
South African schools set to teach Mandarin 

The South African government has informed education authorities that Mandarin will be taught in public 

schools from January 2016. The South African Democratic Teachers’ Union (Sadtu) has opposed this decision, 

stating that it sees it as a form of colonisation, reports Mail and Guardian (South Africa). Some experts 

however believe that the decision is long overdue and that South Africans need to stop viewing the Chinese as 

imperialists. The Department of Basic Education confirmed that China will train hundreds of South 

African teachers and build three Confucius Institutes in a bid to promote Chinese culture. The programme 

forms part of a ten year development plan signed by South African President Jacob Zuma in late 2014, 

according to Aljazeera (Qatar).  

Nigerian President angry over diverted Chinese loan 

Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari demanded an explanation from its finance ministry about a US$ 1.1 

billion Chinese loan that was assigned to rail projects in Nigeria but used elsewhere. Nigeria’s finance ministry 

initially obtained the loan in 2012 from the Export-Import Bank of China to fund construction of the Abuja light 

rail project, a standard-gauge rail line from Lagos to Kano, according to International Business Times 

(USA). Buhari was disappointed that only US$ 400 million of the loan remained and the rest had been diverted 

to other projects, reports New Mail (Nigeria). 

The devaluation of the Chinese yuan impacts Africa 

The South African Rand (ZAR) hit a fourteen-year low against the United States dollar on Wednesday as the 

devaluation of the Chinese yuan weakened emerging market currencies. China's devaluation of its currency 

will impact the competitiveness of African exports, especially commodities such as platinum, copper or coal, 

reports Eye Witness News (South Africa). The immediate impact of the devaluation of the yuan cannot be seen 

or measured, but African countries that have taken steps to transact in Chinese money (including Nigeria, 

Kenya, and South Africa) could see pressure on their own local currencies, according to the BBC (UK). 

Explosion in Tianjin investigated by chemical experts 

At least 50 people are known to have died, and more than 700 injured, following two major explosions in 

China's northern port city of Tianjin. The blasts happened in a warehouse for hazardous chemicals and caused 

a huge fireball that could be seen from space, reports BBC (UK). Chinese authorities did not say what caused 

the blasts. Local officials said firefighting was suspended on orders of the central government so that a team of 

chemical experts could assess hazardous materials on site. Levels of air pollutants including toluene, a 

solvent, and other volatile organic compounds were above national safe limits in the local area, according to 

NBC News (USA).  

United States businesses lobby Obama on China cybersecurity fears  

American business groups are lobbying United States (US) president Barack Obama to press Chinese 

counterpart Xi Jinping on technology protectionism concerns, according to Times of India (India). A group of 

19 industry bodies are lobbying for China to scale back its cybersecurity measures. The US Chamber of 

Commerce, the National Association of Manufacturers and the Information Technology Industry Council are 

among the focus groups. Chinese authorities continue to insist that they invite all foreign business to operate 

within the country, but will not compromise on information security threats, reports The Stack (USA). 
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