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Chinese foreign minister visits Ebola-stricken countries  

Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, will visit Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea (the three African nations 

hardest hit by the 2013 international outbreak of the Ebola virus), from Saturday 8 August 2015 to Monday 10 

August 2015. Ebola has killed more than 11,200 people in West Africa since it broke out in December 2013, 

according to Reuters (USA). Wang will meet with the leaders of each country during his three day visit to 

discuss how to completely eradicate the Ebola virus and how China can contribute to the economic recoveries 

of the affected countries, reports Awareness Times (Sierra Leone).  

Direct China-Kenya flights are launched 

China Southern Airlines commenced direct services to Kenya’s capital Nairobi on 5 August 2015, and will now 

operate the route three times a week. This will be the airline’s second direct route to Africa (after Mauritius), 

and will capitalise on the growing tourism and business travel volume between Asia and Africa, particularly to 

Nairobi, reports Standard Media (Kenya). The Nairobi launch marks the start of a series of new routes 

connecting China and Africa. Later this month, Air China will launch direct flights from Beijing 

to Johannesburg, and in October 2015 to Ethiopia’s capital, Addis Ababa, according to Travel Daily Media 

(Thailand).   

Chinese media company controls East African pay television market 

Chinese pay television (TV) operator, StarTimes, is emerging as a major player in the East African pay TV 

market. StarTimes is making the most of the TV migration from analogue to digital by expanding its subscriber 

base. StarTimes has replaced Multichoice, the South African media company, as the biggest provider in East 

Africa, according to Dataxis (International). The operator is focussing on the mass market and offers 

affordable channel packages with local content, unlike its competitor MultiChoice’s DStv, which concentrates 

on the high-end customers. StarTimes has a 39 per cent market share in East Africa, while MultiChoice 

controls 38 per cent. The rest of the space is occupied by AzamTV and Zuku TV, reports Quartz (USA). 

First Catholic Bishop consecrated in China in three years 

China’s Catholics have consecrated their first new bishop in three years. Bishop Joseph Zhang Yinlin, 44, was 

consecrated Tuesday 4
 
August 2015 in a cathedral in Henan Province, in front of 1,400 worshipers, according 

to New York Times (USA). The Chinese state does not recognise the Vatican’s authority over the estimated 

nine to 12 million Catholics in the country. It oversees them with its own Chinese Patriotic Catholic 

Association, reports the South China Morning Post (China). 

Retired Chinese environmental minister target of China’s corruption crackdown 

The retired vice minister of the Ministry of Environmental Protection (MEP), Zhang Lijun, is the newest target 

of China’s corruption crackdown and currently the highest-ranking environmental official to be investigated. 

Zhang and other unnamed individuals are accused of taking advantage of their positions to influence policy 

decisions, build networks of influence, obtain bribes, and undermine market competition, according to The 

Diplomat (Japan). The corruption crackdown began in November 2012. To date, there have been numerous 

high-profile arrests, including General Guo Boxiong, a vice chairman of the Central Military Commission, 

reports Business Insider (USA). 
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