which 

might make it tougher to get US approval of any takeover, according to The Los Angeles Times (USA).  

Large Chinese state banks recruited into stock market rescue 

China’s biggest state-owned banks have lent a combined US$ 209 billion to the country’s margin finance 

agency in recent weeks to staunch a freefall in the stock market, casting doubt on whether the recent equities 

rebound is sustainable without government support, reports Financial Times (United Kingdom). China has 

created what amounts to a state-run margin trader with US$ 483 billion of firepower, its latest effort to end a 

stock-market rout. The China Securities Finance Corporation can access up to 3 trillion yuan of borrowed 

funds from sources including the Central Bank and commercial lenders, according to Bloomberg (USA). 

Beijing warns Manila over repairs to ship on Spratly reef outpost 

China on Wednesday condemned the Philippines for doing repairs to a rusting ship it ran aground on a South 

China Sea reef, demanding Manila remove the vessel, reports Today (Singapore). Manila grounded the vessel 

in 1999 after a mechanical breakdown and has not relocated it, despite demands from Beijing. Two officers 

from the Philippines told Reuters recently that the country's navy is reinforcing the hull and deck of the ship, 

and the work is due to be completed by the end of this year (2015), according to People’s Daily (China). 
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